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on of many. Perſons, of 
"great Senſe and Learn- 
86. that the Know- 

ledge e of a God, as well 
as ſome other ſelf-evident and un- 
conteſted Notions, is born with 
us; and Exiſts antecedent to any 
Perception. or Operation of the 
Mind. They expreſs: themſelyes 
on this Subject in . 
Terms, altogether unbecoming 
Philoſophical and Judicious En- 
iries, while they aſſert, that the 
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ven with our Conſtitution, that 


*cis Written, Engraven, Stampt 
and Imprinted in clear and diſcern- 


able Characters on the Heart, in 
which manner of Speech they af- 


fect to follow the great Orator of 


The: R. „ „„ „ >, 
Buy cheſe unattfal Phraſes they 
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can mean nothing but this, that 
the Propoſition, There is a God, is 


Actually Exiſtent in the Mind, as 


foon as the Mind has its Being ; 
and is not at firſt acquir d, tho” it 
may' be afterwards confirm'd, by 
any Act of Reaſon, by any Argu- 
ment or Demonſtration. I muſt 
confeſs my Inability to conceive 
this mbred Knowledge, theſe O- 


4 riginal independent eas, that owe 


not their Being to the Operation 
of the Underſtanding, but are, 1 
know not how, Congenite and Co- 
exiſtent with it. | 

- Forhew a Man can be ſaid to 


* 


2 ow 


1 


Gr yy 5 WY. KO 3 


i. 


Tie PREFACE. it 
how; Ideas can exiſt id the Mind 
without and before Pergepsion, E 

own is too difficult for me 
to eoMprehend. That a Man is 
born with a Faculty or Capacity 
to know, tho" as yet without any 
Knowledge ; and that, as the Eye 
has a Native Diſpoſition and Apti- 
tude to perceive the Light, when 
fitly offer'd, tho' as yet it never 
exercis d any act of Viſion, and had. 
no innate Images in the Womb, 
ſo the Mind is endu'd with a Pow- 
er and Faculty to know and per- 
ceive the Truth of this Propoſiti- 
on, There is a God, as ſoon as it 


ſhall be repreſented to it; All this 


is clear and intelligible ; Hot any 
thing more is, as f have ſaid, a- 
bove my.reach. In this Opinion, 
which I had many Years ago en 
tertaind, I was afterwards con- 
firm'd by the famous Author of 
the Eday on human Underſtanding. 
Nor can I ſee, that by this Do- 


a 


i Fe PREFACE. 
ctrine the Argument for the Exi- 
ſtence o a Deity, drawn from the 
general Aſſent of all Nations, ex- 
cepting perhaps ſome few, who 
are ſo Barbarous, that they ap- 
proach very near the condition of 
Brute Animals, is at all invalidated: 
For ſuppoſing there is no inbred 
Knowledge of a God, yet if Man- 
kind generally aſſent to it, 'whe- 
ther their Belief proceeds from 
their Refletion on themſelves , 
or on the viſible Creation about 
them, it will be certainly true, that 
the Exiſtence of a Deity carries 
with it the cleareſt and moſt un- 
controulable Evidence; fince Man- 
kind ſo readily and ſo univerſally 

rceive and embrace it. It de- 

rves Conſideration, that St. Pau i 
upon this Argument does not ap- 
peal to the Light within, or to 
any Characters of the Divine Be- 
ing originally engraven on the 
Heart, but deduces the r 
W * ; tne 
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The PREFACE. v 
the Effect, and from the Creation 
infers the Creator. 

'Tis very probable that thöſe 


IR: believe an innate Idea of 2 


Divine Being, un oduc d by any 
Operation of the Mind, were led 
by "this to another Opinion, name- 
ly, that there never was in tlie 


World a real Atheiſt in Belief and 


Speculation, how many ſoever there 
may have been in Life and Pra- 
ctice. But upon due Examination, 


this Opinion, I imagine, will not 
abide the Teſt, which 1 ſhall en : 


-deavour to make evident. 


But before I enter upon this 


Subject, it ſeems proper to take 
Notice of the Apology, which ſe- 


veral Perſons of great Learning and 
Candour have made for many fa 


mous Men, and great Philoſophers,. 


unjuſtly accus'd' of Impiety.- © 
Whoever ſhall ſet about to mend 
the World, and reform Mens No- 


tions, as. well: as their Manners, 


1444. will. 
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will certainly be the Mark of much 
Scandal and Reproach; and will 
effectually be convinced that tis 
too poſſible, that the greateſt Lovers 
and. Benefactors of Mankind, may 
de repreſented by the Multitude, 
_ whoſe Opinions they contradict, as 
the worſt of Men. The hardy Un- 
dertakers, who expreſs: their Zeal 
to rectiſie the Sentiments of a pre- 

| judic'd People in Matters of Reli- 
gion, who labour to ſtem the Tide 
of popular Error, and ſtrike at the 
Foundations of any Ancient, Eſta- 
bliſh'd Superſtition, muſt them- 
ſelves expect to be treated as prag- 
matical and inſolent Innovators, 
Diſturbers of the publick Peace, 
and the great Enemies of Religion. 
The Obſervation of all Ages con- 
firms this Truth; and if any Man 
who is doubtful of it would try 
the Experiment, I make no queſti- 
en he will very ſoon be throughly 

8 Tis 


The PREFACE. - vis 
_ 'Tis no wonder therefore, that 
Anaxagoras, tho he was the firſt 
Philoſopher who plainly aſſerted 
an Eternal Mind, by. whoſe Power 
the World was made, for oppo- 
ſing the Publick Worſhip of 4- 
then whoſe refin'h Wits were 
plang'd.in the moſt ſenſeleſs Idola- 
try, and particularly for denying. 
the Divinity of the Sun, ſhould be 
condemn'd tor Irreligion, and Trea-- 
fon againſs the Gods ; and be. hea- 
vily find and bamiſhd the. City. 
Tis not ſtrange, after. ſo ſharp a 
Perſecution of this zealous Reform- 
er, that Socrates, the next Succeſ- 
ſor but one to Anaxagoras, and the 
laſt of the Jon c School, for oppo- 
ſing their ſcandalous Rabble of Dei- 
ties, and aſſerting one Divine Being, 
ſhould be condenm'd for Atheiſm, 
and put to Death by blind Superſti- 
tion and implacable Bigottry.. 
Some have been condemnd by 


their Agony, for Impiety, ho 


5 Mam 
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ſuch Concluſions, would readily 
renounce them. No Man can be 
* reafonably charg'd with more Opt- 


' fcap'd thoſe har 


Enemy to Religion, upon the ac- 


maintain Poſitions, ' which thoſe 
from whom they diſſent, imagine 
have a Fendency to the Disbelief 
of a Deity. But this is a manifeſt 
Violation of Juſtice, as well as Can- 
dour, to impute to any Man the 
remote Conſequences of his Opi- 
nion, which he himſelf diſclaims. 
and deteſts ; and who, if he ſaw the 
Connexion of his Principles with 


nions than he owns; And if this 
uſtice were obſerv'd in Polemical 
Diſcourſes, as well of Theology as 
Philoſophy, many Perſons had e- 

4 Names, and ter- 
rible Cenſures, which their angry 
Antagoniſts have thought fit to fix 
upon them. No One therefore is 
te be reputed an Atheiſt, or an 
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count of .any, erroneous Opinion, 
from which Another may by a long 
* 28 Chain 


Th PREFACE. i 
Chain of Sequels draw that” 95 
cluſion; much leſs for boldin 
ny Doctrines in Philofophy, w ich 
the common People are not able 
to examine or comprehend; Who. 
when they meddle with Specula-- 
tions, of which they are unquali- 
fy d to judge, will be ab Jer cen 
fure a Philoſopher for an Atheiſt, as 
an Aſtronomer for a Magician. 
I would. fain too in this place 
make ſome Apology for the great 
Numbers of loofe and vicious Men, 
who laugh at Religion, and ſeem 
in their Converſation to diſclaim 
the Bellef of a Deity. I do not 
mean an Apolpgy for their Mr 
Rice, but their Op inton. I. hape 
rheſe unhap y. a tlons, at jſt the 
greateſt Part, who have given up 
he Reins to their Pa ions and e 
d4birant Appetites, are, rather tha 
ei a gs and ſtupi fe ſort 
teatutes, either 774 
pine Tem per, or for far if 
ing 
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ing diſturb d with Remorſe in their 


5 n Enjoyments, never 
ſobe 


ſoberly conſider with themſelves, 
or exerciſe their Reaſon on things 


4 


bf the higheſt Importance. Theſe 


' Perſons never examine the Argu- 
ments that enforce the Belief of a 
"Deity, and the Obligations of Re- 
ligion: But take the Word of their 
ingenious Friends, or ſome Athe- 
iſtical Pretender to Philoſophy, 
| who aſſures them there is no God, 
and therefore . And not- 
withſtanding all Atheiſts have leave 
given them by their Principles to 
Betene Libertines,” yer it is not 
true that all Libertines are Atheiſts. 
Jane plalnly aſſert their Relief of 
a God, and others, who deny his 
Exiſtence, yet do not deny it up- 
on any Principles, any Scheme of 
Philoſophy which they have fram'd 
be by which they account for 


3be Exiſtence and Duration of th 
World, in the beautiful Order; 
* * 11 11 W 1 hi 


the Idea 
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which we ſee it, without the Aid 


of a. Divine Eternal Mind. 


But there are two ſorts of Men, 
who without Injuſtice have been 
call d Atheiſts; thoſe who frankly 
and in plain Terms have deny d the 
Being of a God; and thoſe, who.tho' 
they aſſerted his Being, deny d thoſe 
Attributes and Perfections, which 
of a God nl 1 and 
ſo while, — 4 acknowledged the 

2 ſubverted the Thing. Thele 
are as real, Atheiſts, as the former, 
but leſs ſincere. If any Man ſhould 
declare he believes a Deity, but af- 
firms that this Deity is of human 
Shape, and not Eternal; That he de- 
rives his Fran from the fortuj ujtous 

and Co mplication of A- 
toms; or though — allowed him to 

Eternal, ſhould maintain, that he 
ſhow'd no Wiſdom, Deſign or Pru- 
dence in the Formation, and no 
Care or Providence in the Goyern- 
ens of, the World; That e ney 


ver 


ii The PREFACE: 

ver reflects on any thing Exterior 
to his own Being, nor intereſts him- 
ſelf in human Affairs; Does not 
know, or does not attend to any- 
of our Actions: Such a Perſon is 
indeed, and in Effect, as much an 
Atheiſt as the former. For tho 

he owns the Appellation, yet his 
Deſcription is deſtructive of the 


Idea of a God. I do not affirm, 


that the Idea of a God implies the 
Relation of a Creator: But ſince 
Ge Demonſtration of the Ex- 
ence of 3 God we argue from 
the Effect to the Cauſe, and pro- 
ceed from the Contemplation of 
the Creature to the Knowledge o 
the Creator,” ts evident we can-- 
not know there is a God, but we 
muſt know iim to be the Maket,. 
and if the Maker, then the Go- 
vernor and Benefactor of the World. 
Could there be a God, who is en- 
tirely regardleſs of Things without 
him, wo is petfectly Gs | 
wt ; . with. 
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with the Direction and Goyern- 
ment of the World, is altogether 
indifferent, whether we worſhip 
or affront him, and is neither pleas c 
nor diſpleas d with any of our A- 
Rions ; he would certainly to us be 
the ſame as no God. The Log in 
the Fable would be altogether as 
venerable a Deity; for if he has no 
Concern with us, tis plain we have 
none with him : If we are not ſub- 
je& to any Laws he has made for 
us, we can never be Qbedient or 
Diſobedient, nor can we need For- 
piveneſs, or expect Reward. If 
we are not the Subjects of his Care 
and Protection, we can owe him 
no Love or Gratitude; if he ei- 
ther does not hear, or diſtegards 
our Prayers, how impertinent is it 
to build Temples, and ta Worſhip 
at his Altars? In my Opinion, ſuch 
Notions of a Deny, which lay the 
M to the Root of all Religion, 
and make all the Expreſſions of it 

110 | idle 
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idle and ridiculous , which deſtroy; 
the Diſtinction of Good and Bad, 
all Morality of our Actions, and 
remove all the Grounds and Rea- 
ſons of fear of Puniſhmenr, and 
hope of Reward, will juſtly. deno- 
minate a Man an Atheiſt, tho' he 
ever ſo much diſclaims that igno- + 
minious Title. 1 | 
Thales the Founder of the Ionic 
School, and the Philoſophers who 
ſucceeded him, 1 Anaximander,, A- 
naximenes,, Diogenes Apolliouates, A- 
naxagoras and Archelaus, are cen- 
ſur d by Ariſlotle as Disbelievers of. 
4 Deity ; the Reaſon he gives is, 
that theſe Philoſophers, in treating 
of the Principles of the World, ne- 
ver 9 the Deity, as the Ef- 
ficient Cauſe, But if it be conſi- 
der d, that Natural Science was 
then in its Infancy, and that thoſe 
Primitive Philoſophers only under- 
took to account for the material 
Principle, out of which the World 
| nd; was 
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was made, which one aſſerted to 
be Water, one Fire, another Air; 
tho this may prove that they form d 
but a lame and-unfiniſh'd' Scheme 
of Philoſophy, yet it does not e- 
vince, that they deny d the Being 
of a God, or that they did not be- 
lieve him to be the Efficient Cauſe 
.of all Things. Tis indeed à con- 
vincing Evidence that their Phi- 
loſophy was imperfect, as at firſt it 
might well be; but from their Si- 
lence or Omiſſion of him in their 
Syſtems, when they deſigu d to 
treat only of the material-Cauſes 
of Things, tis unreaſonable to af- 
firm, that they deny'd his Being: 
and tis certain Auaxagoras tauglit, 
that beſides Matter, it was abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to aſſert a Divine Mind, 
the Contriver and Maket of the 
World ; and for this Religious Prin- 
ciple, as was ſaid before, he was 
at Athens an Illuſtrious Confeſſor. 


—  ' 


xvi The PREFACE. 
Aſter the Death of Scratet, the 
Ionic School was ſoon divided into 
various Sects and Philoſophical Par- 
ties: Of the Cyrenaic School, Theo- 
dorus and Dion Boriſthenites, were 
reputed Atheiſts, Contemners of 
the Gods, and Deriders of Re- 
ligion. Yet. ſince it does not ap- 
pear, that they had form d any Im- 
pious Scheme of Philoſophy, or 
maintain'd their Irreligion by any 
pretended Principles of Reaſon, it 
is not improbable that theſe Men 
were rather abandon'd- Libertines, 
without Conſideration and Refle- | 
& ion, than Speculative and Philo- 
ſophical Atheiſts. 
The Falic School, to its great 
-Diſhonour, was more fertile in Im- 
piety, and ipᷣtoduc'd a greater num- 

ber of theſe Irreligious Philoſophers. 
The Maſters , who | ſucceeded 
their famous Founder Pythagoras, 
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ſoon degenerated from his noble 
and pious Principles, and not only 
3%Þ Co- 
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corrupted the Purity of his Do- 
ctrine, but became downright Apo- 
ſtates, renouncing the Belief of a 
God, and ſubverting the Founda- 
tions of Religion. Leucip pus, De- 
mocritus, Diagoras and Protagoras, 
were juſtly reckon d in this Rank; 
who aſſerted, that the World was 
made by the Caſual Combination 
of Atoms, without any Aſſiſtance 
or Direction ef a Divine Mind. 
They taught their Followers this 
Doctrine, ſupported it with Argu- 
ments; and ſo were Atheiſts on pre- 
tended Prineiples of Reaſon; But 
among all the ancient obdurate A- 
theiſts, and inveterate Enemies of 
Religion, no One ſeems more ſin- 
cere; or mere implacable than E- 


Pius. 


And though this Perſon was per- 
haps of as dull an Underſtanding, 
of as unrefin d Thought, and as lit- 
tle Sagacity and Penetration, as a- 
ny Man, who was ever compli- 
2 mented 
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mented with the Name of a Phi- 
— yet ſeveral great Wits, 
and Men of diſtinguiſh'd Learning 
in this laſt Age, have been pleas'd 
to give the World: high Encomi- 
ums of his Capacity and Superior 
Attainiments. b 0031234 4 U Iu, 
Aſter a long Night of Ignorance 
hat ovetſpread the Face of Europe, 
many wiſe Men, from a generous | 
Love of Truth, reſolv'd to exer- 
ciſe their Reaſon, and free them- 
ſelves from Prejudice, and a ſervile 
Veneration of great Names, and 
prevailing Authority; and grow- 
ing impatient of Tyrannical Impo- 
ſitions, as well in Philoſophy, as 
Religion, to their great Honour, 
ſeparated both from the Church of 
Rome, and the School of Ariſte= 
tie. Theſe; Patriots of the Com- 
mon wealth of Learning combin'd 
to reform the Corruptions, and re- 
dreſs the Grievances, of Philoſo- 
phy; to pull down the Periparer 
1 : tic 
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tick Monarchy,” and fet up- a free 
and independent State of Science; 
and being fully convinc'd of the 
Weakneſs and Unreaſonableneſs of 
Ariſtotle's Syſtem, which conſiſted 
chieſly in Words without any de- 
termin'd Meaning, and idle Me- 
taphyſical Definitions, of which 

many were falſe, and many unin+ 
Neelligible; they in this Caſe had 
recourſe to the Corpnſcularian Hy- 
Pot hefis, and revivd the obſolete 
and exploded Syſtem of Epicurm. 
Many of theſe noble Leaders, 
who had declar d againſt the Peri- 
patetick Uſurpation, and aſſerted 
the Rights and Libertics of human 
Underſtanding, call'd in this Fhi- 
loſopher, for Want of a Better, to 
depdſe Ariſtotle. And tho' a gene- 
ral Revolution did not follow, yet 
the Defection from the Prince of 
Science, as he was once eſteem' d,. 
was very great. When theſe firſt 
Reformers of Ariflotk's School had 
eſpouſed 
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eſpouſed the Intereſt of Epicurus 
and introduc id his Dactrines, that 
his Hypotheſis might be receiv'd 
with the leſs Oppoſtion, they 


thought it neceſſary to remove the 


ignominious Character of d mpiety 
under which their Philoſdpher had 
long lain. And tis indeed very na: 
tural for a Man who has embrac'd 
another's Notions and Principles 
to believe well of his Maſter, and 
to ſtand up in the Defence of his 
Reputation. The Learned Gaſ- 
ſends is eminent above all others 
for the warm Zeal he has expreſs d, 
and the great Pains he has taken, 
to vindicate the Honour of Epi- 
curm, and clear his Character from 
the Imputation of-Irreligion; © 
After the unhappy Fate of Anax- 
agor ae, and the great Socrates, tis 
no wonder that the Philoſophers, 
ho ſucceeded, ſhould grow more 
cautious in propagating their Opi- 
nions, for fear of provoking 'the 
* | Magi» 
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Magiſtrate, and making themſelves 
obnoxious to the Laws of their 
Country; and if any had form'd 
irreligious Schemes, tis to be ſup- 
pos'd, they would take care te 
guard, as well as they could, againſt 
the Puniſhment to be inflicted on 
all who deny d the Gods, and de- 
rided the eſtabliſh'd Worſhip. An 
Atheiſt cannot be ſuppos'd to be 


fond of Suffering, when Pain and 


Death are what he chiefly abhors; 
and therefore Epicurs, who, if 
Cicero and Plutarch knew his Opi- 
nion, was a downright profels d 
Atheiſt, has not in Terms deny'd, 
but indeed aſſerted the Being of 
the Gods, and ſpeaks honourably of 


them, ſo far as regards the Excel- 


lence of their Nature, and their 
Happineſs. But when he deſcribes 


his Gods, and gives them a hu- 
man Face and Limbs, and ſays they 
are neither Incorporeal nor Cor- 
poreal, but as it were Corporeal z 


while 
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while he excludes them from 
any Hand in making, or Care in 
guiding and governing the World, 
and undertakes to ſhow that all. 
Things were brought about by 
meer Chance, without any help or 
direction of the Gods, who are al- 
together unconcern'd. with human 
Affairs, and regardleſs of our A- 
tions, he muſt laugh in himſelf, 
and be ſuppos' d to have fotm'd this 
ridiculous: Idea of a Divine Being 
meerly to eſcape the Character of 
an impious Philoſopher. For though 
he owns the Name of a God, by 
his Deſcription he entirely deſtroys 
the Divine Nature; nor do I think 
that Ariſtotle can be defended from 
the Charge of Atheiſm ; for while 
he affirms, that the World, as to 
its Formation, as well as its Pro- 
greſſion and Duration, is independ- 
ent on the Gods, and owes nothing 
to their Power, Wiſdom or Pro- 
vidence, he utterly ſubverts all Pre- 
2) (i; tence 
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ence to Religion and Divine Wor- 
1p ; and comes at laſt into the 
Dregs of the Epicurean Scheme: 
This, I believe, I have plainly 
>rov'd in the following Poem. 
As to the Modern Atheiſts, Va- 
inus, Hobbs and Spinoſa, I have 
poken of them in their Turn, and 
Pall not anticipate what is ſaid 
ereafter. 

I have been determin'd to em- 
loy ſome of my leiſure Hours in 
vriting on this Subject, by the 
nelancholy Reflection I have of- 
en made on the Growth of Pro- 
dhaneneſs, and the prevailing Pow- 
r of looſe and irreligious rinci- 
ples in this Nation. 

Tis a mangas Conſi deration 
o All ho love Mankind, and wiſh 
ell to their Country, that this 
Opinion has of late Years, above 
he Example of paſt Ages, ſpread 
s contagious Influence ſo far and 
vide, that no embolden d by the 
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Power and Number of its Aſſerters 
it becomes Inſolent and Formida- 
ble. Thoſe impious Maxims, which 
a ſmall Party in the laſt Age, when 
inflam'd with Wine vented in pri- 
vate, are now the Entertainment 
of the Coffee-houſe, publickly pro- 
feſs d, and in many Companies ſpo- 
ken of in cool Blood, as the ordi- 
nary Subjects of Converſation. 
All Ages have brought forth 
ſome Monſters, ſome Profeſſors, 
and Patrons of Irreligion ; Mon- 
ſters in reſpe& of their Scarceneſs, 
as well as Deformity ; but the a- 
mazing Abundance of theſe odious 
Productions is, I believe, peculi- 
ar to this fertile Age. I am apt to 
think, that moſt who were reck- 
on'd Atheiſts in former Reigns 
were rather unbridled Libertines 
than irreligions in Principle ; but 
now we are ſo far advanx'd, that 
the Infection has ſeiz'd the Mind, 
the Atheiſt in Practice is become 
one 
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rs one in Speculation) and Looſeneſs 
- WH of Manners improv'd to intellectu- 
hal Impiety. 
n Many, which is without Exam- 
i- ple, expreſs an ardent Zeal for Pro- 
nt phaneneſs, are grown Bigots in 
o- Atheiſm, and with great Induſtry 
o- and Application propagate their 
ij- WE Principles, form Parties, and con- 
E cert Meaſurss to carry on with 
th Vigour the Cauſe of Irreligion. 
rs, They careſs and are very fond of 
n- thoſe who boldly declare for Im- 
(5,08 picty, and mock all Religion, as 
2-W& Cheat and Impoſture. Theſe are 
zus Wits, Men of Senſe, of large and 
li- tree Thoughts, and cannot fail of 
tol being Men in Faſhion. And as 
the Renegades and Deſerters of 
ns Heaven, who renounce their God 
es. for the Favour of Men, and chuſe 
to grow popular at the deareſt 
Rate, are by many protected and 
applauded ; ſo there are Places 
where a Man that has the Aſſu- 
| a 2 rance | 
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rance to on the Belief of a Dei- 
ty, and a future State, would be 
ex pos d and laugh'd out of Coun- 
tenance. Hence many are tempted to 
conceal their Notions of Religion 
ſor fear of blaſting their Reputation, 
and of being neglected and deſpis d 
by thoſe, from whoſe Favour they 


expect Profit or Promotion. 


Immediately after the Reſtora- 
tion, the People, intoxicated with 
the Pleaſures of Peace, and influ=- 
enc'd by the Example of à looſe 
Court, as well as from their great 
Averſion to the former Fanatical 
Strictneſs, and Severity of Con- 
verſation, which they deteſted as 
Hy pocriſie, indulg'd themſelves in 
ſenſual Libertics, and by Degrees 
ſunk deep into Luxury and Vice. 
Then it was that ſome irreligious 
Men taking advantage of this grow - 


ing Diſſolution of Manners, began 


ro propagate their deteſtable No- 
cions, and ſow the Seeds of Pro- 
5 phane- 
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phaneneſs and. Impiety, which 


ſprang up apace, and flour iſſi d in 
proportion to the Growth of Im- 


morality. Thus Vice and Irreli- 
gion, mutually aſſiſting each other, 
extended their Power by daily En- 
croachments; and the ſolid Tem- 
per and Firmneſs of Mind, Which 
the People once poſſeſs d, being 
ſlacken'd and diſſolvd by the Pow- 
er of Riot and forbidden Pleaſure, 
their Judgment ſoon became viti- 
ated; which Corruption of Taſte 
has ever ſince gradually encreas d, 
as the Confederate Powers of Vice 
and Prophaneneſs have ſpread their 
Infection, and gain d upon Reli- 
gion. | 1 80 
While looſe Principles and im- 
pious Opinions pervert the Judg- 
ment, a petulant Humour that in- 
clines Men to give an Air of Le- 
vity and Ridicule to all their Dif- 
courſes, and turn every thing to 
Mirth and Raillery, does in Pro- 
„„ portion 
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portion get Ground; this being 
efteem'd the moſt ſucceſsful Me- 


thod to weaken the Power and Au- 


- thority of Religion in the Minds of 

Men. | | 

I would not here be underſtood 
as if I condemn'd the Qualificati- 
ons of Wit and Pleaſantry, but on- 
ly the Miſapplication of them. I 
mall always retain a great Value 
for ingenious Men, provided they 
do not abuſe and proſtitute their 
Talents to the worſt Purpoſes, I 
mean the deriding all Sobriety of 
Manners; and turning into Feſt the 
Principles which conſtitute our 
Duty here, and aſſure our Happineſs 
hereafter. But can any Man who 
reveres a God, and loves his Coun- 
try, ſtand by unconcern'd, while 
looſe and prophane Wits ſhew ſo 
much Zeal and Diligence in propa- 
gating Maxims, which tend ſo di- 
rectly to the Diſhonour of the one, 
and the Rain of the other ? f 


Should 
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The PREFACE. xxix 
Should Atheiſm and Corruption 
of Manners,thoſe inſeparable Com- 
panions, which as Cauſes and Ef- 
fets mutually introduce and ſup- 
port each other, prevail much far- 
ther ; ſhould impious Notions in 


any Age hereafter generally infect 


the higheſt, as well as the inferior 
Ranks of Men, what Confuſion bf 


Affairs muſt enſue? It would be 
impoſſible to find Men of Principles 


to fill the Places of Truſt and 
Honour, or Patrons to promote 
them : Merit would incapacitate 
and diſqualifie for the Favour of 
great Men, and a. Religious Cha- 
racter would be an invincible Ob- 
ſtruction to Advancement; there 
would be no Perſons of Rank to 
encourage Men of Worth, and 
bring neglected Virtue into Faſbi- 
on. On the contrary, the Con- 
temners of Heaven and Deriders of 
Piety would be careſs'd, applaud- 
ed and promoted. The Diſpoſers 

4 2. 4 — 
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of Places would prefer all on 
thoſe who embrace their Opinions, 
and what a terrible Temptatior 
would this be to our Youth to ac- 
- commodate their Notions to thoſe 
of the Men in Power, when they 
fhall ſee that their Favonr is not 
otherwiſe to be procur'd ? 
| Is it not highly probable that in 
ſuch an Age, Clubs and Caba!s il 
would be form'd of Scoffers and 
Buffoons, to laugh Religion out of 
 Countenance, and 'make the Pro- 
feſſors of it the Object of publick 
Scorn and Contempftᷣ) W 
- © Beſides, tis natural to believe 
that Magiſtrates in a Common- 
wealth generally compos'd of A- 
theiſts would likewiſe. proceed to 
Violence,and perſecute thoſe whom 
they could not perſwade to em- 
brace their Notions, as much as 
any Sect of Religion has ever done. 
For 'tis not Religion, but corrupt- 
ed human Nature, that puſhes 
OR Men 
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Men on to compulſive Methods of. 
dbliging their Adverſaries to re- 
ounce their own, and aſſert the 


ns, nc 1, | 
or pinion of Men in Power. Tis 
con the factious Temper of a Par- 
ſc , not the Spirit of Piety, tis. 


rom Pride and Impaticnce of Con- 
adiction, or from Inſt of Domi- 
ion, or a violent deſire of engrol-- 
Ing the Placgg.ot Honour and Pro- 
ls St, that Men endeavour. by cruel 
Ind coercive Methods to filence. 
eir Opponents, and ſuppreſs their 
ompetitors. And if it will be al- 
ow'd that human Paſſions will al- 
rays exert themſelves. with Uni- 
Prmity, and therefore ſtill pro- 
uce the like Effects; if we may 
oretel what Atheiſts when in 
Power are like to do, from what 
ey have done, as far as they had 
Ability, we may be aflur'd, when 
ey do not want Power, they 
vill never want a Will ta employ 
iolence to extinguiſh the Noti- 

a 5 - ons 
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ons of Piety, and the hateful He- 
reſie of Religion. It would not! 
be ſtrange if Atheiſticat Teſts in 
ſuch a State of Affairs ſhould be 
form'd and impos'd, to keep Men 
of dangerous Principles out of all 
Poſts of Power and Profit; and all 
that believ'd the Being of a God, 
and the Rewards and Puniſhments 
of another Life, ſh@d be look'd 


on as diſaffected to the Govern- 


ment; and Diſturbers of the pub- 

eee i 
And if ſuch Notions of Impie- 
ty, and ſuch a degenerate Con- 
ſtitution of Manners fhould ever 
prevail in this unhappy Nation, a- 
ny Man without the Gift of Pro- 
. and indeed with a very mo- 
derate Penetration, may foreſee, 
that the Publick will then be ex- 

pos'd to inevitable Ruin. 

But before the Intereſts of Vir- 
tue and Religion are reduc'd to ſo 
deplorable a State, tis to be 9 
a 8 


Religion expo$'d and inſulted 
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but 


inſtead of an abject, anactive De- 
ſpondence, would unite their En- 
deavours, with Vigour and Reſolu- 
tion againſt the Common Enemies 

of God and their Country. Tis 
great Pity that in ſo noble a Cauſe 
any ſnould ſhew ſuch» Poorneſs of 
Spirit, as to be aſham'd of aſſert- 
ing their Religion, and ſtemming 


the Tide of Impiety, for fear of 


becoming the Entertainment of 


ſcoffing Libertines. 


- 


3! 25+ 1 

I know the Gentlemen' of A- 
theiſtical Notions ' pretend to re- 
find Parts, and paſs themſelves up- 
on the World for Wits of the firſt 
Rank : Yet in debate they decline 
Argument, and rather truſt to the 
Deciſion of Raillery. But if it 
were poſſible for theſe Gentlemen 
to apply themſelves in good Ear- 
neſt to the Reaſons alledg'd in Proof 
of a Divine Being, in a Manner 


that becomes an Enquiry of 


ſuch 


Con- 
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Conſequence; I ſhould believe their 
Conviction were not to be deſpair d 
ol. n! Hit:. 274 1 
But there is little Appearance, 
that they will be ever prevail'd on 
to conſider this Matter, with deli- 
berate and unprejudic'd Thought; 
and therefore I am not ſo Sanguine 
to think, that any Arguments I 
can bring, tho ever ſo clear and 
de monſtrative, are likely to make 
any Impreſſion upon a Veteran A- 
theiſt. I have nevertheleſs thought 
it a ſeaſonable Service to endea- 
vour to ſtop the Contagion, and 
as far as I am able, to preſerve thoſe 
who are not yet infected. 

F would intreat theſe to diſtin- 


guiſh between Raillery and Argu- 


ment, and not believe, that Mirth 
ought to determine in ſo weighty a 
Caſe- That they would not ad- 
mit of Principles of the utmoſt 
Concern without Examination, and 
take Impicty upon Content. That 
9K they 
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al from the Buf- 
ocker, to the Im- 


they would a; 
foon and the 


partial Deciſion of Right Reaſon, 


and debate this Matter with the 
Gravity that becomes the Impor- 
tance of the Subject. 

But ſince the who 
own no Obligations of Religion 
for the Rule of Behaviour, ſet up 


in its ſtead a ſpurious Principle, 


which they call Honour, and a 
Greatneſs of Mind, that will not 
deſcend to a mean or baſe Action; 
Let them reflect, whether that 
Term, as they uſe it, is not an 
empty. Sound without any deter- 
min'd Meaning. If Honour lays 
a Man under any Obligation to 
perform or forbear any Action, 
then 'tis evident, Honour is a Law 
or Rule, and the Franſgreiſion of 


it makes us guilty and obnoxious 


to Puniſhment :- And if it be a Law 
it muſt be the Declaration of ſome 


Legiſlator's Will, for this is the 


D 


— 


r 
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Definition of a Law that regulates 
the Manners of a moral Agent. 
Now I ask a Man of Honour, who 
denies Religion, what or whoſe 
Law he breaks, if he deviates from 
what he imagines a Point of Ho- 
nour ? Tis plain there can be no 
Tranſgreſſion, where there is no 
Law, no Irregularity, where there 
is no Rule; nor can 4 Man do a 
baſe or diſhonourable Thing, if he 
lyes under no Obligation to the 
contrary. Honour therefore ab- 
ſtracted from the Notion of Reli- 
gion which enjoins it, is an idle 
Chimera, which can have little 
Power over any Man, that does not 
believe a Divine Legiſlator, whoſe 
Authority muſt enforce it. 

"Tis the ſame with Friendſhip 
and Gratitude, which are Princi- 
ples that the Atheiſt will often 
commend. But how is any Man 
bound to be grateful, or to be a 


Friend ? Should he act a contrary 
Part, 
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Part, and be treacherous and un- 
grateful, what Guilt, has he con- 
tracted? Has he offended againſt 
any Law? Or can he become Guil- 
ty, without the Breach of any ? If 
you: ſay he has broken any Law, 
tell us the Law, and by whom it 
was made. If the Laws of the Su- 
pream Being are ſet aſide, we can 
lye under no Regulation, but have 
an unbounded Liberty over all our 
Actions. We may without the 
leaſt Fault or Diſhonour break our 
Oaths, ſubvert the Government, 
betray our Friends, aſſaſſinate our 
Parents, in ſhort commit all Kinds 
of the moſt deteſtable Crimes with- 
out Remorſe. For not being con- 
troul'd by. any Obligation, we may 
do whatever our Paſſions or our 
- Intereſts prompt us to; without be- 
ing accountable to any Tribunal, 
for the leaſt Tranſgreſſion. 
' If it be ſaid, we are oblig'd by 
the Laws of our Country; I an- 
A1 ſwer, 


De PREFACE. xxxix 
ſwer, that as to the Actions we are 
ſpeaking of, ſuch as a Man of Ho- 
nour, a great and general Perſon is 
ſuppos'd to think himſelf oblig'd 
to, theſe are ſuch as are not regu- 
lated by Municipal Laws, and 
therefore Men are at Liberty, whe- 
ther they will act by what they 
call a Principle of Honour or not, 
Wand can jultly incur no Cenſure 
or Reproach, ſhould they have no 
regard to that pompous and ſound- 
ing Word. For if their Actions are 
not morally determin'd, either by 
Human or Divine Laws, they may 
very juſtly, and honourably too, 
act with unlimited Freedom in 
theſe Matters. Beſides, whoever 
believes himſelf free from the Ob- 
ligations of Divine Precepts, can- 
not look on himſelf as bound by 
any Human Laws. He may in- 
deed- from the Apprehenſion of 
Puniſhment forbear an Action, thus 
forbidden, and 'tis his Intereſt ſo 
to 
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he will obey or no. 
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to do: But if he thinks no Divine 


Authority does make it his Duty to 


ſubmit to the Magiſtrate, and obey 


the Laws of his Country, he is at 


Liberty, as to any Guilt, whether 
If he ventures 
the Puniſhment, he eſcapes the 


Sid. If any Atheiſt ſwears Fideli- 


ty to his Prince, what controul- Wl 
ing Power is he under, which at- f 
fects the Mind, not to betray him, 
if he thinks it fit and ſafe to do it? 


If he lets his Parents, or his Pa- 


tron, or his Friend periſh, what 


Iniquity is he accountable for ? 


The Exiſtence of a God has 
been already clear'd, and abun- 


dantly demonſtrated by many pi- 


ous and learned Authors, whence 
this Attempt may be cenſut'd, 
as Jmpertiyent and unneceſſa- 
ry. But all thoſe excellent Per- 
for mances being writ in Proſe, and 


the greateſt Part in the learned 


Lau- 
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Languages, or at leaſt in a ſcho- 
aſtic Manner, are ill accommo- 
dated to great Numbers not of a 
earned Education, and many who 
ave more Knowledge and greater 

enius will not undergo the Trou- 
Ple of reading and conſidering the 
Arguments expreſs d in a Manner 
Wo them obſcure, dry and diſagree- 


i- ble. 1 have therefore form'd a 
mn, ¶ oem on this great and important 
t? object, that I might give it the 
2 A dvantages peculiar to Poetry, and 


adapt it more to the general Ap- 
rehenſion and Capacity of Man- 
ind. The Harmony of Numbers 
engages many to read and retain 
rhat they would neglect, if writ- 


ce Nen in Proſe ; and I perſwade my 
d, elf the Epicurean Philoſophy had 
a ot liv d ſo long, nor been ſo much 
r- WE iicem a, had it not been kept a- 
dive and propagated by the famous 


Poem of Lucretius. 


1 
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have choſen to demonſtrate thi 


Exiſtence of a God from the Mark: 


of Wiſdom, Deſign, Contrivance 


and the Choice of Ends and Means 1 


which appear in the Univerſe. Oui 


of the various Arguments, that e 


vince the Truth of this Propoſiti- 


on, There is a God, I have ſele&ec 5 
this as the moſt Evident and Inte 


ligible. N 


—_—_ 
I may with Reaſon preſume, thay 
I ſhall not incur any Cenſure toll 


not employing new Arguments t 


was never objected to Lucretin, 
that in his applauded Poem, he has 
not invented a new Syſteme 0 


prove the Being of a God; non 
but what have been produc'd be 
fore by many Writers, even from 
the Eldeſt Days of Philoſophy. It 


Philoſophy,but only recited in pot 


tical Numbers, the ancient Do- 
ctrines of Democritus and Epicurmn 
Nor can it with Reaſon be ſup- 
posd, that the Arguments by 

which 
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| the 

ar nich he ſupports their Opinions 
nce ere not long before in the Schools 
ans Greece, Nor have moderh Wri- 
Ours on this Subject invented, but 
Lt e rſu'd the Demonitration of a 
ſiti od, from the evident Appearance 
Rec Contrivance and Wiſdom in the 


ſible World, which they have 
ne with more Clearneſs and 
Wrength, than thoſe who went be- 
re them. And while theſe have 
tempted to, evince the Exiſtence. 
a God only from the Contem- 
ation of Corporeal Nature, I have 
Wrry'd the Argument on to the. 
ctions of Living, Senſitive. and 


1,tclligent Beings, ſo far as we are 
ha quainted with them; believing 
olf dat brighter and more noble 
oe Nrokes of Wiſdom and Deſign ap- 
Do- ar in the Principles of Lite, Sen- 
ru tion and Reaſon, than in all the 
up- ompaſs of the Material World. 

by have endeavour'd to give the 


bject yet greater degrees of Per 
y ſpicuiry, 
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ſpicuity, more variety of Argu- 

a. 4 well as tate wn fam li 
ar Expreſſion, that the Stile being 
more pleaſing, and the Demonſtra- 
tion more readily apprehended, it 
may leave a deeper Impreſſion, and 
its Effects and Uſefulneſs may be- 
come more extenſive. In Order 
to this, I have rarely us'd any 
Term,of Art, or any Phraſe pecu- 
liar to the Writings and Converſa- 
tion of Learned Men. I have at- 
tempted, as Monſieur Funtenelle has 
done with great Succefs in his Plu- 
rality of Worlds, to bring Philo- 
ſophy out of the ſecret Receſſes of 
the Schools, and ſtrip it of its un- 
couth and myſterious Dreſs, that 
it may become agreeable, and ad- 
mitted to a general Converſation: 

I take it for granted, that no 
jadicious Reader will expect, in 
the Philoſophical and Argumenta- 
tive Parts of this Poem, the Or- 
naments of Poet ical Eloquence. In 

188 this 
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this Caſe, where Metaphor and 


Deſcription are not admitted, leaſt 
they ſhould darken. and enfeeble 
he Argument, if the Reaſon- 
ing be cloſe, ſtrong and eaſily ap- 
prehended, if there be an elegant 
implicity, Purity, and Proprrety 


of Words, and à juſt Order and 
Connexion of the Parts, mutually 


ſupporting and inlightening one 
another, there will be all the Per- 
fection which the Style can de- 


mand. 0 


ſolete Theology of the ancient I- 
dolarers of Greet ot Rome. That 
I fhould addtefß any rapturous In- 
vocations to their idle Deitfes, or 


more than once publickly-declar'd 
my Opinion, xhat a Chriſtfar Poet 
N cannot 


1 may ſafely conclade, that no 
Man will expect that in this Poem 
I ſhouſd borrow any Embelliſh- 
ments from the exploded and ob- 


adorn the Style with Alluſions to 
their fabulous Actions. I have 
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cannot but appear monſtrous and 
ridiculous in a Pagan Dreſs. That 
tho' it ſhould be granted, that 
the Heathen Religion might be 
allow'd a Place in light and looſe 
Songs, mock, Heroic, and the low- 
er Lyric Compoſitions, yet in 
Chriſtian Poems of the ſublime and 
greater Kind, the mixture of the 
Pagan Theology muſt, by all who 
are Maſters of Reflection and good 
Senſe, be condem'd, if not as im- 
pious, at leaſt as impertinent and 
abſurd. And this is a Truth ſo 
clear and evident, that I make no 
doubt it will by degrees force its 
way, and prevail over the contrary 
Practice. Should Britains recover 
their Virtue and reform their Taſte, 
they would no-more bear the, Hea- 
then Religion in Verſe, than in 
Proſe. Chriſtian Poets, -as well 
as Chriſtian Preachers, the Bu- 
ſineſs of both being to inſtruct 
the People, tho, the laſt only, are 
et" holy 


ad 
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yhelly appropriated to it, ſnould en- 
deayour to confirm and ſpread their 
own true Religion. If a Divine 
hould begin his Sermon with à ſo- 
emn Prayer to Bacchus, or Apollo, to 
Mars, or Venus, what would t Peo- 
ple think of their Preacher ? And 
s it not as really, tho not equally 
bſurd, for a Poet in a great and 
erious Poem, wherein he celebrates 
ome wonderful and happy Event 
df Divine 5 or magni- 
des the illuſtrious Inſtrument, 
dat was honour'd to bring the 
vent about, to addreſs his Pray- 
to falſe Deities, and cry for 
elp to the Abominations of the 
eathen ? To 3 : 
The Deſign of this Poem is to 
emonſtrate the Self-Exiſtence of 
Eternal Mind from the created 
Ind dependent Exiſtence of the U- 
iverſe, and to confute the Hy 
eſis of * the Fa 
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cally under { WhSts/20THEOatroti 
298 Aheient or Modern, = 
ke ever Den6minatfon; nia 
rang id. Theft of whom — 
the —5.— in Time vaus d 'by 
5 — md other that it e. 
froͤm Fter tri ty without Cauſe. 
Tis ttue, as —— dz both 
theſe acknowiedg'd the Exiſtence 
of Gods; but by their abſurd and] 
ridfculolt“ Deſcri ption of them 
tis SAS they Hack ' nothing elſe 


4 
| 
j 
4 
1 
4 
® 


in viewz'But to'Yyoid the nos: 'L 
io Ohitthcter of Arkeiſtieal Phi-f 9 
loſophers 4. 1 


This bewife bas pten een ob- 3 
jeied t6:Uis Deiſts“ of thecp rent i 
Times, rug at 8 a part off 
Nation 
ander alle Kt ne hey are 
/ ö 
really to be gumber'd- among the 
Arheifts® T'have-before' expreſs dj 
my Rdaſdhs wWry I cannot em 
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need, ibat moſt of the Deiſts 910 
of ain a particular Fri — 

be e Atheiſts, Are. : ith 
-m hcir-looſe and j impious ae hu 
by ion, and appear very tender of their 
* redit and Eſteem. | They are cha- 
a able in crying up cheir ſhining 
+1 WR valitics, Aan e excu- 


or lecging; thei their Immoral 


8. 
tions : While at the ſame time 


nd 

ey ſnew an Affectation in expo- 
1s the Faults and Follies of; the 
„ briſtians eſpecially 7 0 5 
. e moſt ſtrict and kegular /i in eheir 


ders, and appgar f be moſt in 
b nest. Tis, likewiſe take 
ent Nit theſe, Gentlemen. expreſs: no 


e * 
* 4 al for the Extirpation irreligi- 
bal Principles: They have never, 
ate far as know, written any t 


in them nor are they pleas” 
Company to declare their Pe- 


0 

m stion of Juch impious Maxims, 

1 tor sodaß en ae to Fopfute 
chem. 
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| them. While at the ſame time they 
| take great Pains, and ſhew a'warkn 
Zeal to weaken the Beljef of t 
Chriſtian Religion, and to expoſe 
the pretended Errors of its diffe- 
_ rentProfeflors; which ſeems indeed 
range, fince he that owns a God 
and his Providence, ſhould in Rea- 
ſon lock upon thoſe, who believe 
neither, tobe infinitely more oppo- 
ſite to him, than thoſe who agree 
with him in the Belief of a God, 
and differ only in the PEN of re- 
VE; Fd Religion. 
es, tis obſervable that the 
preſent Deiſts have not drawn andi 
publiſh'd any Scheme of Religion, 
or Catalogue of the Duties they are 
oblig d to perform, or hence fach i 
Obligations ariſe. They do not tel 
us, that look on Man as an Ac- 
countable Creature, nor if they do, 
for what, and to whom, or when 
chat Account” is to be made, * 
what 
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) whatRewardsand Puniſhments wilt 
4 attend it. I do not affirm they have 
no ſuch Scheme in their Thoughts, 
7 but fince they will not let us know 
* their Creed, and in the mean time 
F deride and triumph over that of 
4 the Chriſtians, Icannot defend them 
from thoſe, who ſay they are juſtly 
to be ſuſpeged. 275 | 
And that the Peiſt clear 
himſelf from the Suſpicion of being 
4 an Atheiſt, or at leaſt a Friend an 
Farourer of their Principles. x L 
could wiſh be wauld in publick 
he aſſert and demonſtrate the Being of 
d 2 God and his Providence, and 
n, declare his Abhorrence of the 
re Frinciples of thoſe who disbelieve 
Wir would litewiſe give bret S8 
t would likewiſe give great Sa- 
* tisfaction, and remove the ObjeRi-. 
1. ons of thoſe that Charge them with 
direct Irreligion, if they would 
ndl pleaſe to give ſome Account of their 
hat d 3 Be- 
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Belief'1>::Wherher they look upon 
God as one, HE, governs Mankind 
by Laws to be diſcover'd by the 
Light of Reaſon, which reſt rain 
our Inclinations and determine our 
Duty; That they would tell us what 
thoſe Laws are and what Sancti- 
ons do enfotoe them; and till this 
be done, they cannot well diſcharge 
themſelves from the Suſpicion be- 
fore: mention du. 
And here I would addreſs my 
ſelf to the Irreligious Gentlemen 
the Age and I deſire them not to 
rake up Prejudices againſt the Ex- 
iſtence ofa Godꝭ and run away with 
impious Maxims, till they have 
exeteis'd their Conſideration, and { 
made an impartial Enquiry into the 1 
Grounds and Reaſons, that ſupport | 
the Bellef of a Divine Eternal Be- 
ing. In order to fuck a reaſonable 1 
| 


Examination, it is but juſt and de- 
cent, they ſhould be in earneſt, and 
2885 Jn Bs hear 
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hear the Arguments e Ns ien 
Boa be mrs 0 J Th kink, 
and weigh th 1 9 ole Ar- 

ments, as dec S ui- 
_ after 8 1 Faun 1 55 a 


God, and- t es that 1 
from that b 40 1 . 
the greateſt Excellence and Nigni- 
ty in theinſelyes, and of the great- 
eſtConcern and Importance to Man- 
kind; and tre re ſhould never 
he treated. in Mirth and Ridicule. 
Generg s ofArmiesandCounce!lors. 
of $ tate, Senators and Judges, in 
the great and weighty Affairs that 
come before them, do not put on 


the Air of Jeſters and Buffoons, and 
inſtead of. grave. and ſolemm De- 
bares aim at nothing but Sallies of 
Wit, . treat ther 1 ia 
one ano 75 nly with Raillery a 
Deriſion: Yer the Buſineſs 


pas ia he Confderaion 0 f the 
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Perſons:Fſpeak to is; in every Re- 


irs before- mention d. 
ag they ſute there is no God, 
and therefore no Religion ? If they 
are not, what a terrible Risk do 
they run? If their Reaſons amount 
only to a Probability, the contra- 
ry Opinion may be true,” and ot 
May be 1s meg to give them the 
moſt frightful Apprehenſions, and 
diſturb them amidlt all the Plea- 
ſures they enjoy. But if they ſay 
they are al d, and paſt doubt 
theres is no God, let 2 conſi der, 
Confidence in an Opinion is not al- 
ways the Effect of Certainty and 
Demonſtration: TheirPredeceflors, 
the Atheiſts of former Ages, were 
as certain, that is as Confident, 
they reaſon'd Right, as they can 
be. They cannot pretend to clear- 
er Light, and greater Aſſurance of 
che Truth of their Maxims, than 


Epi- 


oy ect, infinitely! Superior ro/any of 
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Epicurm and Lucretius did; or in- 
ſult their Adverſaries with greater 
Contempt than thoſe have done: 
Yet theſe Men themſelves, at leaſt 
many of them, allow thoſe Philo- 
ſophers were groſly miſtaken, and 
will by no means truſt to the Epi- 
curean Scheme, as the Foundation. 
of their Opinions. If theſe great 
Maſters, notwithſtanding their un- 
exampled Confidence, have been 
miſtaken, why may not their Suc- 
ceſſors be ſo ? 0 
If they ſet up Ariftorle's heme, . 
and think they ſecure their Princi- 
les by making. the World to be 
ernal, and all Effects and Events 
the Reſult of ſuch. a fatal Neceſſi- 
ty, and an indiſſoluble Concatena> 
tion of Cauſes, as render it impol- 
ſible, that Things that are, ſhould 
not Be, or that they ſhould be o- 
therwiſe than they are: Let them 
conſider, that the greateſt. Aﬀer+ 
lk bs . _—— 
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tors of Impiety, I mean Democri- 

rut, Lencippes, Epicurus, and Lucre- 
ius, oppos' d this as an idle and in- 
coherent Syſteme; and that in- 
acedl it in ſ0, hall be after demon- 
ſtrated: And ſhould not this ſhake 
their Confidence, that all their 
Friends ii the Epicurean Schools, 
ho were ſuffic ient deliver d from 
the Prejudices of tion ahd 
Superſtitibus Impreſſions, could not 
ſer the leaft Probability in the 
Scheme of the Fataliſts, on which 
theſe Gentlemen are pleas d to re- 
1x in Matter WO higheſt Im- 
Porrance-? Alf 2d elf 

44 Willthey-confide i in Mr. Hobbs ? 

| Havthir Philofo het 2 anything 
nen Does he ny ſtronger 
Forces into the Fie — the Ee 
picutant did before him? Will they 
derive their Certainty from Spineſa? 
Can ſue an obſcure, perplext, un- 
intelligible Author create ſuch Cer- | 
2701 & 7 tainty, 
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tainty, ves no Noubt. or Di- 
ſtruſt :? If ben indeed to be undet- 
ſlood, what does he alledge more 
than the ancient Fataliſts have don 
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firmation? 


But further, ſince theſe! Gentle 
men ſhew ſo much Induſtty in pre 


n their Opinzoait and 4 : 
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ſo fond of making Proſelytes to A- 
theiſm ; ſince they affect à Zeal in 
countenancing,applauding and pre- 
ferring thoſe 8 the . . 
lirer'd from Religious Prejudices, 
and reform d and refin'd with their 
free, latge and generous Principles; 
how comes it to pats, that they 
neglect to inform and improve their 
neareſt Relations? are they care ful 
to inſtruct their Wives and Nangh- 
ters, that they nerd not revere the 
Imaginary Phantom of à God: 
That Religion is the Creature of 
a2 Timorous and ' Superſtitious 
Mind, or of crafty Prieſts, and 
cunning Politicians : That there- 
fore they are free from all Reſtraints 
of Virtue and Conſcience, and may 
proſtitute their Perſons in the molt 
licentious Manner, without any 
Remorſe, or uneaſie Reflection 
That tis idle to fear any Divine 


Puniſhment hereafter,” and as to the 
| Sham? 


— 
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Shame and Diſhonour that may at- 
tend the Liberties they take, in caſe 
they become Publick, that Scan- - 
dal proceeds from the groſs Mi- 
ſtakes of People perverted. with 
; 'Religion, and miſguided by a Be- 
$; lief of-a-Divine-Being, and of Re- 


y wards and Puniſhments in an ima- 
ir ginary Life after this? | 
ul Do'they take Pains to inform 
. their Eldeſt Sons, that they owe 
ic them no Gratitude or Obedience; 
K that they may uſe an uncontroul'd 
of Freedom in indulging all their Ap- 
18 petites, Paſſions and Inclinations ; 
d that if they are willing to poſſeſs 
on their Father's Honour and Eſtates, 
ts they may by Poiſon, or the Po- 
niard take away his Life, and if 
t they are careful to avoid the Pu- 
y niſument of the Magiſtrate by their 
; ſecret Conduct, they may be ful- 
1e ly ſatisfy'd of the Innocence of 


the 
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the Action, and as they have done 
themſclyes: much Good, ſo they 
have done their Father no. Injuxy, 
add therefore may enjoy in perfect 
Tranquility the Etuits of their, Fax- 
rieide a Whateyer thex may arm 
among their logſe Friends,; can- 
nat conceive they cam he: guilty of 
ſo much Folly, as to propagate 
theſe Opinions in their/o¼π)n Fami- 
lies, ani inſtruct their; Wires: and 
Children in the boundleſs Libexties, 
vbich by the rinci ples of Atheiſm 
are their undoubted Right. For 
in all Actions, where Religion does 
not interpoſe and xeſtrain us, we 
are perſectly, as has been ſa id, free 
to act as e think belt ſor our Pror 
fit and Pleaſure ii 
BgBeſides, to what à deplorahle 
Condition would Mankind be xe- 
duc'd, ſhould theſe Opinions be 
univerſally gmbrac'd If ſo many 
Kings 


” ? ” 
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Kings and Potentates, who yet 
proſeſs their Belief of: a God, and 
of Rewardsland Puniſhments in A 
Life to come, do hotwithſtanding 
from boundleſs Ainbition, aud: a 
cried Temper, oppreſs their Sub- 
jeds at Home, and ravage and de- 
ſtroy their: . Neighbours. abroad, 
ſhould think themſelves; free from 
all Divine Obligations, and there- 
fore too from the Reſtraints of 
Oaths and ſol mn Contradts; theſe 
Fences and Securities remov d, har 
aA deluge of Calamities wauld hre 
in upon the Worid . What Op- 
preſſion, whats Violence, what Ra- 
pine, what Devaſtation would fi- 
niſh the Ruin o Human Mature e 
For if mighty Princes are ſatisfy d 
that tis impoſſible for them to do 
any Wrong, what Bounds are leſt 
to inſatiable Avarice and Exorbi- 
tant Thirſt of Power ? It Monarchs 
ot; . $8 may 
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may without the leaſt Guilt vio- 


late their Treaties, break their 
Vows, © betray their Friends, and 


ſaerifice their Truth and Honour 


at Pleaſure to their Paſſions, or 
their Intereſt, what Truſt, what 


"Confidence could be ſupported be- 


tween Neighbour Potentates ? and 
without this what Confuſion and 
Diſtra&ion. muſt of Neceſſity en- 


* 
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On the other: Hand, if Sub- 
jects were univerſally Atheiſts, and 


look d on themſelves as under no 
Divine Obligation to pay any Du- 

ty or Obedience to the Supream 
Magiſtrate ; if they believ'd that 
when they took their Oaths of Al- 
legiance they {wore by nothing, 
and invocated a Power not in Be- 
ing ; that therefore thoſe Oaths 


. oblige them no longer than they 


think it ſafe, and for their Inter- 
* Ll eſt 
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eſt to break them; ſhould ſuch 
Principles obtain, would not the 
Thrones of Princes be moſt preca- 
rious > Would not Ambition, Re- 
venge, . Reſentment, or Intereſt, 
continually excite ſome or other 
to betray or aſſault the Lives of 
their Soveraigns ? and why ſhould 
they be blam'd by the Atheiſt for 
doing it > Why are Traitors, Aſ- 
ſaſſins, Haters of their Princes, 
and Enemies to their Country, 
branded with the 'odious Names 
of Ruffians- and Villains, if they 
lye under no Obligations to act 
otherwiſe than they do? 

Should Conſpirators, who aſſaſ- 
ſinate their wful Soveraign, 
have the good Fortune to make 
their Eſcape, I ask the Atheiſt, if 
he has in the. leaſt an ill Opinion 
of them for being engag'd in ſuch 
an execrable Undertaking ? - he 
| ays 
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ſays he has not, then xu Point is 
gain d, and an Atheiſt is what I 
have repreſented. If he ſays be 
has, I next ask him, Why 2 Let 
him tell me in what their Guilt 
conſiſts? Is it in the Breach. of a- 
ny Divine Law? that cannot be, 
for he QWNS none. «Ts it the Trxant- 
greifion of any human Law 7 Tell 
me, what Obligation he is under 
to obey any human Law, if no Di- 
vine Law entorces ſuch Obedi- 
ence ? Does their Guilt conſiſt in 
the Breach of their Duty ta their 
Prince and their Oaths of Allegi- 
ance ? Still the ſame Queſtion re- 
.currs, what Duty can a Subject 
owe to a Prince which Divine 
Laws do not conſtitute and deter- 
mine ? And how can an Oath of 
Allegiance bind, but by virtue of 
ſome Divine Command, that obli- 
ges us not to violate our Vows 
8 uf . | W 
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- By this it appears that an Atheiſt 
muſt be the worſt of Subjects. That 
his Principles ſubvert the Thrones 
of Princes, and undermine the 
Foundations of Government and 
Society, on. which the Happineſs 
of Mankind ſo much depends; and 
therefore tis not poſſible to con- 
ceive how there can be a greater 
Diſturber of the publick Peace, or 
a greater Enemy to his Prince and 
Country, than a proſeſt Atheiſt, 
who propagates with Zeal his de- 
ſtruckive Opinions. 
I have prov'd, in the following 
Poem, that no Hypotheſis hither- 
to invented in favour of Impicty, 
has the leaſt. Strength or Solidi- 
ty, no not theeleaſt Appearance 
of Truth to recommend it. A 
Man muſt be deſerted of Heaven, 
and inflexibly harden'd, that can- 


not or rather will not ſee the 
2 Un- 
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Unreaſonableneſs of Irreligious 
Principles. I demand only 2 
candid Temper in the Reader, 
and a Mind pleas'd with Truth, 
and deliverd from the Prejudices. 

of Atheiſtical Converſation. 


a. 
Sammary Account 
nne 


Following Poem, and of what 
is contain d in each Book. 


HE De/ign of this Work u t0 
demonſtrate. the. Exiſtence of 4 
Divine Eternal Mind. re 
The Arguments us d for this End, 
are talen from the various Marks of 
Wiſdom and Artful Contrivance, which 
are Evident to our Obſervation in the 
ſeveral Parts of the Material: World, 
And in the Faculties of the Human Soul. 


The Firſt Book contains the Proof 
of a Deity, from the Inſtances of 
EL, Win Defign 


_. A Summary Account, Oc. 


„ 


| and .Cheice, which. occur in the 
Structure and Qualities of the Earth 
and Sea. 
The Second purſues the Proof of the 
Same Propoſition, There is a God, 
from the Celeſtial Motions; and more 
fully from the Appear auces in the Solar 
Syſtem aud The Air. * 

In the Third, the Oljectious, which 
ate brought by Arheiftical Philoſophers | 
againſt: the Hypot hefis- eftabliſh'd in the 
70 Preceding Books, are anſwer d. 

In the Fourth'ss fai do n } 
pon ben At che Aion; Nr or Epicu 
ee Hel 2 0 

ted. 

In the Fifth, te Doftrins of the 
1 oy * eliàns, ue abe 

2 4 e be' _ eee 
| 0 Werfel. ö 
phe + Sixth, U he e f ebe 

two firſt Books is reſum d, and the 
Ex tente f Gd demonſtrated" from 
5 Prudence and Art diſcover'd in 
e a the 


A Summary Account, Cc. 


the ſeveral Parts of the Body of 
Man. rr 

In the Seventh, the ſame Demon 
ſtration is carry d on from the Contem- 
plation of the Inſtinfts in Brute Ani- 
mals, and the Faculties and Operati- 
ons of the Soul of Man. The Book 
concludes with a Recapitulation of what 
has been treated of, and a Hymn to the 
Creator of the World. K 
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CREATION. 
A 

Philoſophical PO E M. 
In SEVEN BOOKS. 


—— 
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BOOK I. 


The ARGUMENT. 
The Propoſition. The Invocation. The Ex- 
iſtence of a God demonſtrated from the 
Marks of Wiſdom, Choice and Art, 
which appear in the Vifible World, 
and infer an Intelligent and Free Cauſe. 
This evinc'd from the Contemplation, 
I. Of the Earth. 1. Its Situation. 2. 
The Cohefion of its Parts, not to be 
3 ſolv d 


\ 


2 The Argument. Book I. 


ſolv d by any Hypotheſis yet produc d. 

3. Its Stability. 4. [ts Strutture, or 

the Order of its Parts. 5. Its Moti- 

on Diurnal and Annual, or elſe the 
Motion of the Sun in both thoſe reſ- 
pets, The Cauſe of theſe Motions 

2 not yet accounted for by any Philoſe- 
' _ pher. 6. Its Ontfide or Face; the 
Beauties and Conveniencies of it; 

ite Mountains, Lakes, and Rivers. 

II. The Exiſtence of a God prov'd 
from the Marks and Impreſſious of 
Prudence and Deſign, which appear 


in the Sea. 1. In its Formation. 2. 


De Proportion of its Parts in reſ- ill ' 
tet 4 4 the Earthy. 3. Its Situation. : 
4. The Contexture of its Parts. 5, h 
Its Brackiſh or Brin Quality. 6. I 
ts Flux and Reflux. 7 
| I 

Ar 
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Dat 
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0 ene of Triumphs, or 
| of Arms, 
No more of 'Valour's Force, or 
Beaury*s Charms; i 
we Themes of Vulgar Lays, with 
juſt Diſdain, 
I leave unſung, the Flocks, the am'rous Swain, 
The Pleaſures of the Land, and Terrors of the 
Main. 
How Abje&, how Inglorious "tis to ye 
Groveling in Duſt and Darkneſs, when on bigh 
Empires immenſe and rolling Worlds of Light 
To range their Heay*nly Scenes the Mule invite ? 
I meditate to Soar above rhe Skies. 
To Heights unknown, thro* Ways untry'd, to riſc : 
I would th* Eternal from his Works aſſert, 
And ſing the Wonders ot Creating Art» 


While I this unexampled Task eſſay, 
Paſs awful Gulphs, aud beat wy painful Way, 
B 2 Celeftial 


4 CREATION. Book I. 


"Celeſtial Dove, Divine Aſſiſtance bring, 

Suſtain me on Thy ſtrong extended Wing; 
hat 1 may reach th' Almighty's Sacred Throne, 
And make His Cauſeleſs Pow'r, the Cauſe of all 

Things, known. 


Thou doſt the full-Exrent of Nature Tee, 
And the wide Realms of vaſt Immenſity : 
Eternal Wiſdom Thou-doſt comprehend,” 8 
*Riſeto her Heights, and to her Depths aelcend: 
the Father's ſecret Counſels thou canꝰſt tell, 
Who in His Boſom didſt for ever dwell: A 
Thou on the Deep's dark Face, Immortal Dove, A 
Thou, with almighty Energy didſt move T 
On the wild Waves, incumbent didſt diſplay” M 
Thy genial Wings, and hatch primæval Day: Bt 
Fo 
T} 
De 


Order trom Thee, from Thee Diſtinction came, 
And all the- Beauties of che wondrous Frame: 
Hente ſtampt on Nature we perfection find, 


Fair as th Idea in th* Eternal Mind. 
| J's T 

Sec thro? this vaſt extended Theater Th 
Of skill Divine what-ſhining Marks appear: An 
Creating Power is all around expreſt, - A. 
The God diſcover'd, and his Care confeſt. Son 
Nature's high Birth, her Heav'nly Beauties ſnow z Wh 
By cv'ry Feature we the Parent know. Anc 
| The 


Th' ex- 
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Th' expanded Spheres amazing to the Sight, 
Magnificent with Stars and Globes of Light; 


| The Glorious Orbs, which Heav'ns bright Hoſt 


compoſe, 
Th' impriſon'd Sea, that reſtleſs edbs and flows z-. 
The fluctua ting Fields of liquid Air, 
With all the curious Meteors hov'ring there, 
And the wide Regions of the Land, proclaim 
The Pow'r: Divine, un rais'd the mighty Frame, - 


What Things ſoc loe *er are to an End reterr'd, 
And in their Motions ſtil] that End regard, 
Always the Fitneſs of the Means reſpect, 
Theſe as conducive chuſe, and thoſe reject, 
Muſt by a Judgment foreign and unknown 
Be guided tc their End, or by their own... 
For to de ſign an End, and to purſue- 
That End by Means; and have it ſtill in view, 
Demands a Conſcious, Wiſe, Reflecting Cauſe, 
Which freely moves, and acts by Reaſor's Laws: 
That can Deliberate, Means elect, and find 
Their due Connexion with the End deſign'd. 
And fince the World's wide Frame do's not include. - 
A Cauſe with” ſuch: Capacities endu'd; 
Some other Cauſe oer Nature muſt preſide .- N 
Which gave her Birth, and do'% her Motions guide. 
And here behold the Cauſe, which God we name, 
The Source of Beings, and the Mind Supreme; 

B 3 Whoſe 
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Whoſe perfect Wiſdom, and whoſe prudent Care, 
With one Conſed' rate Voice unnumber' d Worlds / 
declare. We Pos i 4 7 | 
See how the Earth has gain'd that very Place, 
Which of all others in the doundleſs Space 
Is moſt Convenient, and will-beft conduce 
To the wife Ends requir'd for Natutes Uſe·- 
| You, who the Mind anti Caiſe Supreme d, 
Nor on his Aid to form the World rel, 
Muſt grant, bad perſe& Wiſdom been employ'd "oh 
To find, thro? all th* Interminable Void, | 
A Sear molt proper, and which beſt became 
The Earth en 2 have been the ame. 
2 442 get abu e Id 
Now, a0 this furpricicg Fact ne, 
Who this Event Fortuitous belieyre, . 
That the Brute Exrth ungaidef-ſhould- embrace 
The only Uſeful, only Proper Place, . F 
Of all che Millions in ths eurer Space? 


Could * Atoms with in. pe tuous Speed 
By diff rent Reads and ene \ 
From Regions oppoſite: begin their Flight, 
That here they might Rencounter, here sr 
What Charms could theſe Terreſtrial nt 
In this one Point of all Immenſity, 


. | I That 


OO > = 


2 
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That all th enamour /d Troops ſhoald thicher flow ? - 
Did they its uſeſul Situation know ? 

And when the Squadrons with a ſwift Careet 
Had reach*d that Point, why did they ſertle there, 
When notliing check d their Flight, bus G 

of Air, 
Since Epicurus and his Scholars ſay ? 


That unobſtructed Matter flies away, F 
Ranges the Void, and knows not —— ; 


If you, ſapacibus Sons of Art, pretend 
That by their Native Force they did deſcend, 
And ceas'd to move, when they had gain'd their 
End; i 
That Native Force till you inlighten'd know, 
Can irs myſterious Spring diſcloſe, and ſhow 
How it's exerted, how it does impel, -, 
Your uninſtructive Words no Daubt diſpel. 
We ask you, whence does Motive Vigour. flow ? 
You {ay the Nature of the Thing is ſo. 
But how does this relieve th? Enquirer*s Pain? 


h. 


The Atomiſts, who Skill Mechanic 3 
Who boaſt their clearer Sight, and deeper Reach, 
Aſſert their Atomes took that happy Seat, 
Determin d thither by their inbred: Weight 3 


B4 Thar 
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That downward throꝰ the ſpacious Void they ſtrove 

To that one Point, from all the Parts above. 

Grant this Poſition true, tho Up and Down. + 

Are to a Space not limited unknown; 

But ſince they ſay our Earth from Morn to Morn 


an at = —— 


On its own Axis is oblig'd to turn; l 
That ſwilt Rotation muſt diſperſe in Air f 
All Things which on the rapid Orb appear: b 
And if no.Pow'r that Motion ſhould controul, 1 
Fr muſt disjoint and diſſipate the Whole: q 
is by Experience unconteſted ſound, * 
Bodies Orbicular, when whirling round, a 
Still ſhake off all Things on their Surface plac'd, - T 
And to a Diſtance from the Center caſt, - 
If pondrous Aromes are ſo much in Love T 
With this one Poirr, that all will thicker move, N 
Give them the Siruarion they deſſre; | A 

1 But let us then, ye Safes, next enquire, - In 
What Cauſe of their Coheſion can you find; Te 
What Props ſupport, what Chains the Fabrick bind? Tl 
Why do not Beaſts that move, or Stones that lye He 
Looſe on the Field, throꝰ diſtant Regions fly? W 
Or why do Fragments, from a Mountain rent, Th 
rend to the Earth, with ſuch a ſwiſt Deſcent ?- Ha 

N B | No 


Thoſe who deſcribe this one determĩnꝰd Courſe· To 
Of pondrous Things to Gravitating Force, ; 


Refer 
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Refer us to 4 Quality occult, _ | 

To ſenſeleſs Words, for which while they inſult 

With Juſt Contempt the famous Stagyrite, 

Their Schools ſhould bleſs the World with clearer 
Litzht. 

Some, the round Eatth's Cobeſion to ſecure, 

For that hard Task employ Magnetic Pow'r. 

Remark, ſay they, the Globe, with Wonder own 

Its Nature, like the fam'd attractive Stone. 

This has its Axis, o th Obſerver tells, 

Meridians, Poles, Equator, Parallels. | 

To the Terreſtrial Poles by conſtant Fate 

Th' Obſequious Poles themſelves accommodate. . 

And when of this Poſition diſpoſſeſt 

They move, and ſtrive, nor ever will they — 

Till their Joy'd Situation they, regain,.. 8 

Where pleas d they ſettle, and unmov' d remain. 

And ſhould, you, ſo Experience does decide, 

Into ſmall Parts the wondrous Stone divide,” M 

Ten Thouſand of minuteſt Size expreſs” | 

The ſame Propenſion, which the large. poſſeſs. 

Hence all the Globe, Eis ſaid) we may « conclude - 

With this prevailing | endu d, . 

That this Auraäive, this urprizing ede 

Has no peculiar Vertus of its, ox z i 

Nothing, but. what i is. Common to, the le e 

To Oy to Axis, 2nd;to. either pole. » 


B 5 : The 
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The mighty Magnet from the Center darts? 
This ſtrong, tho? ſubtile Force, thro? all. the Parts: 
Its active Rays ejaculated thence, _ - 
Irradiate all the wide Circumference.. . | 
While ey*ry Part is in Proportion bleſt, 


And of its due attractive Pow'r poſſeſt; 


While adverſe ways the adverſe Atomes draw 
Wich the ſame ftrength, by Nature's conſtant Law 
Ballanc'd aud fixt, they can no longer move; 5 
Thro? Gulphs immenſc no more unguided rove. 
It Cords are pull'd. to adverſe Ways, we find 
The more we draw them, they the faſter bind. 
So when with equal Vigour Nature ſtrains, 

This way and that, cheſe ſine Mechanic Chains, 
They 6x the Earth, they Part to Part unite, 
Preſerve their StruQure, and prevent their Flight. 
Preſſure, they ſay, and Weight we muſt dilown, 
As things Occult, by no Ideas known. 
And on the Earth Magnetic Pow'r depend ©" 

To fix its Seat, its Union to detend.. | 


- 
7 


And with attentive Thought remark the Way, 


Let us this famꝰ d Hy pothefis me 5 | 


How Earth g attractive Parts theit Forct difplay, © « 
The Maſs, ti tis ſaid, road wy _y 
Torrents of Atomes, and Eretnal Show a 
Ot fine Magnetic Datts, of Matter made 
Subtile ſo, Marble they with Eaſe — 
| Re- 
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Refin'd, and (nent to Incor poreal) thin, 
Not by Auſomi an Glaſſes to be ſeen. 51 

Theſe Emanations take their conſtant Flight 

Swift from the Earth, as trom the Sun the Light; 
To a determin'd Diſtance they aſcend, 

And there inilect their Courſe, and downward tend. 


What can infuk unequal Reaſon more, 
Than this Magnetic, this Myſterious Pow'r ? 
That Cords and Chains beyond Conception ſmall, 
Should gird and bind ſo faſt this mighty Ball: 
That active Rays ſhould ſpriag from cv*ry Part, 
And tho? ſy ſubtile, ſhould ſuch Force exert ! 
That the Light Legions fhould be ſent abroad, 
Range all the Air, and traverſe ev'ry Road: 
To ſtared: Limits ſhould Excarfions make, 
Then backwar&of them elves their Journey take: 
Should in their Way to ſolid Bodies ching, 
And home to Barth rhe Captive Matter bring: 
Where all things, on its Surface ſpread, are bound 
By their Coercive Vigour to the Ground 
Can this be done wirhout a Guide Divine? 
Should we to this Hy pothe (as incline, 2 1 
$ay, does not here conſpicuous Wiſdony ſhine ? 
Who cam enough Magnetic Foce admire? 
Does it not Counſel and Defiyn require 
To give tho Earth this Mont tous Energy; 
lu ſuch a Meaſure, ſuch a juſt Degree, | 
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That ic ſhould · Mill perform irs deſtin'd te | 
As Nature's Ends and various Uſes ak 


For mould our Globe have had a — State 
Of this ſtrong Force, by which the Parts cobere 3. 
Things had been bound by ſuch a pow'rful Chain, 


Thar All would fix'd and motionleſs remain. 


All Men, like Starues, on the Barth would ſtand, 

Nor would they move the Foot, ot ſtrerch-the Hand. 

Birds would not range: the dies; nor (Dons the 
Woods, 

Nor could the Fiſh divide the uten a Floods. 


Again, had this ſtrange Energy been leſs, 


Defect. had been as fatal as Exceſs. 

For want of Cement ſtrong enough to bind 

The Structure faſt, huge Ribs of Rock disjoin'd: 

Wichouz-an Earthquake, from- their Baſe woul 
„ TS 

And Hills unhing*d from. their eee 

And- while our Orb pertorm' d its daily Race, 

All Beings found upon its ample Face, 

Would, by that Motion diſſipated, fly. 

Whirl'd trom the Globe, and ſcatter. chro*the Sly. 

They muſt Qbedient to Mechanic BWW 

Aſſemble, where the. ftronger Magnet draws; 


Whether the Sun that ſtronger Magnet proves, 
Qs. elſe ſ one Planet's Orb, that nearer moves. 


Who 
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* 


Who can unfold the Cauſe chat does tecal + 


Magnetic Rays, and make them backward fall? 


It theſe Effluvia, which do upward tend, . 
Becauſe leſs heavy than the Air, aſcend;  _ * 
Why do they. ever from their Height tetreat, 


And why return to ſeek their Central Sear? 


From the ſame Cauſe, ye Sons of Art, declare 

Can they by turns deſcend, and riſe in Arr. 

Prodigious tis, that one attractive Ray 

Should this way bend, — Way r- 

For ſhould th' unſeen Magnetic Jets deſcend 
All the fame Way, they could not gain their End: 

They could not draw and: bind the Fabrick faſt, 

Unleſs alike they ev'ry Part embrac d. 


How does Carteſfies all his Sinews ſtrain, 
How much he labours, and how much in vain, -/ 
The Earth's Attractive Vigour to explain? 
This bold Contriver thus his Thought conveys :./ 
Inceſſant Streams of thin Magnetic Rays | 
Guſh from their Fountains, with imperuons 
In either Pole, then take an adverſe Courſe > - | 
Thoſe from the Southern Pole, the Northern ſeek + | © 
The Southern choſe, char from the Northern break 
In either pole theſe Rays emitted meet 
Small Peres: provided, 1 „t 711 
Still to and fro they Circulating paſs, at 
Hold all the Frame, and firmly bind the Maſe. 


Thus 
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T hos he the Pansof Edrch from Flight reſtraing, 
2 alt bp fins ,? 


But oh! a trans ends; 
How vain the Mb, with Wit and Learalig - 
x crownfd; 0. 2 
How feeble all bis Srengeby ubes be Eye 
To trace dari Nature, and detect her Ways, 
Unleſs he callyits Author to bis Add, 
_— Whoervy ſec Spring of Motion laid; 
| Who over all his wondrous Works prefides, 
And to their Uſeful Ends their Cauſes guides? 
Theſe Paths in vairi-are by Enquirers trod; 
| There's no Phileſopby without a GO. 


Amir d- Carte f, let the Curious know, 
It your Magustic Atomes always flow 5.0 
From Pole _ whac bons: / rheir double 


[T +67 's: 


Source," 
Whar (pare wee gave cher their geg 


| 
} 
1 
6 
' 


Course. 
Tell, what could drill and perforate che Poles, 
And to th attractive Rays adapt their Holes? 
A Nac in long wππů, h prompts chem to purſue? 
Have the Blind Trocps th Important End in view? 
How are they ſarethey zu che Poles ſnalbneee 
Pores of a Fizure to their Figure it? 


r peat 4 
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Are they wich ſod; Soganity endud D govt edt?! 
To know,/f s theie-Janeney be purſu d, 
They ſhall the Bagch's Canftru3are cloſely bind, 
nf * 


a e 
Till wiſer Heads a wiſer Model frame. - 
For Earth's Formation ler fir Atomes ftart, 
To one determig*d Point, from ev'ry Part. 
Encounr'ring there from Regjons oppoſice. © 
They claſh, and interrupt each other's Flightz | 
And Rendenvoring with an adverſe Courſe, 
Produce an equal Poiſe, by equal Ferce : 
For while the Parts by Laws Magnetic act, 
And are at once atttacted and attrack: 
While march'd in wee they Keep We Goabetal 

Held. 

And neither 6vercome; and neicher yield. 
To happy Purpoſe they their Vigour ſpend, 4 


For theſt Edrkentſons in the Balance end, 
nene 2 


Did not this Work require a Knowing Mind 
Who for the Tisk" ſhould 88 Demchmemer che * 
Frbm all itie Atdincs, Wien cheir hen diffuſe | 
— of rhe Boundleſs Space, 
for their Rendezvous appoint the Place. 

Who 


Wich eee is che, aſt Building 
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Who ſhould command;' by his Almighty Nod, 
ff 1 
And ufacquainted with ch- appointed End, 
Their Marches to begin, and thither tend; 


Direct chem all to take the nearcſt Way, 
Whence none of all th* unnumber d Millions ſtray: 


From all the adverſe Regions of the Space, 


Make them advance with ſuch an equal Pace, by | 


| Thar they at once ſhould reach the deſtin'd place; 


Should muſter there, and round the Center ſwarm, 
And draw together, in a Globous Form. *% 


Of adverſe Parts, their mutual Flight is ſtaid ; * 


That thus the whole js in a Balance laid 3 \ 1: oÞþ 
Does it not all Mechanic Heads confound, TR 

That Troops of Atomes, from all Pares ground,,, tb, 
Of equal Number, and of equal Force, 5 


s Seni to chis Engle, Pojng die their, Cortes, 
- Thar ſo the Counter-preſſure;ev'ry wa, $ 


Of equal Vigour, might their Motions ſtay, 
And, by _y vols the whole, in Quiet lay ? 


* 


FY 


* 11921 Is 3en þL 


Beſides; — of the, Barc, pegard 10 
For Fimneſi ham is ab irs, Frame NN % 1; . ;, 


3 
read? qe n D mch a} V 


Metals 


Grant, chat by — Oppoſition made | 13 
/ 
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Metals and Veins of ſolid Stont are ſou nc 
The chief Materials, which the Globe compound. 
see, how the Hills, which high in Alr aſcend, 

From Pole :o Pele cher lofty Lines c ot 


Theſe ſtrong unſhaken Mounds reſiſt the Shocks. 
Oh Tides and Seas tempeſtuous, while the Rocks | * 
That ſecret in a long continu'd Vein n 5 
Paſs thro? the Earth, the pondrous Pile ſuftain : 
Theſe mighty Girders, Which the Fubrick bind, 
Theſe Ribs robuſt and viſt, in Order join ds 
Theſe ſubterranean Walls diſpos'd with Art, 

Such Strength, and ſuch Stability impart, 
That Storms above, and Earthquakes under ground 
Break not the Pillars, nor the Work confound. - 

Give to the Earth a Form Orbicular, - © 
Let it be pois'd, and hung in anden Airy 
Give ir the Situation to the Sun ' 

Such as is only fit; when this is done, 

Suppoſe ir ſtill remain'd a lazy Heap; 

From what we grant you no Advantage reap. 
You either muſt the Earth from Reſt diſturb, 

Or roll around the Heay*ns the Solar Orb. 

Elſe what à dreadful Face will Nature wear? 

How horrid*will theſe loneſome Sears. appear? 
This ne er would fee ono kind refreſhing Ray; V- 
That would be ruin'd, but a different way, 1 
Condemn'd to Light, and curs'd with endleſs Day. 


= — . 
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A cold Iſlanũtan Deſarv one would grow, 
One, er p- e N 
of 95's TA ct 
Thar Nature may this Final ner anz | 
Move, which will pleaſe you beſt, the Earth or San. 


But, ſay, from what great Builder's Magazines 


You'll Engines __y nme * vaſt Ma- 
chines 

Will yon empley to dect. —— 

And whirl ſo ſiſciy rouad the Sun or Earth? 

Ye learned Heads, by what Mechanic Laws - 

Will you of eicher Orb this Motion cauſe? 

Why do they move? Why in a Circle? Why 

With ſoch a Meaſure ot Velocity ? 


say, Why che Batt, if not che Earth, the Sunn 


Does thro? his winding Road the Zodiack run? 
Why do revolving Obs their Tracks ſublime 
So conſtant keep, that ſinee the Birth of Time- 
They never vary*d their acenſtom'd Place, 


Nor loſt a Minas is © long a Race? 


But hold; e 1b 80 for 3 
You are not vetſt in Rea& ning ſo ſeuere. 
To a firſt Queſtion your Reply's ax hands. 
Ask but à ſecond, and-you-ſpeechlaſs: ſtand. 
You ſwim a- top, and on the Surface ſtrive, 
Bur to the Depths of Nature never dive: 


For © if-yourdi . 99 71 
Divine Commivancey and a Gd ad A ir! 
Ye Sons of Art, one curious Piece deviſe, 
From whoſe.Copttrufture Mu ion Salbe 
Machines, to all Philoſophers tis known; + + 
1 Impulſe, not their O e 
Then let Gaſſendus chuſe hat Frame he-pledie, - * 
By which to turn the Heav*nly Orbs wich Eaſe ; 
Thoſe Oro maſt:reſd;/*rill by: cif ee Boron = 
Ot ſome firſt Move they begit . be A 
Meer Diſpoſirom j nicer Mechanic AN, 7 
Can never Motion to the Globes impart: - 
And if they cokly the Marks of wiſe'Defiga 
In that Contri vunee would conſpicuous ſhine. | 
Theſe Queſtione Ri rocks, wo fil demand, 
What moves they firft, nod pars ens off at Hand; | 
What make#tHheny this dhe way their Race 2 
While they 4 dioufand-other ways reſect ? 1 
Why do they never önce their Courfe 1b. 
Why do they ron wich ſuch an equal Pace; / 
And to Moment fen perform their Race? 
Why Earth or Sm Ditirria? Stages keep ? 
In Spiral Tracks why thfo*the Zodiack creep? 
Who can #ecorwnt for this; aniehs they: fiy 
Theſe Orbs ch eteha# Mirid's Command obey, © 
Who bad them move; 19 a1 tr tn pie 


To edthy its aue fiene aut ue, 


6 
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Which to compleat he gave them Motive Pow'r, 


That, hall nnen endure ? e | 


Thus we the Frame of Wehen egen 
No view the Earth in finiſh'd Beauty dreſt: 


The various Scenes, which various Charms aur. 


mung .. | 
0 150 


See how bits dt eben sessel, 0 


And wich their-poimed Heads invade the Skies. 


How the high Cliff theit craggy Arms extend, 220 


Diſtinguiſh States, and ſevet d Realms defend 5 


How ambient Shores confine the reſtleſs Deep, 
And in their ancient Bounds the Billows keep; 
The hollow Vales their- ſmiling Pride unſold 3 4 


: What rich Abnodance do their Boſoms held 2? 


Regard their lovely, Verdure, raviſ d xis 


4 


The ſpring Flow?rs of various Scent and Hoe: 


Net Eaſtern Monarchs, on theit Nuptial Day. 
In dazling Gold and Purple ſhine ſo gay 
As the bright Natives of th* unlabour'd Field, 


in Spinning, and in Looms unskil'd. . 


See, how the ripꝰ ning Fruits the Gardens crown, ; - 
Imbibe the Sun, and make bis Light cheir own, 
See the ſweer Brooks in Silver Mazes creep, 
Enxich che Meadows, and ſupply the Dee; 
While from their weeping Urns the Fountains flow. 


* 
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Admire che narrow Stream, and ſpreading Lake, 
The proud Apirg Orbe, and humble Brake: 
How do the Foreſts and the Woods delighr at 
How the fweer Glades and e charm the 

„„ 

Obſerve the pleaſant Lawn wil airy Plain, 

The fertile Furrows rich with various Gray 

Ho uſeful all? how all conſpire to grace | 
Th? extended _— and” —— n. 

th | 
Now, ſee, with e che Perez 
With how much Wiſdom are the Strata laid, 
Of different Weight, and of a different Kind, 
Of-ſundry Forms, for ſundry Ends defign'd ? = 

Here in their Beds the finiſh'd Minerals reft, 
There the rich Wombs the Sceds of Gold agel. 
Here in fit Moulds, to Indian Nations known, 

Are caſt the ſeveral kinds of precious Stone 
The Diamond- here, by mighty Monarchs warn 

Fair, as the Star that uſhers in the Mornz zm: 
There, ſplendid by the Sun's embody d Ray, 

The beauteous Rubie does irs Light diſplay. 

There Marble*s various colout d Veins are ſpread 3 
Here ol Bitumen unctious Stores are bred. 

What Skill on all its Surface is beſtow'd, 

To make the Earth for Man a fit Abdde ? 

The upper Moulds, wich active Spirits ſtor'd, 

And rich in verdant Progeny, afford 


+$% 
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The WY Paſture, and the ſhady Wood, | 
To Men their, Phyſick, aol Fouts Food, | 


Proceed yet farther, nd a Proſpect ks 
Of the ſwift Stream, and of the ſtanding Lake, 
Had not the Deep been torm?d, chat might comele/- 
All the Collected Treaſures. of the Main, 
The Earth had as eder wa aas, 
To Man an uninhabitable Flood, iS; i 
Yet had not Part as kindly ſtaid bebind, 
In the wide Ciſterns of the: Lakes conſin d, 0 
Did not the Springs and Rivers.drench che Land, 
Our Globe would grow a Wilderneſs of Sand; 
The Plants and Groves, the tame and ſatage Beaft, 
And Man, their Lord, would _ _ zan; 

oppreſt. 

Now, as you ſee, he Quentin ebene 
Part looſe. in Streams, part in — - 
So wilely is diſposd, as may condace 
To Man's Delight, or neceſſary Uſe. 


See how the Mountains in the midſt divide 
The nobleſt Regions, that from either fide 
The I which to e x Currents 
owe, 
May ev'ry way al en 
Ind verdant Wealth on all the Soil beſtory, 
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So Atlas, and. the Mountains of the Mean, 
From North to Souch io loſty Ridges. run ad etl 
Thro* Africk Realms, whence falling Waters leave 
Tt inferior Regions with a winding Wave. 

They various Rivers give-to various Soll, 

Niger to Guinea, and to Egypt Nite. ; 

So from the to ring Alps, ' on: different Sides, 
Diſſolving Snows-deſeend in num*rous Tides, 
Which in the Vale beneath their Parties ſoyn 

To form the Rhone, he Prey end che Rites, - 

So Caucaſus, aſpiring Tanrxs o, n 153.3 
And fam'd Imaus,-ever white" with Snow, 

'Thro* Eaſtern Climes their lofry Heads extend, 
And-this and chat way ample Currents ſend: 

A thouſand [Rivers make their crooked Way, 

And diſembogue their Floods into the Sea; 

Whence ſhould they neꝰ er by ſecret Roads retire, 
And to the Hills, (rom whenee they eame, aſpire; 
"They by their conſtant Sereams would for encreaſe 
The watry Stores, and raife ſo high the Seas, 

That the wide Hollow would not long contain . 
Th* unequa l Treaſures of the ſwelling Main: 
Scorning the Mounds Which now rb rr 

ſtand, 
The sea would paſs the Shores, and drown ihe 
_ Land, 
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| Which freſh Supplies of liquid Riches bring 


| The Streams are thus, their Loſſes to repair, 


Flow down in Rivers, and return in Rain. 


] 

Tlell, by whar Paths, what ſubterranean Ways, A 
Back to the Fountain's Head the Sea conveys | 9 
The telluent Rivers, and the Land repays. | T 
Tell, what ſuperior, what controuling Cauſe - T 
Makes Waters in contempt of Nature's Laws, T 
Climb up, and gain ch aſpiring Mountain's height, St 
Swift and forgetful of their Native Weight, Te 
What happy Works, what Engines under Ground, Tt 
What Inſtruments of curious Art are found, ' Ro 
Which muſt with everlaſting Labour play, | An 
Back te their Springs the Rivers to convey, At 
And keep their Correſpondence with che Sea ? Th 
Thi 


Perhaps you'll ſay, their Streams the Rivers owe 
In part to Nain, in part to melting Snow; 
And that the attracted watry Va pours riſe 
From Lakes and Seas, and fill the lower Skies. 
Theſe when condens'd che airy Region pours 
On che dry Earth in Rain, or gentle Show*rs, 
Th? inſinuating Drops fink thro che Sand, 
And paſs the porous Strainers of the Land: 


To-ev*ry River's Head, to each exhauſted Spring, | 


Back to their Source tranſmicted thro* the Air. 
The Waters ſtill cheir circling Courſe maintain, 


And 


—_— 
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And on the Soil with Heat immoderate dry d, 5 
To which che Rain's pare Treaſures ae deny d, 
The Mountains more ſublime in Erber riſe, 
Transfix the Clouds, and tow'r amidft the Skies: 
The ſnowy Fleeces, which their Heads involve, . 
Still ſtay in part, and ſtill an. ꝓurt didolve.. 
Torrents and loud impetuous Cataract 
Thro* Roads abrupt and rude uofaſhion'd Tra mr 
Roll down the lofty Mountain's channePd fides, 4 
And tothe Vale coovey their foaming Tides. 5 £300 
At length, ro make their various Cyrrents one. i 
Theſe un Streams wake, {owe As 2 
Head, ah 1 
1 Scores dim elring and weſoending led 105 I 
Thus from th aſpiring Mountains df the Moon A 
Diſſolving Treaſures ruſh/in Torrents down. 5. ; 1 
Which paſs che dun: burnt Realms and ſandy goil, 5 F 
And bleſs th* Egyptian Nation with their Nile: | 1 
Then whoſde er his ſecret Riſe would know, } 1 
Muſt climb the Hills, and trace. bis. Head in Snow. 
And cho? he Rhine, dhe Danube and the. Rhone, _ 
All ample Rivers of our orilder Zone, 0 — 
While they advagce along che Flats and Plain, N 
Spread, by the Show rs augmented, and the Rains; 
et theſe their Source and firſt Beginning, owe = _ 
To totes, that from the-f/pine Mountains flow. 
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Hence, ** the Siows in Winter ceaſe co weep, | * 
2 And undiſſdle'd their flaky; Texcure lp, 
4 "The Banks wich caſe their humble Streams contain, 
| Which ſwell in Summer,-and choſe Banks- diſdain. 
Pe. chis Account allow d, ſay, do not here 

T1? N of” Confamamae. Art . 


=» + Tn ** teen e — 
T Obſervers tell, is inthe Middle found; ; 1? 
That all che Streams, which flow4rom either fide, 
May thro” che · Valleys unobſtructed glide. | 
What various Kingdoms does the Dazube law, 
Before the Exxine Sea receives its: Wave? 
How many Nations of the Sun- burnt Soil 
Aan how many drink — 
__ _—_ ' DocoAudehi — Hydeſpes run? WITS 
Wr happy Empires, wide Euptrares, team, 
=_ And pregnant grow by thy prolifick Stream 

How many\ſpacious Countries does the Rhine 
- Tn winding Banks, and Mares ſerpentine 

Traveffe, "before he ſplits" in Belgss's Plain, 

And doſt in Sand creeps tothe German Main 

Flood which thro? Indian Refine heir Con 

purſue, 

That Mexico enrich, tate Rr”: 

With their unwearied dn yer larcher paſa, 

— they coach; che Sea, and end their-Þ +Race. 


Ta a0 as. 


And 


Boek I ONE NTT mh: 
And fince the Nvers und- che Vioods d, ©»; 
For . mne * {v8 
Does not this due Declivity declare Ty 
ang II ** k NE 1 
—— . 2oake alas: ive 
Thro? crooked Channels draw'theie Chryſtal Train; 
While lingring thus they in: Memnderrglidey] 1c} bo A 
ſcatter verndane Life on eich fide / 
— Bomey Fre 
wealthy Births confeſs the Floods -einbracs. - 
But chis great Blefſing would in part be leſt, 
Nor would de Meads Geh blooming bleney boaſt, Ty 
Did uncheck*d Rivers draw 6 u 
Th A 13 
ons? rt of anal 
The Sen does — 99 0 
No leſs the Marks of -perfc@ Salli uren 
When firſt che Aromes to thg Congreſs cams, to 
Ad by ke Gear) nnd Pos . 
What did che Liquid torh' Aſfembly canli 
To give theit Add fn ceo 1 
Firſt, tell us, whiy did any ce nem, why, - 
— — v: 3 — 
Why were che Moiſt in 'Number ſd Outdonnt 
That to a Thouſand Dityg they are but one? kf 
When they united, aud weber c lun 
When r 
| C 2 


* 


That whetvtempeſtaons Winds she Ocean, 


** 


= 
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How was theunion/broke, the Knoe-unty?d; © 17 


. 


What, bot a Conſcious Agent, «could proude 
The ſpacious Hollow, where the Wavesreſide- ? +» 

l the deep 27 1 10 bas o 23 
Does in ies Womb the Floating Treaſures keep 3 | 


a * . 


B Froncier ride, - | 
And thre the Land ies ne? 
hat other Chuſethic Frame! conlli{piconri ve,” © 


— 5 1 * 5 
W— 4 $4 et © * 
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This apr, this wiſe Contexture of che ber, 
Makes i the Ships driv?n by — | ba 
Whence hardy Merchants Sail from 1 
Bring India's — 1253 — V. 


1224 


When you with. Liguid _— TY 


Deep, 
What does ns Flood-from 1 
Should it lye Sagnant-in ies ample Seat, * 
The Sun would zhro* it prend — He. * 
The Wiſe Contriver. on — "Is 
Careful this fare] Error to prevent, 5 "A 


br dnt ng | 
Mixt them with. Salt, ended a thts. 
Whar othet Cauſe could this Effect produce 2 - 

* The Brackiſh Tra hue! che Main diffulat; - 

You, who to, Solar Beams this Task aflign, - 
To ſcald the Warte, and turn the Lide — 

Refle®, thar A the Fluid Scores which Hleep>- *'-— | 
In the remoteſt . Cayerns of the Deep, 194. Loy 

Hare of the Briny Force a greater Shave, 40 k 

Than rhofe above, that Ar AD: | 
Others, but oh how, much in vain | ere@ ge 
Mountains of Salt, the Ocean to ine. 
Who, ver?d in Nityre, cam deleribe the Land,, * 
Or fix the Place on which. thoſe Moontajns ſtand 2 

Why have thoſe Rocks ſo long unwaſted Rood, ..- 1 

Since, laviſh of * they chro the Flood. 


Have. 
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Have, Ages. paſt, their melring Chryſtul ſpread, l 


w ger. ee 


— een AN 2 
To keep che Sea from ſtagnating, the Tide; 


Which now wc foe 4d vance, and now ſubſide. 


It you exelude this great Directing Mind, | 
Declare be Ce of this 'EMR yo 600. 
You who this Globe round en Abs 22 
From chat Rotation this Sven derive 
You ſay, the eng Which with 
Attends the Earth ia es irs raph — 


5 


- 
. 
0 - 
- 
* 


Does with ite 'Waves'fall 'batkward to e, | 


' And- thence! repelf'd, advances co the Paſt : 


While — Motion does indure, 
The Doep m 166! 


"Thus to the getting 
Abrrmnite Tides in Rated Order: tan; © 
h Exydbimints you bring us to explain” | 
This Nocion, ade pertinent and van. 
An Orb er ban round ks o Axis whirl 3 
win nor the Motion to 2 diftance bur] | 
\ vvhatever Duſt or Sand you on & place, | 
And Drops of- vater from its Convex Face 7 


- 


"ng 4 


Cf this Potation does the Sens Affekt, «Po | 5 0 bo 


| The rapid Motion rather wolf este 
| The Srorts, the 0% — Sts, 
Aod Frow'tes ainpl Saf caſt che Main; 


Alok 


BookT, CREATION: * 
Aloft in Nir would mabe dhe Oueun fly, 
And dah med we m U.. iT 


N00 35) (C245 750 £4 


If you, to —— N : 
To the bright Sun's, or Moon's impulſite- Forte 3 


Do you, whio call for Demonſtration, cell» 
How difſtayrOrbs th? Obedient Flood imipeta. 
This ſtrong Myſterous Taſlaemet eplus 


By which, do full the Waves they pues de n. 
But if yon chuſe Magnevic' Porz and r, 
Thoſe Bodies dy Nctraction move the 8e ß: + 
Till with new Light you make this Seerex known, 
And tell vs how ds by Attraction done, 
You lea ve he Mind in Darkneſs ſtill invotr'd;, © 
Nor have v, like Phſlaſophers, refolwt n 
The Doubts Which we to Reus wing Men refers." 
nn BEIETYS r. hn 
* f Ti. * 
— the LacarOrb- proficdes. 
O'er Hamid Bodies, and the Oman fies :- 
Whoſe Waves obfeynious ebb, or ſwelling run * 
With the decliniog or increafing Monz -4 
With Reaſon ſeem her Empire to maintain, 
As Miſtreſs of the Rivers and the Main. 
Perhaps her active Influences cauſe 
Th' Altethate Flood, and give the Bitiow Laws 3 ; 
The Waters ſeem her Orders to obey, 
Ard cbb and. flow, determin n'd-by ber Sway... 
'C4, Grant- 
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Grant chat the deep this forcign Sovereign owns, 
That mow'd by ber it this and that way runs. 
Say, by what Force ſhe makes the Ocean ſwell, 
Does the arraft the Waters, or impell? | 
- How does fhe rule the rolling Waves, and guide © 
By fint and conſtant Laws, the reſtleſs Tide? 
- Why does ſhe dart her Force to that degree, 
As gives ſo juſt a Motion tothe Sea, ; 
D rmrinenci.m5 hoo cmd... 
Than Nature's various uſctul Ends require? 
A Mind Supream you therefore muſt approve,, 
© Whoſe bigh Command caus'd Matter firft to move: 
Who ſtill preſerves irs Courſe, and with reſpet 
To his wiſe Ends, all Motion does dirc&. 
- He to'the Silver Moon this Province gave, - 
Aud ſtet her Empire oer the Briny Wave: 
Endu'd ber with fuch juſt Decrees of Pow'r, 
As might his Aims and wiſe Deſigns procure: 
Might agitate and work the troubled Deep, 
And rolling Waters from Corruption keep ; 
But not impell chem oer their Bounds of Sand, 
wann Fa 


cba. 


+» 
- 


504 . 33 . 24 


e 


1 


CW 


N 


N 


The ARGUMENT.” 
The * The munerous end imper- 


tant Bl Religion. The Exiſtence -- 
* a G e from the Wiſdom 
appear in the Motions of 
* 5 Ay 3 but mare. particularly 
in the Solar Syſtem. I. Nhe Situation of 
the Sun, and its. due. -Diſtance from the - 
5 The fatal Conſequences of its la- 
ving been plac d.. othermiſe — 
=» 7 83 be 
Change 4. bow, eg 2 
r. — 2 
E 2 
c D of. the. Sun between, the Tro- 
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7 ARA, by kai Epicurus raught, 
N WEL From Greece do Rome ox jmplous | 
go” e | 

8 * Then War with Hen u be did h- 
IJ 4 . ſulting wage 

2 And breath's againſt de Gods... 
immortal Rage: 


dee, he exclaings, rhe Source of all bur Woe 1 
Ours Fears and Suff*rings from Religion low. © 


We grant, a Train of Mi chiefs oft procceds N 
From Su perſtitious Rites and Penal Creeds; 
But vie v Religion in ber Native Charms, 
Diſperſing Bleflings with indulgent Arms, . 
From her fair Eyes what heay*oly Rays are ſpread P - 
What blooming Joys ſmile round her blifful wa pe 


offspring Divine f by thee we bleſz the Danse, 
Who form'd the World, and rules it by. his Laws; a= 
His Independent Being we adore, 
Extoll his Goodicß, and revere hi Pom nm. 


9783 
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Our wondring Eyes his high Perfections view, 
The Tofty: Contemplation we purſue,” 
vin raviſh'd we the great Idea nd. 

| Shining in bright Impreſſions on our Mind. | 


"Ioſpie'd by mee, Gueſt of celeſtial Race; 27 

Wich generous Love, we Human- kind embrace 3 
We Provocations unprovokꝰd receive... 
Patient of Wrong, and eafie to ſortive; 
Protec the Orphan, plead the Was Cauſe, 
Nor deviate from the Line unerring K HTN 


Thy Luftre, bleſt Efulgence, can diſpel! 

The Clouds of Error, and the Gloom of Mell; 

Can to che Soul impart Echerial Light 

Give Life Divine and Intellectual Sight: 

Before our raviſh'd Eyes thy Beams diſplay, 
The openingg Scenes of Bliſs, and endleſs Day; 
' By which incited we with Ardour riſe, | 
ora n and dun the Skies, 


| Dm theo of Nature owe, 
Break all their Tortyres, and, indulgent grow. 
Ambitious Conquerors in their mad Career, 


check d by thy Voice, ann 


f Spear. 

The boldeſt Champions of Impiety, 
Scornful of Heav*n, ſubdu 4 or won by Thee, 
Kelore thy hallow'd Altars bend the Knee. 
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Looſe Wits, made iſe, a publick Good become; ' 
The Sons of Pride an bumble Mien , 


The Profligate, in Morals grow ſevere, 
Detrauders juſt, and Sycopbants fincere. - 


Wich amorous Language, and bewitching Smiles, 
AttraQive Airs, and all the Lover's Wiles, .. 

The fair Eg yprian Jacobs Son careſt, 

Hung on his Neck, and languifh'd on his Breaft, 
Courted with Freedom now the beauteous Slave, . 
Now flatiꝰ ring ſued, and threatning no did . 
But not the various Eloquence of Love, | 

Nor Power enrag'd could his ſic d Virtue move. 
See, aw'd by Heav*n, the blooming Hebrew flies 
Her artful Tongue, and mote perſuaſive Eyes: 
And ſpringing from her diſappointed Arms, 
Prefers a Duageon to, forbidden Charms. 


Sredfaft in Virrue's and is Coumery's Cauſe, Nau 
Th? illuſtrious Founder of the ib Laws, 
_ raught by Hea Vn, at genuine Greatneſs aim'd, 
ich wogrby Pride Imperial Blood diſclaim d. 
me allurmg Hopes of Pharos Throne A. 
And the vain Pleaſures of a Court dec lin d, 
Pleas'd with obſcure Receſs, to caſe rhe Pains $ 
Of Jacob's Race, and break their Servile Chains... ( 
Such generous Minds are , where 1 Ri- 
gow reigns. 
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Tuben own, and praiſe th* Artificer Divine. 
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Which the blue Regfons of the Skies adorn 3 


And in dd attenyive Mind Amazement breeds: 


tin look around,  , 
All Nature view wich marks of Prudence crown d. 


Mind the wiſe Ends, which proper Means promote ; 


Pl 


See how the diff rent Parts for diff went Uſe are 
- wrought; 
Contemplate all this Conduct and Defign, 


Regard the Orbs ſublime in Erber born, 


Compar'd with whoſe Extent, this low hung Ball 
Shrunk to a Point, is deſpicably ſmall : 

Their Number, counting thoſe the unaided Eye 
Can ſee, or by invented Tubes defcry, 

With thoſe which in the adverſe Hemiſphere, 

Or near each Pole to Lands remote appear, 

The wideſt ſtretch of Human Thought exceeds, 


While theſe fo numerous, aud [o vaſt of fire, 
In yarious ways roll thro* the trackleſs Skies; 


Thro? _— Rogds perplext and intricate, 
Perform theft" Stages, and their Rounds repegt * 


None by Colljfion from their Courſe are diiv'n, | 
No Shocks,"110 Conflitts' break the peace of eva. 
bs Bart d Globes," b6 glowing Fragments fal, 


"A 
f 
he Bn A 0 *ervarn'd, ruſh This terreſtrial Ball, x po 
Order ali the Orbe advance, * 
And in their maay complicated Dance, 
2 Not 
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Not in one part of an te Patbleſs Sky 
Did any un. er ner _ 


When when ten thouſand Men Jepriv's of Sight, 
To ſome wide Vale direct their Footſteps right; 
Shall there a various figur d Dance cflay, + 
Move by juſt Steps, and meafur'd Time obey 3 
Shall croſs each other with uncrring Feet, 

Never miſtake their Place, and never meet: 

Nor ſhall in many Years the leaſt decline 

From the ſameGround, and the ſame winding Line: 
Then may in various Roads the Orbs above, 

Without , a Guide, in-gerte& Concord moe z 

Thea Beauty, Order, avd Harmonious Laws 

May not requirg a Wile Dining Cunt, 


See, how ch' iodulgent Farker of the Der 
At ſuch due Diſtance does his Baabe diſplay, 
That be his Heat may give 49 Sca aud Land, 
In juſt degrees, as all their Wants demand. 
But had be in th* prmeaſyradle Space 
Of aber, choſes 8 xemoter Place z 
For Inſtance, pleas d with chat Superior Seat 
Where Sarurng..or where Joys, thajr Courſe. mew 
Or had he happen'ꝗ tarther yer to ye, 
In the wore dau Martes of rhe Sy, * 
How ſad, pow wild, Nee O7P dh 
Of Deſolation had his Planet been? 
\ ; A 


— — 


— — — 


= — — — — 
. - 


— — 


. — r . ooeoods: — 
= bo . * 1 


40 CREATION. Book II 

A waſtful, cold, untrodden Wilderneſ, 

The gloomy Haunts of Horror and Diſtreſs, 

Inſtead of Woods, which crown the Mountain's 
Head, x 1 

And the gay Honours of the verdant Mead ; 

Inſtead of Golden Fruits, the Garden's Pride, 

By genial Show*rs, and ſolar Heat ſu pply d, 

land ian Cold, and Hyperberean Snows, 

Eternal Froſt, with Ice that never flows, 

Unſufferable Winter, had defac'd 


No mild Indulgent Gates would 62.5 hang 
On their ſoft Wings, ſweet Vapours thro? the Air, 


_ The Balmy Spoils of Plants, and fragrant Flow'rs, 


Of Aromatick Groves, and Mirtle Bow'rs, 
Whole odoriferous Exhalations fan : 


The Flame of Life, and recreare Beaſt a ud Man.” 


But Storms, ev n worſe thati dex Norwegian Waves, 
Than breed in Seyrbia*s Hills, or Lepland Caves, 
Would thro? this bleak Terreſtrial Deſart blow, 
Glaze it with Ice, or whelm it ore with Snow. 


Or bad the Sun, by ike undappy Face, 7 
ElcRed to the Barth a ncarer Seat, 
His Beams had cleft the Hill, the vaily dry'a, 
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A Hear, ſuperior far to that which broils 

Borneo, or Sumatra, Indian Iſles 3 | 

Than that which ripens Guizea's Golden Oar, 

Or burns the Lyb/an Hind, or tanns the Moor, 

Had laid all Nature waſte, and turn'd the Land 

To Hills of Cinders, and to Vales of Sand. 

No Beaſts could then have rant d the kealelt 
Wood, 

Nor Finny Nations cut the Boy ling Flood. 

Birds had not heat the Airy Road, the Swains = 

No Flocks had tended on the ruſſet Plaips. 

Thus had he Sun's. bright Orb been more remote 

The Cold had kill'd 5 and if more near, the Drought. 


Next ſee, Lucretian Sages, ſee the Suey 
His Courſe Diurnal and his Annual run. 
How in his Glorious Race he moves along, 
Gay as 4 Bridegroom, as a Gyane ſtrong» 
How his unvary'd Labour he repeats, 
Returns at Morning, and at Eve retreats 3 
And by the Diſtribution of his Light, | 
Now gives to Man the Day, and now the Night: 


Night, when the drowſie Swain and Traveller ceaſe 


Their daily Toil, and ſooth their Limbs with Eaſe 3 


When all the weary Sons of Woe reſtrain | 
Their yielding Cares with. Slumber's Silken Chain, ® | 


Solace ſad Grigt, and Jull relagans Pai 
Ant 


© 
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And while the Sun, ne*er eovetous of Reſt, 
Flies with ſuch rapid Speed from Eaſt to Weſt, 
In Tracks Oblique he thro? the Zodiac rolls, 
Between the Northern and the Southern Poles : | 
From which revolving Progreſs thro? the Skies, 
The needful Seaſons of the Year ariſe. 
And as he now advances, now retreats, 
Whence Winter Colds proceed, and Summer Heats, 
He qualifies and cheers the Air by turns, 
Which Winter freezes, and which Summer burns, 
Thus his kind Rays the two Extreams reduce, 
And keep a Temper fit for Nature's uſe. 
The Froſt and Drought, by this alternate Pow r, 
The Euth*s prolific Enctgy reſtore. ; 
The Lives of Man and Beaft demand the Change; 


Hence Fowls the Air and Fiſh the Ocean range. 


Ot Heat and Cold this juſt ſucceſſive Reign, 
Which does the Balance of the Year maintain, 
The Gard'ner's Hope, and Farmer's Patience props, 


| Gives Vernal-Verdure, and Autumnal Crops. 


| Should bur the Sun his Daty once forger, - 
Nor from the North, not from the South retreat; 
Should not the Beams revive, and ſooth the Soil, 


Mellow the Furrow for the Ployphman's Toil : 
A teeming Vigour ſhould they not diffuſe, 


Ferment the Glebe, and genial Spirits loofe, 


Which 


\ 


[ 
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Which lay impriſon'd in the ftiffen'd Ground, 

CongeaPd with Cold, in froſty Fetters bound, | 

Unfruirful Earth Abe weten Fare would mourn, 

No Graſs would cloath the Plains, no Fruit the 
Trees adorn. 


But did the ling'ring Orb much longer ſtay, 
unmindſul of fis Courſe, and crooked 25; 
The Earth, ef Dews defrauded, wou deteſt 
be fatal Favour of th* Efulgenr Gueſt : -* 
To diſtant Worlds' implorce him to repair, 
And free from noxious Beams the Sultry Air. 
His Rays, productive now of Wealth and Joy, 
Would then the Paſtave and the Hills annoy, 
And with too great Indulgenee would deſtroy. 
In vain the lib*ring Rind would rin the Land, 
Turn up'the'Glebe, and ſo his Seed in Sand. 
"The Meads would crack, in-want of binding Dews, 
The Channels would d exhaling River loſe : 
While in their Haunts wild Beaſts expiring 1ye, 
The panting Herds would vn the Paſture dye: 
But now the Sun at neither Tropick ſtays 
A longer Time, than his alternate Rays 
In ſuch proportier Heat and Luftre give, 
As do „ bur-revive. | 
wheat 2607 4: " 
Whenthe bright O, ab bas madre" 
leverts his Courle, and from the North retreats ; 4 
A | 


| 
| 
0 
; 


. : 2 l —— 
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The ſproutiag Births, and beauteous vernal Bloom, 
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As he advances, his indulgent Beam 

Makes the glad Earth with freſh Conceptions team 
Reſtores their leafy Honours to the Woods, 

Flow'rs to the Banks, and Freedom to the Floods 3 
Unbinds the Turf, exhilarates the Plain, 
Brings back his Labour, and recruirs the Swain 3 
Thro? all the Soil a genial Ferment ſpreads, 
Regenerates the Plants, and new adorns the Meads. | 
The Birds on Branches pearch'd, or on the Wing, 
At Nature's verdant Reſtauration ſing, 

And with melodious Lays en e wh 


'. The Hears of dummen BeneGes produce - 
Of equal Number, and of equal Uſe. 


By warmer Rays to ripe Perſection come. 
Th? auſtere and pondrous Juices they ſublime, = 
Make them aſcend the portus Soil, and.climb 
The Orange-Tree,, the Citron and the Lime: I 
Which drunk in Plenty by the thirſty Root, 
Break forth in painted Flowꝰrs, and golden Fruit. 


Ld They explicate the Leaves, and ripen Food 


For the Silk- Laboprers of the Mulberry Wood: 
And the ſweet Liquor on the Cane beſtow, 
From which. prepar'd the luſtious Sugars flow z 
With generous Juice enrich the ſpreading Vine, 
yy ns Cott Wine. 
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The fragrane Trees, which grow by Iadian Floods, 
And in A:abia's Aromatie Woods, 

Owe all their Spices to the Summer's Hear, 

Their gummy Tears, and odoriferous Swear. 

Now the bright Sun compact the precious Stone, 
Imparting radiant Luſtre, like his own : | 
He tinRures Rubies with their Roſſe Hue, 

And on the Saphire ſpreads a heav*nly Blue; 

For the proud Monarch's dazling Crown prepares 
Rich orient Pearl, Cs Gu 


Next Autumn, when the Sun's withdrawing 1 . 

The Night enlarges, amd contracts the Day, 

ro crown his Labour to the Farmer yields 

The yellow-Treafures WF his #fuirful Ficlds; 

Nipens the Harveſt for the crooked Steel, 
(While beriding Sralks the Rural Weapon'feel.) 
grant Frute far the nice Palace firs, - 

And to the Preſs the 5 Grape fabmits. 


At — by wh'olar Rays, . 
dee, drooping Nature fickens and decays, | | 5 
While Winter all his Snowy Stores diſplays : 

In hoaty Trium ph anmoleſted Reigns P's 
Oer barren Hills, and bleak untrodden Plains; 
Hardens the Glebe, the ſhady Grove deforms, 
Ferters the Bloods, and ſhakes the Air with Storms. | 


Now 
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Now active Spirits are reſtrain'd with Cold, . 
And Priſons crampt wich Ice the Genial Captive 
. hold. 
8 The Meads their flowry Pride no longer weary 
And Trees extend their. naked Arms in Air; 
The frozen Furtow, and the fallow Field, 
Nor to the Jon, nor co che Harrow yield. 


| 
| 
[| 
| 


0 Yer in their turn the Snows and 2 
= Various Effects, of neceſſary Uſe. 
Th? intemperate Heats of Summer are conttoul'd 
| „„ A ns 
"== Which checks et we Spawn, and noxious 
Streams, - * cory 
The fatal Offspring eee 1's 
Th? exhauſted Air with virakNirre fills, * 
| Infection ſtops, and Dearhs in Embryo kills : | 
˖ Conſtrains the Glebe, keeps back the hurtful We 
And firs the Furrow tor the Vernal Seed. 
The Spirits now, as ſaid, impriſon'd ſtay, þ 


Which elſe by warmer Sun- beams.drawn away, 

Would roam in Air, and diſſipated ſtray. 

Thus are the Winter Froſis do Nature kind, 

- Frofts, which reduce exceſſive Hears, and bind 
Prolific Fermenrs in reſiſtleſs Chains, 
Whence Parent Barth her Pruitſulneſs maintains. 
To compaſs all theſe happy Ends, the Sun 
In winding Tracks as's thro? the Zodiack run, 


PO 


You 
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' You, who ſo much are verſt in Cauſes, tell, 

What from the Tropicks can the Sun repel ? 

What vig'rous Arm, what re percuſſive Blow 

Bandies the mighty Globe ſtill to and fro, 

Yet with ſuch Conduct, ſuch unerring An, 

He never did the trackleſs Road deſert ? 

Why does he never in his Spiral Race - 

The Tropicks, or the Polar Circles paſs? . 

"What Gulphs, what Mounds, what Terrors can 
controul 

The ruſhing Orb, and make him backward roll ? 

Why ſhould he hault at eicher Station, why © 

Not forward run in unobſtructive Sky ? 

Can he not paſs an Aſtronomig Line, 

Or do's he dread th*maginary Sign, 

That he ſhould ne et advance to either 

Nor farther yer in liquid Erber roll, 

Tilf he has gain'd ſome unfrequemed Place, 

Loſt to the World in vaſt 8 Space? 


If to the Old yes the New Schools prefer, 
And to the fam*d Copernicus adhere ; 
If you eſteem that Suppoſition belt, 
Which ti Yn and fcoce the. Ut 
Reſt: . | 
With a new Veil your Ignorance you hide, . 
Kill is the Knot-as bard to be waty'd. 


F prove 
That moving Pow'r, that Force Innate explain, 


Whether that Pow. r yon at the Center place, 


Ot an Effect to manifeſt the Cauſe, 
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You change your Scheme, dabrturoang | 
main, =, 


And till you leave th? enquiring Mind in Pai 


This Problem, 28 Philoſophers, reſolve : 
What makes the Globe from Weſt to Eaſt revolve ? 


What is the ſtrong impulfive Cauſe declare, 


Which rolls the pond*rons Orb fo ſwift in Air? 


To your vain Anſwer will yau have recourſe, 

And tell us tis Ingenite, Active Force, 

Mobility, or Native Pow'r to move, 

Words which mean Nothing, "and can Noching 
? 


Or your grave Anſwers are abſurd and vain: 
We no Solution of our-Queſtion find; 
Your Words bewilder, not direct the Mind. 


If you a bi banden na Wen 7 
For the hard Task employ Magnetic Pow'r, 


Or in the middle Regions of the Maſs, 1 
Or elſe, as ſome Philoſophers aſſert, 10 
Yon give an equal Share to ev'ry Part, * 
Have you by this the Cauſe of Motion ſhown? vier 
Aſter explaining is it not unknown? - * 
Since you pretend, by Reaſon's ſtrigeſt Laws, | Wit 


Nature, 


re, 
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Nature, of Wonders ſo immenſe a Field, 

Can none more ſtrange, none more mytrions 
yield, 

None that eludes Sapacious Reaſon * 

Than. this obſcure, inexplicable Pow'r. | 

Since you the Spring of Motion cannot 

Be juſt, and faulcle(s Ignorance allow; 

Say *ris Obedience to th* Almighty Nod, 

That *ris the Will, the Pow'r, the Handi God. 


Philoſophers of ſpreading Fame are found, 
Who by th* Attraction of the Orbs around 
Would move the Earth, and make its Courſe obey 
The Sun's and Moon's inevitable Sway. 
Some ſrom the Preſſure and impelling Force 
Of Heav'nly Bodies would-derive its Courſe ; 
Whilſt in the dark and difficult Diſpute 
All are by turns confuted, and confute. 2 
Each can ſubvert th* Opponents Scheme, bur gone 
Has Strength of Reaſon to * his own, © 


The Mind employ d in arch of ſecret Things, 
lo find out Motions Cauſe and hidden Springs, 
Thro* all ch* Etherial Regions mounts on high, 
Views all rhe Spheres, and ranges all the Sky: 
Searches the Orbs, -and penetrates the Air 
wich unſucceſsful Toil, and truitleſs Care - 


5 TH 
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"Till ſtopꝰd by awful Heights, and Gulphs immenſe 
f Wiſdom, and of vaſt Omniporence, * © 


*She rembling ſtands, and does in Wondet pare, 
Loft in the wild Inextricable Maze. ; 


See, how _ un does on che-middle'Thine, 
And round the Globe deſeribe th* ®quator Line, 
By which wiſe Means he can the whole farvey 4 
Wich a dirt, or with a flanting Ray, | þ 
An · the Succeſſion of a Night and Day, 
Mad the North Pole been fixr beneath the dun, 
To Southern Realms the Day had been unknown; 
Ti-the South Pole had gain'd that nearer Sear, 
"The Northern Climes had met as hard a Fare, 
And fince the Space, that lies on either fide 
"The Solar Otd, id without Limits wide 3 
Grant that the Sun had happer'd to prefer 
Seat askaunt, but one Diameter: 
Loſt to che Light by that unhappy Place 
This Globe had hain a frozen, loneſome Maſs, 


Behold: che Light emitred from ine Sun, 
What more familiar, and what more unknown? 
While by its ſpreading Radiance it reveals 
All Nature's Face, it ſtill it ſelf conceals. 

Sec how each Morn it do's its Beams difplay, 


And on its Golden Wings bring back the Day! E 
A 
How 


Book II. CREATION... 41 


Thro the blue Gulph of imer poſin Sky 1.1 + + 
How ſoon their Luſtre all;che Region fills, © 
Smiles on the Vallics, and adotns: tbe Hills 
Millions of Miles, ſo rapid is their Race, 

To cheer the Earth, they in few Moments paſs. | 
Amazing Progreſs ! At ita utmoſt ſtretch, _ 
What Human Mind can-this ſwift Motion reach © 
But if, to ſaveſoguick a Blige, pan Op gt 
The ever - tolling Orbꝰ's jmpul fivei Rag 


0: the next. Threads and Flames de — 6 ol 


Which form the ſpringy.'T exture of the Air, |. - 
That thoſe ſtill ſtrike the next, till to the Sigh 
The quick Vibration propagates the Light: 

'Tis till as bard, it we this Scheme believe, 


re Conſe of Le Gi rp 9 cont 


oF 1 211911 1. 


wich Thought from Brepolleion free, rele vo | 


On Solar Rays, as they the Sight teſpect. 
The Beams of Light had been in vain ere. 


Had not che Eye been fir. for Viſion made s 


In vain the Author had the Eye prepat d 
Wit 6 ak eee Lis open 
2 N 
The old and new 0 in Win = 


Attempt the Heay'nly, Moxions ro explain, 


Firt Prolomy his Schemg Celeſtia], wrought, — — 


And of Machines a wild Proviſion brought. 


D 2 Otbs 


_ OY 
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Orbs Centric and Bceentrie he res bu 0 
*Cxeles-and Epicyeler;' ſoliqpHeres 
In order. plac'd, and with — Wals 


Io ſolve the Tours by Heavy nly Bodies made. 


But ſo perplext, ſo ſutricate 4 Frame, 
"The latter Ages with deriſion nume. 


The Comets, which at Seaſons downward er, 


Then · with their flaming Egeipage aſcend 3 
-Venus, which in the Pu lieus of the dun 
Does now above him, now beneath Rim tung 
"The ancient sro ꝶure ob the Heav'ns ſubvert, 
Veer'd maenn but with nan an. 


| Copernieni; who rightly did condemm 

The eldeſt Syſtem, form d à wiſer scheme; 
An while deaves the Sun at Reſt; and rofls 

The Orb Terreſtrial on -4ts-proper Poles z; 
"Whikblveiales the Night And Day by :\#Carcen, 
And by its low and crooked Conrſe rhe Tear. 
The famous Dune, Who oft the Modern guides, 
To Earth and dun their Provinces divide: 
"The Earth's Rotation makes the Night and Day, 
"The Sa rev%νν,g chro* th* Eechy tit Wax 
Efſocts the varjous Seaſons of the Lear, 
Wyhjchin cher Turn for happy Ends appear. 


This Scheme or that, which pleales beſt, embrace, 


— : ron their Moricn trace. 


1 
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kepler aſſerts thele Wonders may be done | 4 


Which be, to gain bis End, thinks fis to uy Ver 

Full in the Center of that mighty Space, © 

Which does be 'Spheres, wee: Fe roll, 1 
clude, 

And leaves kim _ ad d. nt 44 # 

The Sun, thus ſeated, by Mechanic Laws, 2 10. — 

The Earth, and every diſtant Platt e 12. 


Wichin his " are N in Ether ans, 


web 1 ra {4 vignt Ell . 
if al theſe rolling Orbs the dun obey, 

Who holds his Empire by Magnetic Sway z. 

Since al) are guided with in equa}-Foree, |” 3 f 3 

Vhy are they ſo unequal. 19 their -Conrls & | 1 i 194 
Daturn in thirty Years hig Ring.compleats, | lr 
Vbich ſwiftes; Jupiter in Twelve repeats,! '- 0 
77 three and twenty Months revolving n — — 

e Earth in twelve her Annual Journey ends. 
uus, thy Race in twice foum Months is run + 
or his CAPO 
er Revolution finiſhes in on. 
all at once are mov d, Aue i = 
ef OAT a ron hee ad vel pA 


If ſome, you fay, preſt with a pondrous Joad 
df Gravity, move flower in theit Road. 
N3 


py the Magnetic Vittue of the Sun. br 


By which Attraction all the Planets ound Ore AL 
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Becauſe, wich Weight encumber'd-and oppreſt, 
- Theſe ſluggiſh Orbs th*-Artrative gun reſiſt 3 

Till you can Weight and Gravity explain, 

Thoſe Words are inſigni ficant and vain, 

If Planetary Orbs the Sun obey, 

Why ſhould the Moon diſown his Sov ſpans ? 
Why in a whizling Eddy of her own - | 
Around the Globe Terreſtrial ſhould der aun 4 
This Diſobedience of che Moon will ptove | 
The Sun's s bright Orb. man, 


' Philoſophers may (pare their Toll, in vain 
They form 5 _ rack: their thought- 
5 ful Rain >; ig a. ein "> 
The Cauſe of Heav'nly Motions: ro . : 
After their varjous unſurte n ſul Ways, 
Their fruitleſs Labour, and inept Eine, 
No Cauſe of thoſe Appearantes rhey?l} na, 
But Pow'r exerted by th* Eternal Mind's 
Which thro? their Roads the'Orbs Celeſtial drives, 
And This or That determin'd Motion gives. 2 
The Mind Supreani does all che World controul, 
Which by his Order This and That way tow), 
From him they take a Delegated Forte; 
And by his high Command maintain cheir Courſe; 
By Laws decreed e' er fleeting Time begun, 
Io their fixt Limits they-theif Sages run · 


* 
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But if the Earth, and each Erratic Worlds - 
Around the Sun their proper Center wWhirl' d, 
Compoſe but one extended yaſt Machine, 
And from one Spring their Motions all begin 3. a 
Does not ſo Wide, ſo Intricate a Frame, IT 
ret ſo Harmonious, .Sov*raign Art proclaim? 
Is it a Proof of Judgment to invent. 
A Work of Spheres involv'd, E 
The Situation ot the Orbs above, ', 
Their Size and Number ſhow, and bow they more 3: 
And do not in the Orbs themſelves, appear 
renn. and Deſign. as clear: 


This wide Machine the Univerls regand;. - $07 
With how much Skill is each Aparmment reat 4e 
The Sun, a Globe of Fire, a glowing Maſs, - 
Hotter than melting Flint, or fluid Glaſs, 

of this our Syſtem, holds the middle Places 
Mercurius neareſt to the Central Sun, . l 
Does in an Oral Orbir circling run: 4 
But rarely is the Object of our Sigbt. 

In Solar Glory ſupk, and more. prevajling Light.. 
Venus the next, whoſe lovely Beams adorn. 

As well the Dewy Eve, as opening Morn, . 

Does her fair Orb in beauteous Order turn. 
The Globe Terreſtrial next, with ſlanting Poles, 
And all irs pond'rous Load, unwearied roms. 


D. 4. Then; 
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Then we behold bright Planetary Fove 

Sublime in Ab thro* his wide Province move; 
Four Second Players his Dominion own, 

And round him turn, as round the Earth the Moon, 
Saturn revolving in the higheft Sphere, 


Yer is-ehis mighey hſtois, which contains 
So many Worlds, ſuch 'vaſt Etherial Plains, 
But one of Thouſands; which compoſe the Whole, 
Perhaps as Glorious, and of Worlds as full. 
The Stars, whitch grace the high Expanſion, bright 
By their own Beams, and unprecarious Lighr, 


Tho? ſome near Neighbours cem, and ſome n | 


United Luſtre in the Milky Way, 

Ava vaſt Diſtance from each order lye, © 
Sever'd. by ſpacious Voids of liquid Sky. 

All theſe Illuſtrious Worlds, and many more, 
Which by the Tube Aſtronomers explore 3 
And Millions which the Glaſs can ne er deſcry 
Loft in the Wilds of vaſt Immenſity, 

Are Suns, are Centets, whole ſuperior Sway | 
Planers of vations [Magnitude obey. 


if we with one eleer; de * 
Saw all theſe Syſtems, all theſe Orbs of Light 3 
If we their Order and Dependance knew, * 
_ all rheir Motlons and their Ends in view, 


Wich 


1 - 
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With all the Comets, which in Erber ſtray, ** 
Yet conſtant to their Time, and — «ad 
Which Planets ſeem, tho? rarely they appear, 

Rarely approach the radiant Sun ſo neur, 


That his fair Beams their Atmoſphere 4 
Whence their bright Hair ad Trains ane 
made, Dit aid f \ 
Would wor: ta ata pas” 50 
of per Beata er * 


* 


The Maſters form Abr e, ” 
Who do's the Chief in modern Science rule, .. 


* 


Ere& their Schemes by Mathemarick Laws, / 3 
And ſolve Appearances with juſt Applauſe : * A 
Theſe; who have.Nature's Steps with Care p urſu'd,, = 


That Matter is with a&ive Pbrce endu d, 
That all its Parts Magnetic , EY 


Ard to each other gravitace,, aſſert. 9%; 51 
While by this Pow'r they on each other a 
They are at once attracted, and attract. 1 
Leſs bulky Matrer rherefore muſt obey _ PF" if = 
More bulky crer's more eee I ' j 


By this the Fa rich they 

By this the Co of Hes 150 8 Orbe 1 bo 

Yet theſe Sigaclout das Sons of Science own 

Attractive Virtue is a Thing unknown. . 

This wondrous POL they pioally ufer: 

Th? Almighty. Authot did dt firſt Impatez'* g 
D I a 
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| The Motioarhedelign'l for Nature's Uſe, - 
But leaſt we ſhould not hete dur Bevirente pay 


To learned Epicurus, ſee the Way 

By which this Reas/nexy. of ſuxh high Renown, 
Moves thro? th* Eeclyptic Road the rolling Sun. 
Oppreſt with Thirſt and: Heat, to adverſe Seats _ 
By Turns, ſays he, 4he-painting Suo-actreats_. 
To flake his Drought, his Vigour to repair 

Jn Snowy Climes, and frozen Fields of Air ; 
Where the bright Glytron revels without reſt 
On his Cool Banquet, and Aerial Feaft : 

Srill to and fro he docs his Lighr convey, . 

Thro? the ame Track, the Game aka, '} 
On Luxury intent, and Liter of.h is Prey. 


But if the Sun is back and forward 506, 
Fo treat his thirſty Orb with Polar Cold, © 48 
Say, is ir ndt, good Epicurns, ſtrange 
He ſhould not once beyond the Tp ic range, 
Where he, to n he Drought ſo much inclin , 
May ſnowy Fieſds, and ticrous tre find, © 


Meer ſtores of Cold ſo gretdi wad, - 
And be refreth r Ae 51 


Sometimes this wondrous Man is pleas di to fax, 


This Way and That ſtrong Plas the Jan convey : 


»” _— 'A 
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A Northern Wiad his Orb with Wear drives,”, 

Till at the Southern Tropic it arrives; 47 

Then wanting Breath, and with his Toil oppreſt, . 
He drops his Wings, and leaves the Air at reſt: 
Freſh Guſts now ſpringing from-the Southern Ne 
Aſlault him there, and make him backward nl. 
Thus Gales alternate thro* the Zodiack blow - * 
The ailing Orb, and walt him to and fro J 
While Epicurus, bleſt with Thought 'refin'd,'. © 05 
Makes the vaſt Globe the Paſtime of the Wink. 


Were it not idle Labour to confute 
Notions fo wild, unworthy of Diſpute ; 3 
rd of we Learned Epicyras asl, ny 
If this were for the Winds'a proper Task 7 . 
Iluſtrious Sage, inform th* Enguirer why - g 
Kill rom one ſtated Polnt of all the x 
The fickle Meteor ſhould the Sun convey, ige 
Thro? the ſame Stages of his Spiral Way ? 
Why in one Path, why with ſuch equa] Pace, 
That be ſhould, never. miſs i in all hjs Race, 2 


of Time ons Mjpuee, pr ne Ich AF. x 
he gc i e 0 Reg 


155 — rs. vaſt iþ und hs 
Its wondrous Web ate the Loom Divine wy 
In Threads, the Hand that drow them our ſo fine. 


This 
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This wad WE Oontexture, makes irs Boſom b 


celeſtiaf Heat and Luſtre to tran mit; 
By which of Fortign 1 Orbs the Riches . 
On this , ny Ball below. 


obſerve irs Parts links in ſuch arcful fore,. 
All are at once suppomed, and Support. 
The Column poi: d fits, hov ring on our Heads, 
And a ſoft Burdep on our Shoulders ſi preads. 
So the Side-Arches. all the Weight ſuſtain, 
We find no Preſſure, and we feel no Pain. 
Still are the ſubtle Strings i in Tenſion found, 
Like thoſe of Lures. to juſt Proportion wound, 
Which of the Alr's Vibration is the Source, 


When it receives the Strokexol.Forejgn force. 


Let curious Minde who would Air inſ 
On irs Elaſtic nn reflect; ah 5 
The ſecret Force thro” all rhe Frame -diffus'd, © 
By which its. Strings are from Compreſſion Joos d. 
ſpungy Parts, | now to à ſtraighter 
Are forcd by Cald, and d N 1 
By-Turns tlicy all extehd, by Turgi 
As Nature's various ices require. 
They now expand to i] Il an empty Spüce, 
Now ſkrink.ts let ACT: Body Bs 
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It raging Winds invade. che Armoſphere, „ 
Their Force irs curious Texture cannot tear, * 

Make no Diſruption in the Threads of Air 3 .. | 
Or if it dv's, thoſe Parts themſelves reſtore, _ 


Heal their own Wounds, and their own Breaches 


en v2! r n 


Hence the Melodidus Teoims of the Sky, W 
Which haunt Interior Sears, dt ſoar on high, © © | 
Wich Eaſe thro? all the Fluid Region ſtray, 
And thro* the wide Expanſion wing their Way: 
Whole open Meſhes let Terreſtrial Steams. 

Paſs thro*, emtic'd away by ſolar Beams: 

And thus a Road reciprocal diſplay” £ 
Of Hest and Light, what ever-during Stones, 
Brought from the Sun's' ex hauſt leſs golden Shores, - 

Thro' Gulphs immenſe ot intervening Air, 

Enrich the Earth, and every Loſs repair! 
The Land, ics gainful Traffick to maintain, : 
Sends out crude Vapours,-in exchange for Rain 
The flowry Gurden and the verdant Mead 4 
Warm'd by the Rays, their Exhalations'{pread L 
In Show'rs and balmy Dees th be repaid; ' + 3. 
The Streams, their Banks forſaken, upward move, i 


RE And Gow agajn_ io wanidring Clouds above. 
n anette den 


Ta > * 
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[ 


Wich all the owe denianded there ſupply,” , 
Their different teams the Air's wide Boſom fill, 
Moiſt from the Flood, dry from the barren Hill; 
Materials into Meteors to be wrought, 
Which back to theſe Terreſtrial Seats are broutht, 
. By Nature ſhap'd to yarious Figures, thoſe 
The fruitful Rain, and theſe the Hail compoſe | | 
| The Snowy Flecce and curious-Froſtwork ; theſe 
5 Produce the Dew, and thoſe the gentle Breeze. 
Some form fierce Winds, which ofcr "ws Moun- 
: tain pals, 0 . 
And beat with vig*rous Wings the Valley's Face 3 ar 
Oer the wide Lake, and barren Peſart blow, 
O'*cr Lybia*s burning Sand, and Scythia s Snow 5 
Shake the high Cedar; thro? the Foreſt (weep, ; 
And with. their luxiens Breath ferment the Deeps.” 


This thin, this loft Comme of che Air | 
Shows the wiſe Author's Providential Care, 
Who did the won'drous Structure ſo comrire, . | 
That it might Life to Breathing, Creatures give 3» , 
hr reinſpire, and make che circling Mals rs; 
o* all. its winding/Channels ſit co p De 0 
Had got 4þe Maker weought the: ſpringy Frame 
Such as it is, to ian che Vital Flamm R 
The Blood, defrauded of its Nitrous food. 
Had cooFd, and languiſh'd in th* Arterial Road: 
: „ While 


* 
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While the tir'd Heart had ſtrove wich —— 
To rr 1 1. l. 


Of what tnporaaraſe us humane Kind, 11 r* 
To what great nds ſubſervient is the Wind ? 
Behold, where-e er this active Vapour flies, 
It drives the Clouds, and agitates the Sies: 
This from Stagnation, and Corru prion faves . 
Th* Aerial Ocean's cver-rolting Waves. 
This Ammals, o ſuscour Eite, demand. 
For ſhould the Air unventilated ſtand, 
The Idle Deep corrupted would contain 
Biue Deaths, and fecrer ſtores of raging Pain. 
The ſcorching Sun y ond wich a fatal Nam 
Make all the Void with Births 'waljgnant Ws, 
agrar Jaundige,, ſpeed Tarments breed, 
* purpi Faun Peſtilencial Sed. eo E. 14 
Exhaling Vapours would be turn A ro Swarms e, 
Of noxious Inſc&s, and defiruQive Worms, 88 a " 


=o 


More than were rais d to ſeourge Tytannic Luft,” 


By Moſes? Rod, from animated Duſt. 


| Another leg, which the breathiby TER 
Benevolent PETE i to, hu I Re Mane, A 
Is, e 518 405 14 # ir 
And with (oft Breezes 9 0 Wen hes, hah 
On which t errand e 0115 . 
ꝙ— RNNEITEY 3 
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n Ye ſwarthy Nat ions of che Torrid one 5 * * 77 
How well to you is this great Bounty known .. 
As frequent Gales from the wide Ocean riſe | 
To fan your Air, 'and moderate your Skies, - 

So conſtant Winds, as well as Rivers, flow 

From your high Hills enrich'd with ſtores of Snom. 
For this great End theſe Hills riſe more ſublime 
Than thoſe erected in a tem̃p rate Climm. 
Had not the Author this Proviſion made, 

By which your Air is cooPa,-yout Sun allay'd, 
Deſtroy*d by too intenſe a Flame, the Land + 

Had lain a parch*d inhoſpitable Sand. | 
Theſe Diſtricts, which between the Tropicks bes, 
Which ſcocching Beams ditectly darted fry, 

Were thought aß uninbabitable Katz 
Burnt by the Neightting Orb's Immod*rare Hear g 
But the freſm Breeze, char from the Ocean blows, 
From the wide Fake, or from the Mountain $ Shows, 
8o ſooths the Air, and mitigates the Sun, w 
So cures the Regions of the Sultry Tone, 

That oſt with Nature 8 1 they abound, 


nn, and mh Plemey crowd. 


As Active Winds he 4 1 8215 6 TR | ; 
The Seas no leſs OE eful Rlaſts IL mand. © 1erle 4 


Without WH Aid the bip 55 ne er 1 * a 


q But: 


Book H. CREATION.) e 


Bat lye a lazy and a uſeleſs Load, „ 019% 
The Foreſt's waſted You the Lumber ue 
Flood, © 


Let but the Wind with an auſpicious Gale {7 

To ſhove the Veſſel fill the ſpreading Sail, 

And ſee, with {welling Canvas wing'd, ſhe flies, ' 

And with her waving Streamers ſweeps the Skies? 

Th? advent*rous Merchant thus purſues bis m_y | 
Or tothe Riſe, or to the Fall of Day + 


Thus mutual Traffick ſever' Realms maintain, '- © 


And Manufa&ures change to mutual Gain; 
Each others Growth and Arts they ſell and buy, 
Eaſe their yn ory. and their Wants fupply. 


Ye Britons, who the Prue of Generics find, - 
How is your Iſle a Debtoc to the Wind, 
Which thither wafts bi fragrant Spoils, 
Gemms, Pearls and Spices from the Indian Iſles. 
From Perſia Silks, Wines from Iberia's Shore, 
Peruvian Drugs, and Cuinea*s Golden Oar ? 


* 


Delights and Wealth to fair Auguſta fo — 


From ev'ry Regioo whoar: oh n nn blow. 


See, n 1 
Their gloomy Columns, and obſcure the Air? 
Forgetful of their Gravity they riſe, - | 
Renounce thg Center, and uſurp the Skies, 
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Where, form'd to Clouds they their black Lines. 
dipl, 

And take their Airy March, as Winds convey: 

Sublime in Air while they cheir Courſe purſue, 

They from their (able Fleeces ſhake the Dew 

On the parcht Mountain, and with Genial Rain 

Renew the Foreſt, and re freſh the Plain. 

They ſhed their healing Juices on the Ground, 

Cement the Crack, and cloſe the gaping Wound. 

Did not the Vapours, by the Solar-Heat 

Thin'd and exhal'd, riſe to their airy Scat,. 

Or not in watry Clouds collected fly, 

Then form'd to pond*rous Drops deſert the Sky, 

The Fields would no Recrnits of Moiſture find, 

But by the Sun-beamgdry'd, and by the Wind, 

Would never Plam, or- Flower, or Fruit produce, 

Or for the Beaſt, or * | 


but in the eee which the Rain 
Does never bleſs, ſuch is th* Egyptian Plain,” 
With bow much Art is that Defect ſupply'd ? 
See, how ſome noble River's ſwelling Tide | 
Augmented by the Mountain's melting Snows, 
Breaks from its Banks, and oer the Region flows ! 
Hence fryizful Crops, and flow'ry Wealch enſue, 
And to the Swain ſuch mighty Gains accrue, 
He ne er reproaches Heav'n ſot wan of Dew. 


"8 Sec, 
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See, and revere th? Artillery of Heaven, 55 
Drawn by the Gale, or by the Tempeſt drin © 
A dreadful Fire the floating Batt'ries make, 
Oerturn the Mountain, and the Foreſt ſhake. 

This Way and That they drive the Armofpliere, 

And its wide Bofom from Corruprivn clear, 

While their bright * — W — en. 
Traid, era. 

And noxious vapeurt, which! ue cer wel 

Thus they refine the vital Element, | 


Secure our Health, and growing Plagues prevent. 


Your. Contemplation farther yet purſae z 
The wondrous World of Vegerables vier? 
Obſerve-the Foreſt Oak; the Mountain Pine, 
The tew'ring Cedar, and the humble Vine, 
The bending Willow, that o*erfhades the Flood, 
And each ſpontaneous Offspring of the Wood: 
The Oak and Pine, which high from Earth ariſe, 
And wave their lofty Heads amidſt the Skies, 
Their Parent Earth in like proportion wound, 
And thro? crude Metals penetrate the Ground; 
Their ſtrong and ample Roots deſcend ſo deep, 
That fixt and firm they may their Station keep, 
And the fierce ſhocks of furious Winds defic, 
Wich all che Outrage of inclement Sky. 
But the baſe Brier and the noble Vine 
Their Arms around their ſtronger Neighbour _— 


1 * 
t 
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The creeping· Ivy, to prevent its Fall, en 
Clings with its fibrous Grapples to the wall. — 
Thus are the Trees of ey*ry Kind ſecure, - 

Or by their own, or by a borrow'd Pow*r. 

But ev'ry Tree from all its branching Roots 
Amidft the Glebe mall hoHow Fibres ſhoots 3 
Which. drink; with chirſty Mouths the vital Nee 
And to the Limbs and Leaves their Food nnn. 


Peculiar, Pores peculiar Juice receive, 
To This deny, of That Admirtante give. 


; Hence vartous Trees their various Fruits produce, 
Some for delightful Taſte, and ſome for Uſe. 

Hence ſprouting Plants enrich the Plain and Wood, 

For Phyſigk. ſome, and ſome, defign?d for Food.» + ) 

Hence fragrant Flow'rs with diff rent Colours n 

on ſmiling RAT FER gaudy Nas. | 


Review theſe nam'rous Sooner, at once 4 
Nature's extended Face, then, Scepticks, ſay, 
In this wide Field of Wonders can you find 

No Ait diſcover d, aud no End deſign'd ? 


SH JOY 


CRE- 


* 50 


* - * . 


"CREATION. 


r 


"BOOK 11 


279 = *WLY 


The ARGUMENT. 


The Introduftion, Uſeful Knowledge firſt pit 


ſud by Man. Agricullture. Architecture. 
Sculpture. Painting: NMauſick. The Gre- 
cian 12 loſophers Fo 1 in Uſcleſs 
Speculat ions. The Abſurdity of aſſerting 
=  Self-exiſtent, Independent and Eternal 
Being of Atomes, according to the Scheme 
{ of Epicurus. Anſwer 11 
atheiſts, to the Scheme of Creation aſſert- 
ed in the two. former Books, . The Obje- 
gion brought by Lucretius againſt Crea- 
tion from the neceſſity of Pre- Sen Mat- 
ter for the Formation of all Kinds of Be- 
1gs; from the pretended unz'tful Contri- 
vance of the World ; from Norns, Briers 
und noxious Weeds, from Savqge Beaſts, 


Stormy, 


Object iom of 


- 
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__ Storms, Thunder, Diſeaſes; from the pai 

_ ful Birth and the. ſhort Life t Mar: 
from the Inequality of ' Heat and Cold in 
different" Climates, anſwer 1 © Th Ohje. 
Gion, of the Pyrchonians or Sceprichs 
anſwer d. A Reply to thoſe who 2 all 
Things owe their Being and their Motions 
to Nature. Their different and ſenſeleſs 
ccount of that Word More apparent and 
eminent Still and Wiſdom expreſsd in the 
Works of Nature than in thoſe of human 
Are The Unreaſonableneſs of denying Slill 
and Deſign in the Alithor of thoſe V/ark:, 
Vaninus, Hobbs and Spinoſa conji- 
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ER vain Philoſophy had recr'd her 

School, 
Whoſe Chiefs imagin'd Realms of 
Science rule, 

With 'idle Toil form viſi ionary 
Sche met, 

And wage Eternal War for rival Dreams: 

studious of Good, Man difregatded Fame, 

And Uuſeful Knowledge was his eldeſt A im: 

Tho Meta phy ſic Wilds he never flew, 


Nor the dark Haunts. of School Chimeras knew, 
But had alone his Happinels in View. 


He milk'd the lowing Herd, he preſs'd the 
Cheeſe, 
Folded the Flock, and ſpun the woolly Fleece, 
In Urns the Bees delicious Dews he lay'd, 
Whoſe kindling Wax invented Day diſplay*d ; 
Wreſted their Iron Entrails from the Hills, 
Then with the Spoils His glowing Forges ills , 


And 


. ß 
f 


— 
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| *ToRura)-Arms, unevnſcipus'yer 6f War. 
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And ſhap*d with vig'rous Strokes the ruddy Bar 
| He maderbe Ploughſhare in the Farrow ſhine, | 
© And learn'd to ſow his Bread, and plant his Witt. 
Now verdant Food adorn'd the Garden Beds, 

And truirful Trees ſhot up their branching Heads 
Aich Balm from Groves, and Herbs from graſſy 

Plains. 

"His Feaver ſooth'd, or bead his wounded Veins. 


Our Fathers next, in Architecture pa, 
Cities for Uſe, and Forts for Safety bulld: 
Then Palaces and lofty Domes aroſe, g 
Theſe for Devotion, and for Pleaſure Thoſe,  - 
Their Thoughts were next to arttul Sculpture tury'd, 
Which now the Palace, now the Dome adorn'd. 
The Pencil then did growthg Fame acquire, 
Then was the Trum pet heard, and tuneta] Lyre, 
One did the Triumph ſinz, and one the War 
* Inſpire. 


\ 


Greece did at length a learned Rice produce, 
Who needful Science mock*d, and Arts of Uſe, 
Conſum'd their fruitleſs Hours in eager Chace 
Of airy Notions, thro the boundleſs Space 
Of Speculation, and the darkſome Void, 


Where wrangling Wits, in endleſs Strife employ d, 


Man- 


* 
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Mankind witty idle Subetkies-emdbrotl, 
And faſhion Syſtems with Romantick Toll : 
Theſe with the Pride of — Schodls 
Impos'd on Nature arbitrary Rules 
Forc'd her their ain Inventions to obey, 
And move as Learned Prenzy trac'd the Way. 
Above the Clouds while they preſum' d to foar, 
Her trackleſs Heights ambirlous to explore, 
And heaps of undigeſted Volumes writ, / 
Illufve Notiotis of Phantaſtie Wi, 
$0 long they Nature ſtearch'd and mark d her Laws, 
They loſt the Knowledge of th* Almighty Cauſe, 


Th erroneous Dictates of each 
Renounc'd the Doctrines of the eldeſt Age? 
vet Theſe their matchleſs Science did proclaim, 
Uſurp Diſtirition, ad eee 


But tho? their Schools produc'd att 
Than empty Schemes, and Triumphs of Diſpute t 
The Notions which ariſe from Nature s Light 
A well adorn the Mind, as guide her right, | 
Enlarge her Compaſs, and improve her Sighe, ' 
Theſe ne*er the Breaſt with vain Ambition fire, 
But baniſh Pride, and modeſt Thoughts inſpire. 
ky her inform*d we bleſt Religion earn, 
lis zlorious Object by her Aid diſcern. 


94 | CREATION. Bool Il. 


The rolling Worlds around us we ſuryey, - : . -/ 
Th' alternate Sov*reigns of the Nitzht and Day: 
View the wide Earth adorn' d with Hills | and 
Rich in her Herde, and fertile by her Floods: 
Walk thro? the deep Apartments of the Main, 
Aſcend the Air to viſit Clouds and Rain: 
And while we raviſh'd gaze on Nature's Face, 
Remark her Order, and her Motions trace, 
The long coherent Chain of Things we find 
Leads to a Cuſe Supream, a wiſe creating Mind. 


You, who the Being of a God diſclaim, 
And think Ae e this wond'rous 
Frame, 
Say, did you cer della, Lacrevias, Trie, 
To Matter what Perfections you. aſcribe ? 
An you to Duſt ſuch Veneration ſhow, 
An Atome with ſach Priviledge endow, 
haben ke Nature's pure Neceffiry 
5 a foe ? 


' Since your firſt Aromes Inde pendent are, 
And not each other's Being prop and bear, 
And ſince to This it is Fortutous 
That others ſhould Exiſtcace have, ſuppoſe 
ou in your Mind one Atome ſhould remove 
Prom all the Troops, that in the Vacant ſtrove, 
2 | Canna 
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A e 
It ſo, you Grecian Sages mult ene 


That Matter, which, you Indepragiene e. 

cannot a Being Neceſſary claim: 5 8 

For what has Being from Necefficy, a Hi das 

It is impoſſible it ſhould not be. 
547 Arai #8 22 f — 

Why has an Atome Ain es Place 

of all the empty Neid, and ds che reſt e py 

If by its nb Sandia" te gaaSte devs, +, 8 

By the ſame Force it muſt be ry here; 

Can Beings be confin'd, which Neceſſary 0 

If a firſt Body may to any Place 7 

ze not determinꝰ'd, in the bound beſa grace, 

"Tis plain, it then may abſent be trom N 

Who then will chis d Self- exiſtenhee call? 

As Time does vaſt Eterhity regard 3 

50 Place is with Inſi nicude coin, ;;; ö 

A Being then, which never — nir 

Maſt, as Eternal, likewiſe be Immenſe. 

What Cauſe within; or whar without is LY 

That can a Being Uncreated bound? at 

None that's Internal, for it has no Cauſe — Page 

Nor can it be controul d by Foreign Laws ni) vv 

For then it clearly would dependent be Lr, 

On Force ſuperior, which will ne er agree „ 1. 


ich Self- exiſtence, and Neceſſity, 1 
E 2 | Abſurdly 
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Abſurdly ther to Atotbes you UHE 


Such Pow'rs, and ſuch Pierogietves 'Diviney 
Thus while che Netzen dt God 5% Might, _ 


Your ſelves (who vainly think yon fcaſbn right) 
Make vile Material Gods, in number iofnite 


—_ > , cc cq- 


Now let us, as *is fuſt, in turn prepare 
To ſtand the Fe, ad fe defenfive War. 
Lucretins firſtin "wiighey Hero, Trin : 
o the Field, arid Higown Trianmpli-fings,” > 
brings,” to make us from our Ground retire; - 
The Neat ners Wen pode, and the Poer's Fire. 
he tuneful Sophiſt this his Battle forins, 
1 ——— 
To Parent Manter Things their Rig ene, 
Becauſe from Nothing no ProduRtions flow. 4 
And if we grant no Pre- exiſtent Serd. 
Things Diff tent Things, from * they da 
might breed, 
And any Thing from r Thing procderd. 
The ſpicy Groves might Seythia's — | 
The Thiſtle might the RMarantk have born, 
The Vine the Lemon, hd the Grapexhe Thorn. 
Ucrds from che N N from'rhe Seas migh 


: 


FP Riſe 9 l 
ern we hls A Lym from ue &, 


"Th? clated 


wh ans 17 
pk Ty, 9 2 7 — 3 


But, Carus, now you UN 

And not afail us ner* 

Where all is 57 'Y, 1 ng rr — 

And what, we Slant ka Eaſe, 2 5 Labour prove. 


ST! : » 1 
What you Goya ove, | byy cn 30 cannot, you ou decline, 4 
But chuſe e 4 Thipg 


0%, JP n and there you 8 


rell us, fam Rew 4, was it Ver deny d. 
That Seeds for ſuch — are ſupply'd* > 
That Nature always muſt Materials Fa a 
For Beaſts and Trees, to propagate their Kind > 
an Generation the rude Peaſanc. knows An 
A pre-exiſtent Matte mult lup pose. 
But what to Nature firſt 1 . ing 1 
Tell whence your Atom we? bare, : 
We ask you 'whihce the Seeds Conſtituc ht ſpring 
of ev*ry Plant, and ev'ry Living Thing, 
hence ev'ry Creature ſhould prodyce its Kind. 

And to its pr fin be confin*d? 
To anſwer this, Liver Ne require A 


lore than oer ** ambe 1 and Portic Fire. 


But 4. how al the Poet will Bas 


His Cauſe, if we the Argument retort. 
If Chance alone could manage, ſort, FE | 
tad, Beings to produce, your Atomes | guide 3 | 

| . * 


4 


78 ck EA nee Bar, 
If cauſubl Eaijeolile nd he le 2h Pole, 


| And Things fron Hike Fotruttous ate ,, 10 


Then any Thin might. come from any Thing, | 
For how from Chance can conſtant Order ſpring ? 
The Foteſt Oak might bear the bluſhing Roſe, _ 
And fragrant 1 Mircles inks in 1 * 
be fair Pomgratiate might 
The Grape the Bramble, arid F N.. 


Fiſh from the Plains, Pirds Ks Floods might 


Ys 


Riſe, -_ 
And lowing Herd break o the Starry Skies. 


But, lee, che Chief does keener Weapans | chaſe, 
Advances bold, and thus the Fight renews... 


« 1f 1 vers Sehe of te Source upd Spring 
e. Whence, Things: ariſe, 1, from. che Skies coal 
| « bring, 7 
&« And ev*ry Part of Nature, Proofs to how 
e The World to Gods, 1 its Being owe, 
e So full of Fqulrs js all th unaritsl Frame: 
< Firſt we the Air's ungegpled Deſert blame. 
« Brute Beaſts poſſeſs the Hill, and ſhady Wood, 
c Much do the Lakes but wore che Ocean's Flood 
e (Which fevers Realms, and Shores diyided laves,) 
« Take from the Land by Interpefing Waves. 
© One third by freezing Cold and burning Heat 
0. Lyesa deform'd, inhofpirable . Seat: 


«« The 


\ . 


5) 


— 
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« The reſt; unlabou?*d,” would by Nature breed 
« Wild Brambles only; and the noxious Weed: 
« Did not Induftrious Man, with endleſs Toil, 
« Exrort his Food from the reluctant Soi), 
« Did not the Farmer's Steel the Farrow wound, 
« And Harrows tear the Harveſt from the Ground, 
« The Earth would no ſpontaneous Fruits afford 
« To Man, her vain imaginary Lord.” 
« Oſt when the labeuring "Hind has * 
« Field, | 
« And forc?d the Glebe axwillingly to yield, 8 
— TRAN IEEE Gunas* Bid, 
« Hope 
« Wirth the gay Promiſe of a plenteous Crop, + 
« The Fruits (ſad Ruin 1) periſm on the Ground, 
« Barnt by the Sun, or by che Deluge drown'd ; 
« Or ſoon decay by Snows immod*rate chill'd, 
« By Winds are biaſted, or by Lightning kill. 
« Nature beſides, the Savage Beaſt ſuſtains, 
« Breeds in the Hills the Terror of the Plains, 
« To Man a fatal Race, could this be ſo 
« Did gracious Gods 8 > 


©« Their proper Plagues wich annual Seaſons 
© come, 
& And Deaths untimely blaſt us in ae 
* Man at his Birth, unhappy Son of Grief ! 
« Is helpleſs caſt on the wild Coaſts of Life, 
E 4 « In 


- 


| | 
4 
f 
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| i Prevents their 2 kings, and applies thei 


* Unverlt in Aums and ignorans. of War, 


_. Suſtain his Onſer, and chus ward the Blow. 0 
nene 7 wane 237 FR Ar 

Suppoſc DeteRs in this Terreſtrial Seat, Be: 
That Nature is not, as you urge, Compleat: Yo 
That a Divine and Wiſe Artificer Th 


Might greater Wonders of his Art confer ; 


„ Tn want of all Thing, whenoe our Comforcs fer, 
A ſad and moving Spe@acle of W W. 
** Infams io ill- preſaging Cries complain, 
« As conſcious of a coming Lite of Pain. 


cc 


Wants, 


r with kate, they grow, and g 
cc 2 

« No daadling Nurſe, or jingling Gugaw * ; 

In Caves they lurk, or o'er the Mountains range, 
£ Nor ever thro? the Year their Garment change. 


<« They. need no Forts, and no Invaſion fear. - 

„ Whate'cr - they; want, from Nature's band te 
cc gain, 

7 we (he gave ke watches 20 en 


Thus 8 in Senſe, the* krong in Rage, 
The daring Romas does the Gods engages 
But undiſmay'd we face th? Invepid. Foe, 


An 
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And might wi wich Eaſe on Man, and Man's 

More' Bounty, tore P&itith Hive "beltow'd. Tow - *. 
It in this lower World he bit not höôW V . a 
His utmoſt Skill, tay, F me ooce 3 
we lo Pro e cnn hb 17 111 67 
Marks of Perfe&tionf Alffercur Fs degree. 419991 617 7 
Tho' Maſters now ire Sent, Yiow lefs mbar t, 
Yet are not All ten Weeks" te Wilks ef Art 8 


Ber Subfecks bog, UE 280 1026 


Do poets ſtill ſu 

Sill ſtreteh tb'HedPh u Bold" Mplring _ | 

Nor e et deſcend to Flocks, and lab; 
Frequent the Floods, ot range the bende Plat > 

Did, Grecian Phidia, . Pieces mee 

With equal Beauty Y or „ iel; che x 

Or Raphael's —_—— FT" un 

Say, are his Works Transfigurations all 7 

Did Bunarora never build, Nm., * Am 8A 

A meaner Structure, than ti Leddes pere? 

Tho' in their Works applauded as their beſt, 

Greater Deſign arid Genius ire expteſt, ate ok 
Yer is there none fene d in the re? 1 : 


en fore Diego) nf 
Io all the Parts: einn benen 
Of Art ten thouſand Miracle upper: 
And will you not the Authot*s Skilkadore,- | U 1 
Becauſe you think he might diſcover more? 
You own a Watch-th* Invention of the Mind, 
Tho" ſor a fingle Meti-n dis defigntd, - - A 
" Bs | 


* 
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As Vell as char, which js wich grearey T Thoughe, 
With we Springs, or ee wrought, - 


An tndegendan, Wis and Cooicious 0 
Who freely a&ts dy Arbittaty days, . 
Who at Connexion, and at Order ain, | 
Creatures diſtinguiſh'd. qc MY EP 
Unconſcious Cauſes only ſtill imparh,. ; 
Their utmoſt Skeili, K e e | 
Thoſe, which can freely chuſe, diſcern, and - 


In acting can degrees of Vigour ſhow, 

And more or leſs ot Art or Care beſtow. . 
It all perſection were in all Things haun, 
All Beauty, al Verler * err, sd ad 10 


5 5 oþ." 
As this inferior Habjeable Sear .. 8 

By different Parts is made one Whole 8 

So our low World is only one of thoſe, 

Which the Ca pacious Univerſc compoſe. 

Now to the Univerſal Whole advert 3. . Ro 

The Earth regard, asof that Whole a Part, 

In which wide Frame more noble Worlds abound ; 

Witneſs, ye ————— 1 19 

Ye-ſhining Planers chat in Erber ſtray, 

And thou bright Lord and Ruler of the Day 


' Witnels, ye Stars, which beautiſie the Skies, 


How much do your vaſt Globes in Height and Size, 
_—_ et 
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In Beauty and Magnificence, outgo n 
Our Ball of Earth, chat hangs in Clouds belpy ! 
Berween your ſelves too is Diſtinction fou 

Of diff'rent Bulk with diffrent Glory crowe/d. 

The People, which in your bright Regions hue 
Muſt this low World's Inhabitants excell... 

And fince to various Planets they-agree, - ; 


They from each other maſt diſtinguiſt'd be. 
And own PerfeRions diff rent in Degree. 


When we on truieful Nature's Care reflett,. 

And her Exhauſtleſs Energy reſpect, 

That ſtocks this Globe, which you Lucretians calt 

The World's chr which to the Bottom 
al, 

Wich num *rous Kinds of Lite; ä 

With breathing Gueſts the Ar Floods and 
Hills 

we may pronounce each Orb faſtains aRace 

Ot Living Things adapted to the Place. 

Were the retulgent Parts and moſt reſin d 

Only to ſerve the dark and baſe deſign'd + | 

Were all che Stars, thoſe beautcous Realms. of 
Light, 

At diſtance only hung to ſhine by Night, 

And with their wrinkling Beams to _ our 
Sight f 5 | 


How 
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How many roll in Laber, .which che Bye. e 
Could-neer, *cill-aided by the Glaſs, deſery, 
And which no Commeree wich che Earth maintain} 
n n vain? : 


Now, as I. laid, the Globe Nadel . 
As of the Whole a at, a mennone too. 
"Tho? tis not Hue dh Eaherial Worlds sein d, 
Let is it juſt, and ſiniſh d io c Kind: 
Has all Perfection, which the Place demands, 
Where in Coherence with che reſt it ſtands. 


were to your Viet dhe Univerſe diſplay' d, 


And alkdie Scenes of Nature open id. 
Could you rheir Place, Proportion, Harmony, 
Their Beauty, Order and Dependence ſee, 

You'd grant our Globe had all the Marks of Art, 
All che Perfection due to-ſuch aPart, 

Tho? not with Luſtre, or with Magnitude, 
Like the-bright Stars, ot brizhter Sun endu d. 


; You oft declaim gn Man's unbappy Fate, | 


Inſulting oft. demand in this, Debate, 


II ahe-kind-Gods could loch; a Wrergh create. 


| Bur whevee-can this Unhappineſs, ariſe ? 
You fay, as ſoon as Born, he he} ples, lies, 
And mourns his Woes in 1ll-preſaging Cries. 
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But does nos Naryre for the Child prepare | 

The Parent's Love, the Nurſe*s tender Care: 

Who, of their ow o forgetful, lee his Gd, 

Enſold r and fill his Veins with 
Food? 


Thar Man ds Krall end Moral, is conteſt; po 
Convulſiuns tac his Nerves, and Cares his Breaſt, 
His flying Liſe is chas d by rav ning Pains 
Thro' all its Daubles in the winding Veins. 
Within himſelf he ſure Deſtruction breeds, 

And ſecret Torment in his Bowels feeds. 
By cruel Tytants, by he Savage Beaſt 

Or his own fiercer:Baſſions he's appreſt : 
Now breaths Malignant Air, .now-Paiſon dis 3, 
By gradual Death, or by untimely, ſinks. 


But theſe Objectors muſt the Cauſe upbrajd, 
That has not Mortal Man Immorialmade. 
For if he once mult feel the fatal Blows - - 
bs ir of gteat Importance When, os How ? 3 
Should the Lucret ian ling*ring Life maintain 
Thro* num tous Ages, int ß Pain, - 
still might the diſcontented Murm' — 5 1101 
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But oh ! how ſoon would you, wh thus com- 

And Nature*s Cauſe of Crucky arraign, | © 

By Reaſon's Standard this Miſtake correct, 

And ceaſe to murmur, did you once reflect, 

That Death removes us only from our Seat, 

Does not extinguiſh Life, but change its State. 

Then are diſplay*d; oh raviſhing Sur prize! 

Fair Scenes of Bliſs, and Triumphs in the Skies: 

To which admitted, each ſuperior Mind, 


By Virtuc's vital Energy reſin d, 


Shines forth with more than ſolar Glory bright, 
And cloath'd with Robes of Beatiſic Light, 
His Hours in Heav*nly Tranſports ſhall employ, - 
Young with 1 EY —— 
Joy. Mat IU e d HN N-I ti 
You ask us, why the Soil the Thiſtle breeds; 
Why its ſpontaneous 1 are Thorns 1 


Weeds, 1 
Why for he Harv n ae Harrow meds 


The Author might u nobler World have. modes 
In brithter Dreſs the Hills and Vales array d, 
And all its Face in flowry Scenes diſplay d-: 
The Glebe untill'd might plenteous Crops have 
born, : 
And brought forth ſpicy Groves inſtead of Thorn - 
| | Nich 
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Rich Peak and flogen Without the Gar®att's 

1 
Might e ry Hill have crown'd, have honour'd al 
the Plains 
This Nature might ave boaſted, had t 2 
Who form'd the f Untere, de 
m. e Lee ee, 
Should pals inlazy Luxory bis Life, © 
But he his Creature gave a fertile Soil, 
Fertile, but not without the Owner's Toil, 


That ſome Reward his Induſtry ſhould crown, 
And that his Food in Fart might be his Own. 


„ 


But while infairingy you arraign the Land. 
Ask, why it wants the Plough, or Lab'rer's Hand, 
Kind to the Marble Rocks, you ne er complain - 
Thar they without the Sealplor®s Skill and Path 
No perfect Statue yield, no Baſſe Relieve, . 

Or finiſh'd Column for the Palace give. 
Yer if from Hills unlahour d Figures came, 
Man might have Eaſe £njoy'd, tho? never Fame.” | 


You may — 
That other Works by Nature are unmade. 
That ſhe did nevet at her own Expence ' 
A Palace reer, and in Mapnificence © © 
Out-rival Art, to grace the ſtately Room? : 
That ſhe no Caſtle builds, no lofty Domes. 
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N Aa e e. l 
hat though tſul Labour had, been 
ſpar' d? STE 

But then no Realm would 0 one preat Maſter ſhow, 


No Phidtias Wore 95 ** ud! 

With eg Ds E 
Why Boats and Ships —. 7 e Art + Haod 3 . 
Why genꝰrous Natyte did not thele provide 
To paſs the bring Lake or flowing Tide. 

You ſay the Hills, which high i in Air ariſe, 

Harbour in Clouds, and mingle with che Skies, 
The karth's Diſhonour and et encumbring Load, { 


Of many {paciqus, Regions Man defraud, _ . 

For Beaſts aud Birds of; Prey a prey ia deſolate Abode. 
But cap che Obs cr. po Convenience f 

In n Hills 2 Rocks, which ird and 


The — Frame, that elſe would be aisſayn d? 
Do not thoſe Heaps the.raging Tide nde | 
And tot the Dome afford.the Marble Vein? 
Does not the River from the Mountain . 825 
= þ wn Riches the Vale below, & . 

ow the Torregt.r the Calden hand | 
From the highRidges 30 che, flager-Land, | 
The lotty Lines abound with end leſt tote 
Ot Min ral Treaſure, and. Metallic Oar ; ; 
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With precious Veins of Silyer, Copper, Tin 
without how barren, yer how rich withig s? 
They bear the Pine, he Oak and Cedar yield 

To formche Palace, and the Navy build. | 


When the Inclement Meteors you accilſe, . 
And ask if gracious Gods would Storms r. 
You ne er reflect, that by the driving Wind a 
The Air from poxiops Vapours is rein dq; 14 
Freed from the putrid Secds of Pain and Death, 

That living Creatures might not by their Breath, - 
Thro? their warm Veins, inſtead of Vital Foud, . 
Diſperſe Contagion, and corrupt their Blood. 
Without the Wind the Ship were made in vain, 5 
Advent rous Merchants could pox crofs the Main, 

Nor ſever'd Realms their gainful Trade nua 


Then with this wiſe Reflection you difturb 

| Your anxious Thought, that our Terreſtrial off 
In many Parts is not by Man poſſeſt, 

Wich too much Heat, or too much Cold, Pn | 
But in Miſtake you this Objection found : _ 
Unnumber'd Iſles and \ pacious Tracts of Gra, : 
Which feel the ching Sun's directer Be am, * 
And did to you Inhoſ pitable ſeem, 

With Tawpy Nations, or with Black abound, 

With noble Rivers lay*d, with Plenty crown'd. 
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And Regions too from the bright Orb remote 
Are Peopled, which you untrequented thought. 


But could Lueret ius on the Sun tefle®, 
His proper Diſtance from the Earth reſpect, 
Obſerve his conſtant Road, his equal Pace, 
His Round Diurnal, and his Annual Race 3 
Could he regard the Nature of the Light, | 


— 


Its beauteous Luſtre, and its rapid Flight, 

And its relation to the Senſe of Sight ; 

Could he to all theſe Miracles advert, 

And not in all perceive one Stroke of Art ? 

Grant, chat che Motions of che Sun are ſuch, | 

That fome have Light too little, ſome too much. 

Graft, that in diff rent Tracks he might have 
wil: 

And giv'n ach Clime more equal Heat and Cold. 

Yer few the Revolutions, as they are, 

Does there no Wiſdom, no Deſign appear? 

Cou'd any but a Knowing, Prudent Cauſe, 

Begin ſuch Motions, and aſſign ſuch Laws? 

If che Great Mind had form'd a diff rent Frame, 
Might not your wanton Wit the Syſtem blame ? 

© * Tho? here you all perfection ſhould not find, 

Yer is it all th* Eternal Will defign'd, 3 

It is a finiſh*d World, and perfect in its ; Kind, 

Not that its Regions ev*ry Charm include, 

With which Celcſtial Empires are endu'd : 


Not 


| 
| 
| 
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vor is Conſurmate Goodnels hete coaßerrdld. 
If we Perfe&ion abſolute regard z 
But whar's before afferred, we repeat, 71 
of the vaſt Whole it is « Part compleae. 


Bat fince you murmur that the Partial Sun 
Is not Indultent tb the Frigid Zode3 
Suppoſe more Suns In proper Orbits toll? i 
Diſſolv'd the Shows, and chadꝰd the polar cold; G 
Or grant that This'revolv'd in ſuch 2 way; = 


4 
. 


As equal Height to all he might convey, 

And give the diftant Poles their ſhare of Day. 
Obſcrve how prudent Nature's Icy Hoard, 
Wich all her Nitrous Scores, would be devour'd 
Then would unda lage d Hear ncentious s reign, EP 
Crack the dry Hill, and chap the Ruſſer Plain. 

Her Moiſture all exhaPa, the cleaving Earth 

Would 7 no Fruit, and bear no Verdant Birth. 


You of the Pools 4 ſpacious Lakes complain, 

And of the liquid Defarts of the Main, 

As hurtful.rheſe, or. uſeleſs you. artaign.. | mY 
Befides the Pl eafurg,, which the Lakes afford, | 

Are not their Waves with Fiſh delicious ſtor d? 

Does not the wide capacious Deep, the Sky 

With Dewy Clouds, the Earth with Raio ſupply ? 


Do 
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Do not the; Riyers, which dhe. Yall, axes... 
Creep thro? the ſecret | Cave, 1150 


) i #- 
And to the Hills convey 0 e Refluent Wave. i 0 


You then muſt own the Eaefh the Ocean needs, 
Which thus the Lake recruits, the Fountain feeds. 


4 Crrong at it murmur ny 1 * 7 
The noxious Playj, 204 ſavage, Anioy), bat tar 4 
Which you the, Fah üer and plewiſh a 
Are uſefpl dert rags, f 905 for, Ned, 
For ManufaQures or fqr Med'cins good. 
Thus we repel with Reaſon, not evade 
The bold Opjeftions.by eee made. ..!: 


-  Pyrrhonians next of like ambirigus Aim, 

Wanton of Wir, and pantivg aſter Fame, 
Who ſtrove to link rhe st As of chief Renown, ; 
And on thejr ruin'd Schools Ik iſc their owns. 
Boldly 11 with Rherorichan pride, 

To hold of any Queſtion eſther ſide. 

They thovghr in ey*ry Subject pf Debate, 

Io either Scale the proof of equal Far. 


Ask, if a Gad Exiftent they AIlSw, eee 
The vgin Peclaimęrs will artempt to * 
That whether you renoutice bim, or 
There's no ſuperior Proof o on either 7 
Suppoſe a God, we muſt, fay they, conchude 
He lives, it "A, he is with Senſe endu'd 3 
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And if with genſe endu d may Pain becene, 
And x hat can-ſuffer Pain may ccaſe to livc. 
c guns Ri n zaun ee 
eu we 4 Living God adore, ' 
An unexhauſted Spring ot Vital Pow*'rs 
But his Immortal, Uncreated Life 
No Torment leels, and no . 


Does he by diff rant Organs taſte or hear ? 
or by in Eye do Things to him appear? 


Has he a Muſcle. or ;excended Nerve, . J 

Which to impart, ot pain or Pleaſure ſerye? 

Ot all perfection poſſible puſleſt, 

He finds no Want, not is with Woe oppreſt, 
Tho we can ne*cr explore the Life Divine, - 

And ſound ibe bleſt Abyls by Reaſon's Line, 


Yer *ris nor, 1 ee . 1 * 
thine, _ 


Others, to whom the - ie Michanic Tribe 
With an Harmonious Sympathy lubſcribe, 
Nature with Empire Univerſal crown, | 
And this high Queen the World's Creator owt 
If you, what Builder reer'd the World, Tu 
They ſay by Nature's powirtul Hand, 
If Gene Les, and irs Beauty roſe, 
Nature, they Gay, did ſo the Frame dilpoſe.. 
Il what its ſteady Motions does maintain, 


And holds of Cauſes and Effects the Chainz Ju 
ca 


- 
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O'er all her Works this Sov*reign'Cauſt prefdes, 

upholds che Orbs, and all their Motions guides. 

Since to her Bounty we ſuch Bleſſings owe, 

Our Gen*rous Beriefafor let us know, - 

When the Word Nature you expreſs, decla 

Form*d in your Minds what Tmage-doey a 2 

Can you that Term of doubttul Sound explain, 

Show ir no Me off-ſpring of the Brain ? +4 N 


Sometimes 2 Nature your ngk ven School 
Intends of things the Univerſal Whole. 
Sometimes ir is the Order, that connects, 

And holds the Chain of Cauſes and Effects. 
Sometimes ir it che Manner, and the Way, 

In which thoſe Cauſes do their Force en 6 
And in Effects their Energy diſplay.” " 
That ſhe's the Work it ſelf you oft aſſert,” * 
As oft th' Artificer, as oft the Art. 

That is, that we may Nature clearly trace, 
And by your Marks diſtinctiy know her Face, 
She's now the Building, now the Architect, 
And now nen does his Hand age 


Ns 


But ler a be bnd er ou Hale; 


Let her be all, or any dhe of Theſc; 1 . 


She is wich Reaſon,*or ſhe's not, ehdu'2 3 
If you the firſt afürm, we thence abe 


1 
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A God, whoſe Being you oppoſe, you grant; 

But if chis mighty Queen doe Reaſon want, 

How could this noble Fabr ick be defign'd, 

And faſhion'd by a Maker Brute and Elind? 

Could it of Art ſuch Miracles invent? 

And raiſe a beauteous Wo: 1d ot ſuch Extent ? 

still at the Helm does this dark pilot ſtand, . 

And with a ſteady, never-erting Hand, 

Steer all the floating Writ, and their ſet Courſe 


That clearer Strokes of ter, Deſign, _ 
Ot Wiſe Contrivance, and of Judgment ſhine 
In all the Parts of Nature, we aſſert, 
Than in the brighteſt Works of Human Art: 
And ſhall nor thoſe be judg'd th* effect of Though, 
As well as Theſe with Skill interior wrought ? 
Let ſuch a Sphete to Tadis be convey*d, 
As Archimede dr modern Hagen, made; 
Will not the Indian, tho? untavghr and rude, 
This Work th* Effect of wiſe Deſign conclude ? 
Is there ſuch Skill in Imitation ſhown, 
And in the things, we Tmitate, is hone? 
Are not our Arts by artful Nature taught, 
Wich Pain and careful Oblcrvation ſought ? 


Bchold the Painter, who with Nature vies, 
det his whole Soul exerted in his Eyes! 


He 


He views her various Scenes, intent to trace 
The Maſter Lines, that form her finiſh'd Face: 
Are Thought and Conduct in the Copy _ 
While none in all th? Original appear?” 


rell us hat Maſter, for Mechanicks emed, 
Has one Machine ſo admirably fram'd, 
Where you will Art in ſuch Perfection Brant, 
As in a living Creature, or a Plant: 

what curious Workmanſhip can vie 
Or with à Hand or Foot, an Ear or Eye? 
Thar can for Skill as much Applauſe deſrve, 
As the fine Texture of the Fibrous Nerve, - 
Or the ſtupendous Syſtem, which contains | 
Th? Arterial Channels, or the winding Veins ? 
What Artificial Frame, what Inſtrument | 
Did one Superior Genius yet invent, 
Which to the Bones or Myſcles is prefer d, 
- If you their Order, Form, or Uſe regard? 
Why then to Works of Narure is afſign'd 
An Author Unintelligent and Blind, : 
When ours en * Choice and conſeiou 
„ ane 


To this 2 45 that Nature's are indeed 
Moſt artful Works, but then they ne er proceed 
From Nature acting with Deſign and Art, 
Who void of Choice her Vigour does exert 6 
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And 
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And by unguided Motion Things produce, (5s 
Regardleſs of their Order, End or Uſe. 

By Tully's Mouth thus Corta does diſpute: 

But thus, with Eaſe the Roman we confute. 


Say, if in actful Things no Art is ſhown, 
What are the certain Marks, that make it known? 
How will yon artful from unartful bound, 
And not th* Idzas in our Mind confound ? 
Than this no Truth diſplays before our Sight 
A brighter Beam, or more convincing Light, 
That skilful Works Tuppole a skilful Cauſe, - 
Which acts by Choice, and moves by pruden 

Laws, , | 

Where you, unleſs you are, as Matter, blind, 
Conduct and beauteous Diſpoſition find, 
Conſpiring Order, Fitneſs, Harmony, 
Uſe and Convenience, will you not agree 
That ſuch Effects could not be undeſigu d, 


Nor could proceed, but from a Knowing Mind :? 


; Old Syſtems you may try, or new ones raiſe, 
| May ſhitt and wind and plot a thouſand Waysz 
May various Words, and Forms of Diction uſe, 

And with a diffPrent Cant th? unjudging Ear amuſe 3 

You may affirm, that Chance did Things create, 

Or let it Nature be, or be it Fate 5 | 


- 


A * | Body 
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Body alone, inert and brute, you'll find, 
"The Cauſe of all Things is by you aſſigu d. 
And afterall your fruitleſs Tojl, it you | 

A Cauſe diſtin& from Matter will allow, 

It muſt be Conſcious, not like Matter Blind, 


And ſhew you grant a God, by granting Mind. 


F \ 
Vaninus nent, a bardy, modern Chiet, | 
A bold Oppoſer of Divine Belief, 
Attempts Religions Fences to ſubvert, | 
Strong in his Rage, bur deſtitute of Att. Fr 

In Impions Maxims fixt he Heav'n defy'd, | Cc 

An unbelicving Anti: Martyr dy'd, 134 Re 

Strantze, that an Acheiſt Pleaſure ſhould refuſe, Ar 

Relinquiſh Life, and Death in Torment chuſe ! Th 
Of Science" what a deſpicable' ſhare - Cr 
Vaninus own*d, his publiſh'd Dreams declare, 

Let impious Wits applaud a Godleſs Mind, 
As bleſt with piercing Sight, and Senſe refin'd, Va 
'Contriv'd and wrought by Nature's careiul Hand, oh 
All the proud Schools of Learning to Command; * 
Let them. pronounce each Patron of their Cauſe, Car 
Claims by diſtinguiſh'd Merit juſt Applauſe ; wi 
Let I this Writer's want of Senſe arraign, | * 

Treat all his empty Pages with Diſdain, £4 — 
And think a graye Reply miſpent and vain: — 
To borrow Light this Error to amend, . 


1 would the Atheiſt to Vuninus fend, 


/ 


A 


* 
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At length Britannie*s Soil, Immortal Shame 
brought forth a Sage of Celebrated Name, 
Who wich Contempt on bleſt Religion trod, 
Mock'd all her Precepts, and renounc'd his God. 
As awful Shades and Horrors of the Night 
Diſturb the Mother, and the Child affright, 

Who ſee dire Spectres thro* the gloomy Air 

In threatꝰ ning Forms advance, and ſhuddring hear 

The Groans of Wandring Ghoſts, and Yellings 
of Deſpair? 

From the ſame Spring, he ſays, Devotion flows, 

Conſcience of Guilt from dread of Vengeance roſe : 

Religion is the Creature of the Spleen, 

And troubled Fancy forms the World unſeen: 

That tim*rous Minds with ſelf- tormenting Care 

Create thoſe awful Phantoms, which they fear. 


Such Arms were us' d by impious Chieſs of old, 
Vain as this Modern Hero, and as bold; 

Who wou'd not this Philoſopher adore, + 

For finding Worlds diſcover'd: long before ? 

Can he one Flower in all bis Gardenſhow, - 
Which in bis Greejan Maſter's did not grow. > 
And yet imperious-with à Teacher's Air, 

Boaſttul he claims a Right to Wiſdom®*s Chair. 
Gaſping with ardent Thirſt of falſe Renown, 
With Grecian Wreaths he does his Temples 
Triumphs with borrow'd Spoils, and Trophics-norf - 


his own. _ 
F 2 The 


Then tell us why this Paſſion, more than that, . 


To Superſticious Terrors i inclin'd: 


Or by che Spleen's black Vapours fill the Head; 
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The World, be grants, with Clouds was overſ pread, 
"Truth ne er erected yet her ſtarry Head, 


Till he bright Genius roſe to chaſe the N ight, 


And thro? all Nature ſhone with new-ſprung Light, 


But let th* Pnquirer know, proud Briton, why 
Hope ſhould not Gods, as well as Fear N 7 
Does not th* Idæa of a God include 
The Notion of Beneficent 'and Good, 
Of one 0 Mercy, not Revenge inclin'd, , 


Able and willing to relieve Mankind ? 


And does not this Idæa more appear 
The Object of our Hope, than of our Fear? 


* build their Altars, and the Gods create? 

But det Ain weak and tim'rous Mind 
That horrid Scenes, and Monſters form'd in Air, 
By Night the Children and the Mother {care : 
That Apparitions by a Fever bred, 


Does that affect the Sage of Senſe reſin'd, 
"Whoſe Body's healthful, and Serene his Mind ? 


Yet more, inſulting Briton, ler us try 
Your Reaſon' s force, your Arguments apply. 


GS wy ws . 
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You ſay, ſince Spectres from the Fancy flow,.. . 
To tim*rous Fancy Gods their Being owe : 
Since Phantoms to the Weak ſeem real Things, 
Religion from Miſtake aud Weakneſs ſprings. 


But tho? the Vulgar 15 Iluſſons een. 
Thought Objects were without, that were wichin, 
yet we ſrom hence abſurdly ſhould 2 
All Objects of the Mind, che Mind delude: 
That our Idæas idle are, that none 
Were ever real, and that Nothing's * 


But leaving Phantoms and mate Fear, 
Let us at Reaſons Judgment Seat appear. 
There let the Queſtion; de ſeyerely, try d. 

By. an impartial Sentence we abide :- © 

Th* Eternal Mind's Exiſtence we ſuſtain. _ 
By Proots ſo full, by Evidence ſo plain, 
That none of all the Sciences have ſhown, 
Such Demonſtration of ha Taps they owns. 


Spineſa nent, to hide bis black Define. 
And to his side th unwary to incline, 
For Heav'n his Enfigns treacherous diſplaye, 
Declares for God, while he that God betrays : 
For whom he's pleas'd ſuch Evidence to bring, 
As laves the Name, while i ſubyerts the Thing, 
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Now hear his Jabour' Scheme of impious uſe : 
No Subſtance can another er produce. 
Subſtance no Limit, no Conſinement knows, 
And its Bxiſtence from its Nature flows. 
The Subſtance of the Univerſe is one, 
Which is the Self- exiſtent God alone. 


\ The bend of Ether, whith the World enelbfe, 
And all th* Apartments, which rhe Whole compoſe; 
| The lucid Orbs, the Earth, che Air; the Main, 
Wich every diff*rent Being they contain, 

Are one prodigious Aggregated God, 

Of whom each sand is part, each Stone and Clod! 
Supream Perfe&ions in each Tnfe& Mine, 
Bach Shrub i Sacred, and exch Weed Divine 


ages, no Dager Keyes Sous defpiſe, 
For their cheap Gods, and Savoury Deities ! 
No more their courſe Divinities revile! 
To Leeks, to Onions, to the Crocodile, 
You might your humble Adorations pay, 
Were * ſelves, as well xs they, 


As much you pull Religion's Attars down, 
By owning all Things God, as qwning, none. 
For ſhould all Beings be alike Divine, 
af Worſhip if an Object you aſſign, 


Book INT. CREATION. 10g 


God to himſelf muſt Veneration ſhew, 
Muſt be the Idol and the Vor'ry too. 

And their Aſſerttons are atike ablurd, 
Who own no God, or none to be ador d. 


SOR? 


* = 4 —_ 
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The ARGUMENT. 
The Introdutt ion. No Man happy, that ba 
not conquer d the Fm Death. The 
Inability of the Epicurean Scheme to ac- 
compliſh that End. Religion only capable 

of ſubduing thoſe Fears, - The Hypotheſii 
of Epicurus concerning the Formation ef 
the Univerſe ſhewn to be abſurd, I. In 
more general Survey of the Parts of tle 
Univerſe. II. By a more cloſe and ſtrilt 
Examinatson of bis Scheme. The Prin- 

ci pie of Motion not accounted for by that 
- Scheme ; nor the Determination of it one 
way, Pondus, Gravity, Innate Mobility, 
Words without a Meaning. Deſcent f 
Atomes ; 


lt noe SM. ed as do :. . tt. 7 os, 
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Atomes '; , Upward: ' and". Downwards, 4 
2 Middle or Center abſurdly aſſerted by Epi- 
F curus in infinite Space,  . Hu: Hypotheſir+ 
not to be ſupported, whetber bia Matter - _ 

li be ſuppos d Finite or Infinite. . His ridi· 
eulous Aſſertion- relating ca the Diurnaf? 

- 2 — 
lity of forming : -by-.. the - 
NN 
never meet if they mou d with equal Sred. 
Primitive Atomes being tha ſmalleſt Parts 
of Matter, would move more. ſlowly than 
Bodies of greater Bulk, which have more - 
Gravity, yet theſe are alſurdiy ſuppos d to 
move the ſwifteſt. His Aſſertion that- 
ſome Primitsve Atomes bave a direct, and 
others an inclining Mation, implies a Con- 
tradifzon. Lucretius his'Explanation of 
6’ỹIL⁰ ff Avemne: 
not intelligsble. The | inexplicable Diffi- 
eulty of ſtopping - the Atoms in their flight, 
and cauſing them to ſettle in a. form d 
World. The pondrous Earth not to be 
ſuſtain'd in liquid Air. The Epicurean: 
Formation of the Heavens very Ridiculous. . 
No Account given by the Epicurcans bm 
4% FY the - 
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| the Sun and Stars are upbeld in flul 
cher. Their Idle Account of the Fr. 
mation of the Air. The wariety of Fi 

_ gave and Six: given by Epicurus 70 hi 
3 Atomes, a convincing proof of Wiſdom ani 
; | . 
| of the Moiſt and Dry Atomes in the Fn. 

3 mation of the Earth. His ludicrous a 

. childiſh Account of the Formation of th 
Hollow for the Sea. No Account given j 
: Epicurus, or bis Followers, of the Matin 

be 7 of the Heavenly Orbs, particularly of tt 
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1 d „nan , 10 
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ton — 
Fe. | | 

— , rat; id Man is bleſt 
Dr 8 
e ne Mind from aniousThoughts 
1h Vo! of Death is free. 
rin Ler Laurel Wreaths che Vickers 


Sublime chro* gazing Througs in Triumph bora: 
Let Acclamations ring around the Skies, | 
While curling Clouds of balmy Inceaſc riſe z | 

Let Spoils immente, let Trophies gain'd in War, 
And conquer d Kings-atrend his tolling Cat: 

It Dread of Death All anſubdu'd remains, 

And ſecret o'er the vanquiſh'd Victor reigns, 

Th' Illuſtrious Slave in endleſs Thraldom bears 

A heavier Chatng chan his led Caprive eas. 


With ſwifteſt Wing the Fears of finure Fate 
Elude the Guards, and paſs the Palace Gate: 
Traverſe the Joſty Rooms, and uncontrouPd 0 
Fly hovering round the Painted Roofs, and bold > 
Tothe rich Arras cling, and perch on Buſts of Gold, 

Familiar, 
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* familiar Horrors haunt che Monarch*s Head, 3 
And Thoughts ill-boding from the Downy Bed 

Chaſe gentle sleep, black Cares the Soul"infeſt, 

And broider'd Stars adorn: a troubled Breaſt ; 

In yain they ask the charming Lyre, in vain 2 

he Flaterer's ſweeter Voice to lull their pan. 
Riot and Wine but for a Moment pleaſe, 


Delights they oft enjoy, bur never Baſes" 


What are  DiſtinGion, Bose, Wealth, 1nd 
State, | 
The Pomp of Courts the Triumphs ot che Great; 
The num*rous Troops, that envy*d — | 
And ſplendid Enfigns of Imperial Por? 
What the high Palace reer'd with vaſt Expence,. 
Unrivall'd Art, and Luxury immenſe;”> + 
With Statues grac'd by | Ancient Greece ſupply'd, 
With more than Per an Wealch, and/Tyrian Pride? 
What are the Foods of all delicious Kinds, 
Which now the Huntſman, now the Fowler finds ; 
The richeſt Wines, which Gallia's happy Field, 
Which Tuſcan Hills, or Thine, Theria, yield? 
Nature depray*d, Abundance does purſue, 
Her firft and pure Demands are cheap and few. 


What Health promotes, and gives unenvy d Peace, 
Is all Expenecleſ, and procur d with Eaſe. - oy 


| Böcholl 
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Bchold the Shepherd, ſee th* Induſtrious Swain, 
Who.ploughs the Pield, or reaps the ripen'd Grain, 
How mean, and yer how taſtetul is their Fare ? 

How ſweet their Sleop ? Their Souls how free from 
, Care? | | 
They drink the ſtreaming Cryſtal, and eſcape 

Th' inflaming Juices of the Purple Grape; 

And to protect their Limbs fromrig*rous Air, | 
Garments, their own Domeſtick Work, they wear. 
Ye: Thoughts of Death their lonely Cots moleſt, 
Aﬀright the Hind, and break. the Lab'rer's mon: 1 


Since theſe Reflections on approaching Fate, * 
Diſtruſt, and ill- preſaging Care create; > 


*Tis clear we ſtrive for happineſs in vain, | 
While Fears of-Death within inſulting reign. -- - 


, But then Lueret ian Wits abſurdly frame, 
To ſink thoſe inbred Fears, their impious Scheme, 
To chaſe the Horrors of a Conſcious Mind, 
They deſ perate Means, and wild Expedients find. 

; The hardy Rebels aiming to appeaſe 
Their fierce Remorſe, and dream a while at Faſe, . 
Of crying Guilt th' avenging,Power diſown, 
And pull their high Creator from his Throne: 
That done, they mock the Threats of future Pain, 
As Monſtrous Fictions of the Poets Brain. 


Thy 


* * 
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Thy Force alone, Religion, Death diſarms, 
Breaks all his Darts, and every Viper charms. 
Soften*d by Thee, the griſly Form appears 
No mare the horrid Obſect of our Fears. 


We undiſmay'd this awful Power obey, 


That guides us through the ſafe, tho? gloomy Way 

Which leads to Life, and to the bleſt Abode, _ 

Where raviſh'd Minds enjoy, what here they own'd, 
a G. | 


Regard, ye Sages of Lurretian Race, 
Nature's rich Dreſs, behold her lovely Face. 
Look all around, Terteſtrial Realms ſurvey, 
The Iſles, the Rivers, and the ſpations Sea: 
Obſerve the Air, view with attentive Eyes 
The glorious Concaye of the vaulted Skies; 
Could theſe from Caſual Hirs, from Tumult theſch . 

ariſe? _ 
Can Rule and Beauty from Diſtraction grow ? 
Can Symmetry from wild Confuſion flow ? 
When Atomes in th* unmeaſur'd Space did rove, 
And in the dark for doubttul Empire ſtrove; 
Did intervening Chance the Feuds compoſe, 
Eſtabliſh Fiiendfhip, and diſarm the Foes ? 
Did This the Ancient darkſom Horrors chace, 8 


Diſtinction give, and fpread Celeftial Grace 
Oer the black Difttias of the empty Spacer? 


Could 


Book IV. CREATION, 111 


Could Atomes, which with undirected flight 
Roam'd thro*: the Void, and rang'd the Realms of 
| Night, 

Of Reaſon deftirute, wichout Intent, 

Depriv'd of Choice, and mindleſs of Event, 

In Order march, and to their Poſts advance, 


Led by no Guide, W 


What did th? eatangled Particles divide, 
And (orc the various Seeds of Things ally*d ? 
To make primeval Elements ſelet 
All the fit Atomes, and th unfic reje& ? . 
Diſtinguiſh Hot trom Cold, and Moiſt from Dry, 
Range ſome to form the Earth, and ſome the 
Sky? 
From the Embrace, and gloomy Arms of 1 Night, 
Whar freed the glimm'ring Fire, and diſcngay'd the 
Light ? 
Could Chance ſuch juſt and prudent Meaſures take? 
To frame the World ſuch Diſtriburions make ? 
If to your Builder. you will Conduct give, 
A Power to chuſe, ro manage and contrive, 
Your Idol Chance, ſuppos d Inert and Blind, 
Muſt be egrol*d an active Conſcious Mind. 
Did this your Wiſe and Sovereign Architect, 
Deſign the Model, and the World ered ? 
Were hy her Skill the deep Foundations laid, 
The Globes ſul O's and the Heav'ns diſplay'd ? 
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By what Elaſtic Engines did ſhe reer - 
The ftarry Roof, and roll the 0.7 ER 


On the Formation of the Earth reges; 
Is this a blind Fortuitous Effet ? 
Did all the groſſer Aromes, at the call 
Of Chance, file off to form the pondrous Ball, 
And undetermin*d into Order fall ? | 
Did of themſelves th* aſſembled Seeds arrive ?- 
And without Art this artful Frame contrive ? 

build the Earth did Chance Materials chuſe, 

And thro* the Parts cementing Glue diffaſe ? 
Adjuſt the Frontier of the Sea and Soil, 
Balance and hang in Air the finiſh'd Pile ? 
Ye tom ring Hills, whoſe ſnowy Peaks ariſe 
Above the Clouds, and winter in the Skies; 
Te Rocks, whick on the Shores your Heads” ads 
Yance,.. ... 
Are you the Labour and the Care of Chance 5 

To draw up Stones of ſuch prodigious Weight, 
And raiſe th* amazing Heaps to ſuch a height, 
What huge Machine, What forcetal Inſtrument 
Did your blind Builder of the World invent? 
Could it diſtinguiſh, could jt Wall around - 
The damp and dark Apartments under Ground ? 
Wich Rocky Arches vault the hollow Caves, 
And. form the Tracks ol Subterranean Waves Þ - 


i 


1 ; 
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Extend the diff®rent Mineral. Veins, and ſpread. © 
For rich Metallic Oars the genial Bed ? 


What could prepare the Gulphs w entertain 
Between their Shores the interpoſing Main? 
Diſ-join the Land, the various Realms divide, 
And ſpread with fearter*d Iſles th* extended Tide? 
Regard th* unnumber'd Wonders of the Deep, 
Where . confluent Streams, their Race compleated» 

ſleep. ; 
Did Chance the Compaſs take, and in the Dark 
The wide Dimenfions of the Ocean mark ? 
Then dig the ample Cave, and ſtretch the Shores, 
Whoſe winding Arms confine the liquid Stores, 
Which guſhing (rom the Mountain to the Main, 
Thro?. verdant Vallies draw their humid Train ? 
Did ir de ſiga the deep Abyss, and ſpread 
The ancient Waters on their Central Bed * 5 
To the wild Flood did Sovereign Forrune ſay, * 
Thus far advance, and here thy Billows ſtay : | 
Be this thy Barrier, this encloſing Sand | 2 


WA 


Thou ſhalt not paſs, nor overflow the Land; 
And do the Waves revere her high Command FF 


Did Chymic Chance the Farnaces prepare, 
Riiſe all the Labour-Houſes of the Air, | | 
And lay crude Vapours in Digeſtion there ? 

Where Nature is employ*d with wondrous Skill- 


To draw her Spirits, and her Drops diſtil: 
; Mcteors 
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Me teors for various Purpoſes to ſor m, 
The Breeze to cheer, to terriſie the Storm, 

Did ſhe exrend the gloomy Clouds on high, | 


Where all th* amazing Fireworks of the Sky, 
In unconcocted Seeds fermenting lie ? 

Till the imprifon'd Flames are ripe for Birth, 
And ruddy Bolts exploded wound the Earth. 
What ready Hand applies the kindled Match, 
Which Evening Trains of unctuous Vapours catch; 
Whenee ſhoors with lambent Flight the falling Star, 
And Flames unhurtful hovering dance in Air? 
What curious Loom docs Chance by Evening 

ſpread Þ | 

Wich what Gne Shuttle weave the Virgin's 

Thread, 
Which, like the Spider's Net, bangs wee graſly 
Mead ? ; , 

Let us the Moulds to faſhion Meteors * 

How Theſe produce the Hail, and rhoſe the Snow? 
What gave the Exhalations Wings to riſe, 
To leave their Center, and poſſeſs the Skies. 


Let us no longer miſſive Weapons throw, 
But cloſe. the Fight, and grapple with the Foe : 
Submit to Reaſon's ſtricteſt Teſt their Scheme, 
And by Mechanic Laws purſue the buddlcd 
Frame,” + | | 


Se, 


/ 
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See, how..ch* ambitious Architeds de ſign | 

To reer the World withoir the Pow*r Divine. 

As Principles the great Contrivers place 

Unbounded Matter, in unbounded Space. 

Matter was firſt, in Ports Minute, endu d 

With various Figures, various MSnirade. 

Some moving in the Spacious Infinite, 

Deſcribe a Line' Oblique, and. ſome a Right. 

For did not ſome from a ſt raĩt Courſe deflect, 

They could not meet, they could no World erect. 

While unfarigu'd trom endleſs Ages paſt, 

They rang'd the dark. imterminable Waſte, 

Oft claſhing and. rencountring in their flight, 

Some Argmes leap aſide, and fome uptight. 

They various Ways recoil, and ſwiftly flow 

y mutual Repercuſſiogs to and fro. 

Till ſhuffled and emangled in their Race, 

They claſp cach other with a eloſe Embrace. 

Combin'd by Concourſe, mingled and compreſt, 

They grow in Bulk, and complicated reſt, = 

Heace did the World, and all its Parts arife, | 

Hence the bright Sun and Stars, and hence the 
Skies, | 

Hence ſprung the Air, the Ocean, and the Earth, 

And hence all Nature had its caſual Birth, 


If you demand what Wile Dire&ing Mind 
The wondrous Platform ot the World defign'd 3 


— 
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Did range, divide, and in their Order place 
The crude Materials of the untaſhion'd Maſs ; 
Did move, direct, and all the Parts controul, 
With perfect Skill to ſerve the beauteous Whole; 
Fortune to this high Honour they advance, 
enen but Chance. 


md hd 6 wot .,0C0 WW #4. 


Lucretian Maſters, now to make it plain 
In building Worlds how raw you are, and vain : 
Grant that before this mighty Frame was reer'd, 
Before Confuſion fled, and Light appear'd ; 
In the dark Void and empty Realms of Night, 
| Your reſtleſs Atomes did purſue their Flight 3 
And in their adverſe Paths, and wild Career 
By Chance rencounter, and by Chance cohere 3; 
Thus claſpt in ſtri& E bra ces they produce 
Unnumber'd ea ſual Forms ſor different uſe. 
Ton, who to clearer Reaſon make Pretence, 
Of Wir refin'd, and eminent in Senſe, 
Let us, ye Sons of Epicurus, know 
The Spring, whence all theſe 3 flow. 
What Vigour puſht Primzval Aromes on? 
Was it a foreign Impulſe or their own ? 
It cas a foreign delegated Force, a 
Which moy'd thoſe Bodies, and controuP'd' theit 
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Courſe, ' Di 
Aſſerting this, you your own Scheme deſtroy, M. 
And Pow'r Divine, to form the World, ** 
| I 


if 
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If from a moving Principle Within 4 
Your active Atomes did their Flight begin, 
That Spring, that moving Principle explain, 
And in the Schools unrival'd you ſhall reign; 
Declarc irs Nature, and affign its Name; 

For Motion, and its Cauſe, are not the ſame. 


We know youll tell us tis impulſire Weight, 
Mobility, or Po- 'r to move Innate: 
Profound Solution l worthy of your Schools + 
Where in its boaſted Freedom Reaſon rule? 
But thus you mock Mankind, and Language uſe, 
Not to inform the Mind, but to amuſe. | 
Ot Motion we the Principle demand, : 
You fay tis Pow'r to move, and there you ſtand ! 
But is it to explain to change the Name / 
Is not the doabt in different Words the ſame ? 
Do you reveal the Spring of Motion more, 
By wiſely calling that a moving Pow'r, 
Which we had term'd a Principle before: | 
The youngeſt Head new verſt in Reas'ning knows, 
That Motion mult a Pow*r to move ſuppoſe, . 
Which while in vain you labour. to unfold, 
You clearly tell us, that Lucretians hold 
An active Spring, a Principle approve, 
Diſtin& from Matter, which muſt Matter move, . 
Matter, as. ſuch, abſtracted in the Miad, | 
We from a Pow'r to move diveſted find, 7 
Net more to Motion, than to Reſt inclin'd, 


* 
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The Pow'r, which Motion does to Matter pive, 
We therefore muſt diſtin& from both conceive. 
A Pow'*r to Nature given by Nature's Lord, 
When firſt he ſpoke the high Creating Word : 
When for his World Materials he ptepar d, 
And on each Part this Energy conſert d N 


Ve vain Philoſophers, preſurgptuqus Race, 
Who would the Great Eternal Mind diſplace, 
Take from the World, its Maker, and advance 
To his high Throne your ThougbtleG.1dol Chance; 
Let us th* Enguiry by juſt Steps purſues _ _ 
Wich Motion we your Aromes will endue. 

We ask, when in, the ſpacious Void, they ſtray, 

Why will they beat one N and move one 
Way? 

Still the ſame flight why do 3 Parties take? 

Why This, or That Way no Digreſſion make ? 
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What will to this our Atomiſts reply? 
They anſwer, By an Innate Gravity 
The pondrous Bodies ſtill are downward born, 
And never upwards of themſelves return: 
Acute and ſolid Anſwer ! See a flight, 
Worthy of fineſt Wit, and cleareſt Sight 
Do not thele Wiſe Mechanic Maſters know, 
That no Man can conceive or high or low, 
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Nor find DiſtinRion of ſuperior Place, 
Orof Inferior, in the empty Spice + 
Uncircumſcrib'd, and ignorant of Bound, | 
And where no Mid*ſt, no Center can be tound ? 
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Perhaps, your Maſter's Doctrine to ſuſtain, 
And Matter's downward Motion to explain. 
You with his famous Gallic Friend aſſert, : 
That is ſuperior, whence your Atomes ſtart, 
And that Inferior in the empty Space, 

To which they all dire their rapid Race. 


Now let us recolle&, and what you ſay 
At large, in one conttacted View ſurvey, 5 
You ſay your Atomes move; We ask you, Why ? 
Becauſe it is their Nature, you reply: 
But ſince that Native Pow*r you never ſhew, 
Tou only ſay they mov becauſe they do 
But let your Aromes move, we bid you ſay 
Why they move This, and not a diff rent Way? 
You fell us, *ris from inbred Gravity ; 
is, you tell us, cis you know not why. 
Till what is Gravity you let us know, 


Ve give you this Ingenite, moving Force, 
hat makes them always downward take their Courſe, 
e then demand which Place Inferior is 


ithia the ſpacious unconfin'd Abyl5 ? 
You 


By ſenſeleſs Words how can we wiſer grow > . 


— 


— 
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You ſay tis that, to which the Atomes bend 
Their ſwift Career, for til} they muſt deſcend ; 
That is, they downward move, becauſe de donn 
a | ward rend. ” 


Let us, Beides, now our Taxk purſue, 
And of your Scheme remaining Wonders view, 
Say, if your Atomes of Immortal Race 
Are equal, and commenſurate to Space: 

If ſo, the boundleſs vaſt Immenſity 

While thus poſſeſt would full of Matter be: 
For in the Vacant (as your Schools approve) 
Sbould Finite Matter be ſuppos d to move, 

Not knowing how to ſto hy © or where to ſtay, 

It unobſtructed muſt purſue irs way, Is. 
Be loft in Void Immenſe, and diſſipated ſtray. 
The ſcatz'ring Bodies never A combine, 
Nor to compoſe a World by Concourſe join. 


Mc. "oy 


But if all Space is full, if all poſſeſt, 
Which Suppoſition you embrace as beſt, ; 
Then crowded Matter would for ever reſt. If; 
Nature no Change of Place had ever ſeen, Ti 
+ Where all is full no Motion can begin. * 
For it it ſhould, you'll be compelPd to ſay, You 
Body does Body pierce, to force its WAY 3 Nor 
Or unconfin*d Immenfiry retreats, tha 
To give your Atomes room to change their Scats, Whe 
And here with us Lucretius does agree, No1 


Thar if ſome Place from Matter be not free, 


LY 
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In plentitude no Motion could commence,” 
All would be ſtagnant in the vaſt Immenſe. 


Are interſpers'd thro? all the ſpreading Mas, 
By which ſome Bodies give ta others place: 


Then. Matter you muſt grant, would Finite be | 
And ſtretch unequal to Immenfity 7 77/ 
And they, as Exieurus judges right, oP 


It it be ſaid, ſmall Parts of empty Space 3 


I: would for ever take an uſeleſs Flight, 
Loſt in Expanſion void and infi dite. 

Beſides, allowing thro? th* extended Whole 
$mall ſcatter d Spaces not of Body full. 
Then Matter, you, Lacretians muſt agree, 
Has not Exiſteace from Neceſſity. 
For if its being neceſſary were, 


Why are ſome Parts ot Space from Matter * 
Why does it here Exift, and why not There? ; 


Lycretians, now which fide you pleaſe, embrace; 
If in your Void you Finite Subſtance place, I 
Tis diſſipated thro* th* Immenſe Abyſs, 1 
And you to form the Wortd Materials miſs. : 
You'll not the Progreſs of your Atomes ſtay, 

Nor to collect the Vagrants find a way. 

Thus too your Maſter's Scheme will be deſtroy'd, 

Who wholly to poſſeſs the Boundleſs Void, 5 
No leſs than Matter Infinite employ d. 


G "- 
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Tt you in Honour to your Founders Skill, 

The Boundleſs Void with Boundleſs Subſtance bl, 
Then tell us, how you can your Bodies roll 
;Thro? Space, of Matter ſo compleatly full ? 

The Force this fingle Reaſon does exert, 

Will the Foundations of your Scheme ſubvert ; 

Nor were it needful to purſue the Blow, 

Or form a freſh Attack, unleis to ſhow 
How flight your Works in ey'ry Quarter are, 
How ill your hudd led Semiments <ohere. 


Be this, O Greece, thy everlaſting Shame, } 


That thoughtleſs Epicurus rais*d a Name, 
Who built by artleſs Chance this mighty Frame. 
Could one whoſe Wit ſuch narrow Limits 
Nature, thy Depths unfuthomable ſound 7 
Df his ſagacious Thoughts to give a Part, 
Does not this Wiſe Philoſopher aſſere 

| The radiant Sun's extinguiftfd every Night, 
And ew'ry Morn, rekindled, derts his Light? 


That the vaſt Orb, which caſts ſo far his Beams, $i 
Ts ſuch, or not much bigger, chan he ſeems ? Mul 
That the Dimenſions of his glorious Pace, The: 
Two Geometric Feet do ſcarce ſur paſs? With 
Does he not make the fickle Winds convey - Henc 
The Sun revolving thro? his crooked way ? On iy 

| Muſt b 
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yu Gi fince bis School has gain'd ach, ſpreading 


Fit wer. Wits his Maſter-Skill proclaims ; 

Let us yer farther carry this Debate, 

And, as you as, confer on Matter Weight 

To make ic move within the vaſt Abyſs, 

And downward o, e en where no Downward is. 

If this be true, as you Lacrervans ſay, | 

That Atomes wing with equal Speed their way, 

Then how could This, That Atome overcake ? 

How could they claſh, and how Collifions make ? 

If in a Line Oblique your Bodies rove, ; 

Or in a Perpendicular they move, 

It ſome advance got flower in their Race, 8 
ce, 


And ſome more ſwitt ſhould not purſue the Cha 
| How could they be entangled, how embrace ? 
ris Demonſtration, *cis Meridian Light, 

Thole Bodies ne er could juſtle, ne er could fight, 
Nor by their mutual Shocks be ruffled in their flight. 


Since Matter of a greater Magnitude 

Muſt be with greater Gravity endu d, 

Then the Minuteſt Parts maſt ſtill proceed - 
With Leſs, che Greater with the Greater Speed. 
Hence your firſt Bodies, which the ſmalleſt are, 
On which the ſwitreſt Motion you confer, 

Muſt be contented with the floweſt Pace, 

BY tet yield to Manter' of move Bulk the Race. 
| M 4 How 
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Ho many various Figures muſt we take, 


Tho they around us take their conſtant Flighe, 
Their little Size eſcapes the ſhar peſt Sight. 
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How wond*rous littſe muſt thoſe Aromes bo, 
Which you endow with ſuch Velocity z + 


Minute beyond Conception, when we ind | 
Bodies ſo ſmall, many are-combin'd ? + > 


What numerous Complications uſe, to mae 
Some compound Things, ſo ſmall of 2 
That all our Senſes N with Eaſe clude * 


Light Exhalations, dat From Earth ariſe ' 
Attracted by the Sun-Beams thro? the Skies, 
Which the myſterious Seeds of Thunder bear, 
Ot Winds, and all rhe Meteors of the Air, 


= ea” 4 ot as 


The fragrant Vapours- breath*d from rich 8 
From Indian Spices, and Arabian Gums, | 
Tho many Years they flow, will ſcarce abate 


The Odoriferous Body's Bulk or Weight. $ 

8 

"Tho? Antimonial Cups pre par d with Art k 
Their Force to Wine thro? Ages ſhould. Jaiparts 10 Ye 
This Diſſipation, this protuſe Expence,. | Do 
Nor ſhrinks their I nor. waltes "or Stores in. No 

p menſe. ö Wi 
The Powder which deſtruGive 7 "Wk explode, 00 
And by its Force their hollow Wombs unload, W. 
When rariſy'd of Space poſleſſes more | the 


Some hundred times, than * it fill'd before, Fro 
The n 
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The Seeds of Fern, which by prolific Heat, 
Cheer'd and. unfolded/form a Plant ſo great. 
Are leſs a thouſand times, than what the Eye: 
Can unaſſiſted by the Tube deſcry. - 
By Glaſſes aided we in-Liquor ſee © 
Some Living Things Minute to that degree 1 | 
That a prodigious Number muſt Unite, "EL | 
To make the n n 

How little Ae Light ee 
Which by your Maſters is Corporeal own'd # = 2 | 
Since the vaſt Deluge of tefulgent Rays,, "FP 
Which in a Day the Sun a chouſand ways } 
Thro his wide Empire laviſhly conveys ; 
were they collected in one ſolid Maſs, + {© 3 
Might nor IS A . mere 1 — 


At leaſt chokes this —— ſmall muſt — 
Small to an unconceivable D | 
Since tho? theſe radiant Spoils diſperſt in Air 
Do ne'er return and ne*er the sun repair, | 
Yet the bright Orb, whence ſtil] new Torrents flow, 
| Does no apparent Loſs,” no Diminution know. © © 
im Now curious Wits, who Nature's Work inſpect 
; With Rapture, with Aſtoniſhment reflect 
Oa the ſmall fize of Atomes, which "_ 1 
To make the ſmalleſt Particle of Light. 4 a 
0 Then how Minute Primzval Atomes are, f : 
1 From this Account Lucrerfins may infer » - 
| G 3 Yer 


cr e : 
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h % 


Yet they on theſe, wichout regard to Bighe,/ 
Confer the Honour of the quickeſt Flighe, en 


Within the Void with what a ſwift Curoer 

Your rapid Matter moves will thus appear, 

That all mixt Bodies are in Speed our-done 
By your firſt Atomes, you with Eafe will own + 
For Compound Beings can no Motion have, 
But what their firſt Conſtjtuent Atomes gave: 
Then your Primæval Subſtances enceed 


| The frift-wing's Wind, or Fviſer Light in ſpeed, 


How ſoon the Sun-Beams at the Mornings Birth 
Leap down from Heav'n, and light upon the Earth 
Prodigious Flight! They in tew Moments paſs| 
The vaſt Erherial Inter poſing Space ;:  - 

Should you enjoin a Rock ſo dard a Tusk, 

It would more Years, than Light will Minutes ask. 
One Atome then, ſo-you*} be fore d ro ſay, | 

Muſt Rocks and Hills and the whole Globe outweigh 
Since it exeteds them by its ſw iſter flight, 

And ſwiſter Motion fptings from greater Weight. 


To move direaly downward in a Line, 


Tf Nature's Law your Atomes do's enjoin 


Say, how can any from that Parh decline? 

Th? inclining Motion then, which you ſuppoſe, 

Whence the firſt Concourſe of your Atomes roſe; 

Muſt the great Maxim of your Schools ſubvert, 

Which ſtill with one Confed vate Voice aſſert, nh 
- 4 3 . — T 


5 


by 
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That Matter by Neceſſicy deſcends, | 

jn Lines dirett, yet part Obliquely tends... 

And thus your Matter, by its Native Force, 

To diff rent Points would ſteer a diff'rece Courſes: _ 
Determin'd by the ſame impulſive Weight 

Move in a Line oblique, and in a ſtraight.. 


To heal your Syſtem's-deep-and ghaſtly Wound, 

Which this Objeftion:gives, Laweriay found, - 0 
A method 3. Who a Motion did invene 
— —— home's» L | 
Which forms a Linc to Crooked fomewhat me. 
dlanting almoſt, and as it were, Oblique. * 
Who does not now this werden Bin eters | 
IE Wet ad; N and. Wir's teſiſtleſa 

PoW r. 


6 en 
Into this beanredus Fabric leap*d by Chance 5; 
If they combim d by Caſua! 'Concourſe, (ay, 
What in a free and/unobſtrated War, 
Did in a full Career your Atomes ſtay? 
What Mounds, what Fore when NR the : 

Heighe . 1 
Of Space Immenſe, | could ſtop ahaha their flight 2 
Why in their Road did they not forward pa, 
Bur ſtay, whete now we find the ſettled Maſs ? 
Why did they ceaſe from moving in deſpight 
WU their own Nature, and impelling Weight ? 
8.4 


3 


* 


| 
| 
. 


In this one Place of all the liquid Road, 


The wondrous-Pow't ihar did chb Parts ſuſtaim, 
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Had the wiſe Troops Sagacity to know! --: 


That there arriv*d, they ſhould no further goꝰ 


That in this Point of all the ſpacious Void. 
To form a World they: were to be (employ'd? © | 


Did they in Proſpect of fo great a Good, 


All their encumbring Gravity unload ? 
Fatigu'd, and ſpent with Labour infinite, 
Did they grow Torpid, and una pt for _ ef 
Or in th* Embrace and downy Lapiof Air. 
LulPd and — * they ſettle chere 2. 


na jet“ 3 072911 1 


Grant in this Ningle Place by Chance 1 s 


= 


* 


That there by Chance they did their Weight forget 


It happen'd there they form*d a mighty Maſs, 
Where yet no Order, no Diſtinction was: 
Let this be ſo; we ask you to explain 


For ſt ill che Narure and their Weight remain. 
What from Deſcent ſhould pon drous Matter ſtay, 
a no more tous Matter ſtops its Way? 
Can airy Columns prop the mighty Ball; 
Its Preſſure ballance, and prevent its Fall? 
And after this remains a mighty Task, 


Which more than Human Skill and Pow'r will ask, 


© The ſtrong myſterious Cements to unfold, » 
Which Atomes ſtrialy complicated bold. 
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Bur let us leave the Heap in Air's Embrace, 

To reſt unmov d within the empty Space, 

Which knows no Height, of nt. or ramen 

place: 

Tell, how you build the Chambers of the Sky, * 

Extend the Spheyes, and hang the Orbs on high, | 

You ſay, when Matter firft began to fall, 

And ſettle into this Terreſtrial Ball, 
Prefs'd from the Earth thin Fxhalations RE 

Vapours and Steams, Materials to compoſe 

The ſpacious Regions of the liquid Air, 

The Heav*ns, and all the Laminaries there. 

Theſe Vapours ſoon, miraculous Event! 

Suff u by Chance, and mix*d by Accident, wet, 

Into ſuch Ranks, and beauteous Order fell, 

As no Effect of Wiſdom can excel. 

ence did the Planets hung in Erher ſtray, 

Hence roſe the Stars, and hence the milky Way. 

ence did the Sun along the Skies advance, 


he Source of Day, but” . ſprung from Night and 
Chance, 


9 q | F-.99 , 
But who can ſhow the Legends, that record 
ore idle Tales, or Fables ſo abſurd? * 
Does not your Scheme affront ev'n vulgar Senſe, 
hat Spheres of ſuch a vaſt Circumterence, 
at all the Orbs, which in the Regions roll, 
: *. trom Eaft to Weſt, from Pole to Pole, > © 
_ & 27 Should 455 


* 


— 
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| Should their Conſtructure, and their Beauty owe | 
Tuo Vapours preſs'd from this poor Boll below ? 
From this ſmall Heap could Exhalations riſe 
Enough, and fit to ſpread, and vault the Sies? 
Lueret ius thus the Manner has diſplay d 
How Meteors, not how Heav'nly Globes are made, 
But grant the Steam, which by Expreſſion roſe, 
Did all the Spheres, and every Orb compuſe ; 
Since their Ingenite Gravity remains, 
What Girder binds, what Prop the Frame ſuſtains? 


The Sun's bright Beams which you of Mat 
make, | 

From Heav n their downward flight perpetual tale: 

Why does not then his Body, which ourweighs 

By infinite Degrees his golden Ray, 

By its own Force precipitated fall, 

And hide in Ruins this Terreſtrial Ball ? 

Can Air, unable to ſuſtain the Light, 

Support the Sun of ſuch ſuperior Weight, 

And all the pondrous Heav*nly Orbs ſuſpend 

Againſt their Nature, which does downward tend ? 
rell, wiſe Lucrezinss, tell the ſecret Art, 


E>SS=SEQOnH = =»5»H -—= oO —I = yy 
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_ - Which keeps the Heav'ns and Barth ſo long, ſo h me 

1 "Apart. 4 50 Nor 
| | * 1 1 a ber 
Thus too the Air preſs'd from this Maſs, Je 

lay, ' | | | be 

| the Earth and Skies expanded lay; © 


Na 
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Not with Intention, thut the Wat LIixhe 

Thro the chin Gulph might take an eaſie 

or that with nittous Food it Thould infpire 

The breathing Lungs, and feed the vital Fire. - 

zut meer Contingence did the Gulph extend, 
Rexardleſs of Convenience, Uſe, or End. 

Now, vautiting Poet, fuld it be conſefs d, 

That from the Earth the Aft is thus expreſs'd : * 
Since Things by heaviet Things are apward — 
Which tend with ſtrontzer Gravitation down:: 

Why are the Sun, and the fir Orbs ot Light, \ 


All which ſo far excted the Air in Weight, 
Hung from the Center at 4 greater heighr ? * 
Why do not theſe their Nature's Law obey, - c 


Raſh from above, and near the Center ſtay, | 

And make all lighter Bodies give them Way? 

Tell us, Lucret ius, why they ne er pur ſue 
This nat ral Bent, and this undoubted Due. 
Luce to the Earth you give the middle Place, 

To which all heavy Things direct their Race 3 

If nothing does obſtrutt, by certain Fate 

Things would in Order ot their diff rent weight 
Le round the Barth, and make one mitzhty Heap, 
They would rhefr Place, 4s different Strata, reep. 
Nor would the Air ot interceding Sky 

&erveen the diſtant Orbs, and Worlds divided Iye. 
her and Air would claim the higheſt Place, 

be Stars and Planets would the Earth embrace, 
now the Ocean floats upon its Face. 
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In vain you labour by mechanic Rules, 
In vain exhauſt the Reaſon of your Scho 
Theſe Queſtions to reſolye, and to explain 


How ſep'rate Worlds were made, and ſep tate fil 


— 


Since to your uncompounded Atomes. you * 


Figures il Number infinite allow, - .- 


From which, by various Combination, ſprings 


This unconfin'd Diverſity of Things; 
Are not in this, Deſign and Counſel clear, 
Does not the wiſe Artificer appear, 

Who the corporeal Particles endu'd - 


Wich diff*rent Shape, and diff rent 3 


That from the dilatures all Things might, hare 


In the wide Sea, and Air, and Heav* n, and Earth? 
To all theſe Figures of diſtinguiſh'd Kind, 


And diff rent Sizes, are not Ends aſſigu d? 


Then own their Cauſe did act with wiſe Ince, 


Which did thoſe Sizes . and ey'ry Shape 


invent. 


When Alice frſtthe World began bee 
Ts it not ſtrange that eV ry Number came 


Ot ſuch a Figure, and of ſuch a Size, 


As ſerv'd to found the Earth, and ſpread the Skies? 
Had they not met in fuch Proportion, were 


are 


aye 
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To which your yond[roue Bodies are laclis 7 


—— 


In a rude Maſs theꝝ had conſus diy join d. 
Not in a finiſhid! World, likg chis, combin d. 

Did theſe aſſembled Subſtances reflect, [-4 
That hers a beauteous Frame they muſt ere ? 

Did they a Gen'ral,;Council: wiſely call, 

To lay the Platform of each migbiy Ball? 

To ſettle prudent Rules, and Orders make, 

In reerigg Worlds, what ethods they ſhould take? 
To ev'ry Atome was. his Task enjoin'd ? 

His Poſt, and Fellow-labourers aflign'd ? ?? 
Did they conſent what Parts they, ſhould compoſez | 
That theſe ſhou}d. Erher make, and Water Thoſe ; 
That ſome ſhould be the Moon, .and ſome the Earth, 
Thoſe give the Sun, and Theſe the Planet Birth 2 
If all theſe noble Worlds were unde ſigu d, | 
And carry'd on, without a conſcious Mind, 

Oh happy Accident! auſpicious Chance 

That in ſuch Order made the Work advance, 

At length to ſuch mird Perfection brought 

The ſiniſſid Structure, as it had been wrought 

Wich Art tranſcendent and conſummate be-. ! 0 


Since tis an Gre done to common Senſe 
To fix a central Point in Space Immenſe, 3 
Why is a Middle to the Earth aſſign'd, 5 


Beſides, wile * chis Terreſtrial Maſs 
Docs the whole Sca a thouſand times ſurpaſs ; 3 


Which 


$] 


Which in a Line, if drawn directly down,” 
More than a Mite in depth is rarely known, | 

a ——— bes" 

- Than catchy co compoſe this woiid*tous Frame 3 3 
Or had they both in equal Number met, 
Wanner 

ie 3: 45557 
Or if che ry (we ho farther preſs) *% 
Were but an hundred times in Number leſs ; :, 
This Globe had lain, it not a ge ral Flood, 
At leaſt a Pen, a Maſs of Oure aud Mud; 
With no rich Fruit, or verdant Beauty bleft, . 


Wild and unpeopled, or by Man, or Beaft. - 
Who will our Orb*s unequal Face explaid, - | 
Which Epicuru made all ſmooth and plain? 
How did thy Rocks, O Barth, thy Hills arife ? © 5 


How did thy Gizne Sons invade the Skies > © * 
Lucretius, thi it happer'd thus, replies. 


Now give us leave, great Poet, to demand, 
How the ca pacious Hollow in the Land | 
Was firſt produc'd, with Eaſe to entertain | 
All the aſſembled Waters of the Main. 

When Earth was made, this Hollow for the Sea 
Was form d; but how? It bappen'd fo to be; 

It on a time fell out, that ev ry Wave 

Forſook the , and filFd the mighty Cave, 
Which 
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Which happen d opportunely to be there, 

Whete now their ends the rolling Biflows reer. 
It then fell out, chat Srofges did Rocks 

That Vales ſubſided, and that Hills afoſe. 

] hus the Formation of the World you know 3 


Kanne | 


Can Tales — ludicrous and vain, 
By Winter- ſires old Nurſes entertain? 
Does This unfold how all Things firſt were made 
Withour Dlvine and Supernatural Add? 
His Penetration has Lucretius ſhown, 
By ſaying Things proceed from Charice alone 
As their Efficient m chat bs, from none ? 


But ler your Tro6ps, which rang d os Plains of 
Night, © 

And thro? the Vacant wing d their careleſs Flight, 
The high Command of tuling Chance obey ; 
Unguided and waconſoious of the way 
Let them advance to one derermin'd Place, 
Preſcrib?d by Chance, in alt th unmeaſur d Space 
Their proper Stations unditected find, 
To lorm a World, chat never was defign'd. 
Let all the rolling Globes, and ſpacious Skies, 
From happy Hits of heedlefs Atomes rife. 
Be thus the Barth's mnmov'd Foundations laid, 
Thus the thin Regions of the Air diſplay d. 


Chance, 
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Chance ſhall the Planets in their Place ſuſpend, 
Between thoſe Worlds th? Etherial Plains extend; 


Direct the Sun to that convenient Seat, 


Whence he diſplays his Luſtre and his Heat. 
This Labour, all this Progreſs is in vain, 
Unleſs the Orbs their various Motions gain. 
For let the Sun in boyant Ether float, 
Nor nearer to the Earth, nor more remote: 
Yet did his Orb unmov'd its Beams diffuſe, 
He d fare Deſtruction to the Barth produce. 
One half for Heat, and one for Cold would pray; 
This would abhor the Nighr, and that the Day. 
Did he not Yearly thro? the Zodiack paſs, - 

ere he not conſtant to his Daily Race, 

e would not, by Alternate Shade and Light, | 
Produce the needful Change of Day and Night: 
Nor would the various Seaſons of the Year, / 

By Turns revolving,.riſe and diſappear: 

Now can judicious Atomiſts conceive, 

Chance to the Sun could this juſt Impulſe give, 
By which the Source of Day ſo ſwiftly flies, 
His Stages kenps, and tra verſes the thts 


We ask you 38 cheſs conftane Motions 
flow 3 
Will — Heads reply. they happen'd ſo 5 
You ſay, the Solar Orb, firft moy*d by Chance, 
Does North and South, and Eaft and Weſt advance ? 


we 
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We ask why firſt in theſe determin*d ways 

He choſe to move ꝰ Why thence he never ſtrays 
Why did he-ne*er, fince Time began, decline | 
His Round Diurnal; or bis Annual Eibe? 

do ſteadily does fickle Fortune ſteer, 

Th' obedient Orb, that it ſhould never err? 
Should never ſtart aſide, and never ſtray ? 
Never in Pathleſs Ether miſs his Way? 

Why does he neer beyond the Tropicks go? 
Why ſtill revolve ? Why travel to and fro? 
Will it a Wiſe Philoſopher content, 

To ſay theſe Motipns came by Accident, 

Thar all is undefigntd, fortuitous Event ? 

But if the Nuggifh Sun-you'l1 not diſturb, .. . 

But Motion give ta this Terreſtria) Orb 
Still of the Earth. we the ſame Queſtion ask, 
Which to explain) yay haye as hard a Task. 


d mo? you 


Can Change ths Franc, cheſs arthul Scenes 
erect, 
which K. not Works leſs Aufl to 5 ? 
Did it Mechanic Engi nes nes e er produce, 
A Globe, or Tube of Aſtronomic Uſe? 
Why do not Veſſels, built and rigg d by Chance, 
Drawn in long Order, on the as dance? 
Might not that Sov*raign Cauſe with greater cafe 
A Navy build, than make the Winds and Seas? 
Let Atomes once the Form of Letters rake 
B; Chance, and let thoſe huddled Letters make 
A 


* 


A finiſh'd Poem by a lucky Hit, 
Such as the Grecian, or the Mantuan wit; 
Then we'll embrace the Dofrines you advance, 
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And yield che World's fair Poem made by Chance. 


* 
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The ARGUMENT. 


Ile IntroduBion. 4 Deſeription. of the 
3 Stare, of Mankind, by reaſon 
of innumerable Mies and Suffering . 5 
which they are obnoxious. Diſcaſes of 


Body. Trouble and Grief of, Mind, —_ 


lence and The Viciſſitude of 
buman far. 2 * certain 52 
of Death. WWhenee it appears that it ſuit 
the State of Mankind, and *c2; Mabel is de- 
ſirable, there ſhould be a God. 4 
againſt the Fatalifts, who 4550 7 Eter- 
2 VPor ld. * There oy be granted 
ome Self-exiſtent I Being. 
The Corporeal World 2 Be. 
ing. Prov'd from its Mutability, and 
the Variety of Forms rifong and di appear- 
ing 


\ 


B 
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_ Ing in the ſeveral Parti of Native; Pes 
| To Poſſibility of conceiving, without an 

conſequent Contradiction, leſs or more Par 
in the World, than are attnally exiſtew. 

From the Poſſigility of Plants and Ani- 

"mals baving had different Shapes, and 

Limbs, from what they. now have. The 

- pretended fatal Chain of Things not ſel 
' exiſtent and independent ; becauſe all it 
Links;or Patti are dependent, and obnoxi 

ous to Corruption, Fate a Word without 

Senſe or Meaning. Two more Argument 

.. apainſt the Eternity of the World, frm N 

Ace ee of the Light of the Sun, il 
ent of Motion. Ariſtotle's Scheme con 


AB 


AH 
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u hapleſs Mortal Man ! ah rigid 
2 rate! 

Wbat Cares attend our ſhort, uncer= 
: tain State? 
RE How wide a Front, how . 
oe black a Reer, ſy 
What ſad varieties of Grief and Fear, | 
Drawn in Array, exert their fatal Rage, 5 
And gall obnoxious Life thro? every Stage, ; 
From 1 Youth, from Youth io Age ? . 


Who can 2 a Roll of all our Woes? 
Our Friends are faithleſs, and ſiace e our Foes, _ 
Now ſharp Invecti ves from an envious Tongue | 
Improve our, Exxors, and our Virtues wrongs 
Th" Oppreſſor now! with arbitrary Might, "Ab y 
Tramples on Law, and robs us of our Right. 
Dangers unſeen on ev'ry Side invade, =. 
And Snares o'er all ch unfairbful Ground ey 


or Wounds From foreign Violence we N 5 
Now from the Ruffian's, now a Wanner! Bhat a 


* 


3 
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By Bruiſcs or by Labour we are pain dz 
A Bone disjointed, or a Sine ftrain'd. 

No feſt ring Sores affli& our rorrur'd Limbs, 
nnen 


Acute Diſtem pers fierce our Veins affail, 
Ruſh on with Fury, and by Storm prevail : 
Others wich Thrift diſpenfe their Stores of Grief, 
And by the Sap prolong the Siege of Life + 
While to the Grave we for Deliv*rance cry, 
And promis 'd till, are ſtill bebo to die, 


See, Cholic, Gour and none; a cruel Train 
Oppos d by all the healing Race in van, 


1 ² W oo 4 


Their various wor and lingring Plagues em- T1 

ploy, A\ 
Relieve cach . and by Turns annoy, Av 
And, Tyrant like, torment, but not deſtroy. Wh 
We rr laſetts in our Bowels feed, Volz 
Engender Deaths, and dark Deſtruction breed. Faith 


The Spleen with ſullen Vapours clouds the Brain, Wh 
And binds the Spirits in its heavy Chain: 


Hove er the Cauſe Phantaſtick may appear, 'T 
Th” Effect is real, and the Pain ſincere.” Vick 
Hydropic Wretches by degrees decay, © ö For i 
Growing the more, the more they waſte away: Whe 
By their own Ruins they augmented lye, That 
Wan Thirſt and Heat amidft a Deluge fry. cba 


** 
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And while in Floods of Water theſe expire, 

More ſcorching periſh by the Feaver's Fire. 
Stretch d on our downy, yet uncafic Beds, : 
We change our Pillows, and we raiſe our Heads : 
From Side to Side for Reſt in vain we turn, 

With Cold we ſhiver, or with Heat we burn. 

Of Night impatient we demand the Day, | 
The Day arrives, and for the Night we pray: 
The Night and Day ſucceſſive come and go, 

Our laſting Pains no Interruption know. 


Since Man is born to ſo mach Woe and Care, 
Muſt ſtill new Terrors dread; new Sorrows bear, 
Does it not ſuit the State of human Kind, 

There ſhould preſide a Good Almighty Mind: . 

A Cauſe Supream, that might all Nature ficer, 
Avert our Danger, and prevent. our Fear? | 
Who, when implor'd, mitzht timely Saccour give, 
Volace our Anguiſh, and our Wants relieve : | 
Father of Comfort might our Souls ſuſtain, 


When preft, wich Grief, and mitigate our Pain. 


"Tis certain Something from all Ages paſt 
Without Beginning Was, nd ſtill wilt Laſt,. 
For if of Time one period e er had been 
When Nothing was, then Nothing could Begin. 
That Things ſhould to Themſelycs a Being givey _=— 
——_ — al 


$ 4 


ö 3 hy . 


— — 


— 
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Then Something Ts, wbich no Beginning had, 
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If you affirm, Effects themſelves produce, 
You ſhock the Mind, and Contradiction chuſe : 
For they, tis clear, muſt act and move before 
They were in Being, or had Motive Pow'r E: 

As active Cauſes, muſt of right at once 

Exiſtence claim, and as Effects, renounce. 


A Cauſeleſs Cauſe, or Nothing could be made, a 
Which muſt by pute Neceſſuy exit, | 
And whoſe Duration Nothing can reſiſt. f 
Let us enquire, and earch by doe degrees | a 
| What, Who thisSelf-exiſtent Betng . 8 
Should the tnatexial/ Welt A trove 1 
Uncaus' d, and independent Being einn - 
It would thus form d and ny as we ſee 
Derive Exiftence/from Neceſſity, - 7 t mh 
And then to Ages 'unconfir*d muſt * But 
Without the leaſt Diverſity or Waſte. 
Neceſlicy, view'd with attentive Thought, 
Does plain Impoſſibility denote 
That Things ſhoald not Exiſt, whick Actual 9 L 
Or in another” Shape, or * rent Modes appears | 5 
0er 1 2 
Barks: in all boerse Aute*s Scene, | Muſt 
What Changes, what Diverſities have been? 0 m 
Matter not long the ſame Appearance makes, With 


Bar ſhifrs hcr old, and a new Figure takes, 
L. 


If now ſhe lyes in Winter's rigid Arms 
Diſhonour?d, and deſpoil'd of all her Charnis, 

Soſt vernal Airs will looſe th? unkind Embrace, 

And genial Dews renew her wither*d Face. 

Like fabled Nymphs transform'd ſhe's now a Tree, 


Now ys into 2 Flood, . 1 de = 
Sea. 

She's now 2 randy Fly, before. & Worm, N 

Blow a Vapour, and above a S corm. 2 

This Ouze was late a Monſter of the Main, = + 


That Turf a lowing Grazer of the Plain, 
A Lion chis did o'er the Foreſt reigh, - : n 
Rezard that fair, that branching Laurel Plants 
Behold that lovely bluſhing Amarant ; 
One Viliam*s broken Frame might have n d. \ 
and one from bright Maria's Duſt. 2 5 
Theſe ſhiſting Scenes, e a ene 
ſhow . | 
Things from Neceſſity could 2 


But muſt to Mind and Choice precarious Being 
owe. 


een (db 3 vi:9 TLOT 

+ Bib as wrt t Mid My 

Let us (ppoſe that Nature ever was,  JAfowo 
. * WI Without Beginning, add without 2 Cauſe z 

| As her firſt Order, Diſpoſition, Frame 

Muſt then ſubſiſt Ugchangeably the fame 3. 
v muſt our Mind pronounce, it would not be 
kin the reach of Poſſibility, 195 
102 H That 


| That e'er che World a Being could have had 


- "Tho? ſome one wand ring Orb, or rwinkling Star; 
Were abſent from the Hear'ns, which now is 
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Different from what it is, or could be made 

Of more or leſs, or other Parts, than thoſe 

Which the cor poreal · Univerſe compoſe. 
Now, Fataliſt, we ask, it thoſe ſubvert 

*Reaſoris eftabliſh*d/Maxims, who aſſert 

"That we the World's Exiſtence may conceive, 

"Tho?-we one Atome out of Nature leave: 


there: 
| The ſome one Kind of Plank, or Fly, or Worm, a 
"No Being bad, or we 2 \ 
And might not other Anas e 
Of diff went Figure, 20d of diff rene Size ? y 
In the wide Womb of Pefibility * R 
Lye-many Things, which ne'er may actual be: Fi 
And more Productions of a various Kind W 
Will cauſe no Contrad iction in the Mind. Ot 
Tit poſſible the Things in Nature found, Bu 
Might diff rent Forms nad, mn Narr Have No 
own? ' An 
The Boar might wear 4 Trunk, che Wolf n Horn, Wt 
The Peacock's Train the Bittern might adorn. Unc 


Strong Tusks might in * e Mourh * Wh 


grown, - 
And Lions wigh have por and Lropens none. 


N 
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But if the World knows no Superior Cauſe, 

Obeys no Soveraign's arbitrary Laws 3 

If abſolute Neceſſity maintains | 

Of Cauſes and Effects the fatal Chains 

What could one Motion ſtop, change one Event? 

I: would tranſeend the wide, the vaſt Extent, 

The utmoſt ſtretch of Poſſibility, 

That Things, from what they are, ſhould diſa- 
tzree. N 


If to clade this Reas' ning, you reply, 
Things what they ate, arc by Neceſſity; 
Which never elſe ſo aptly could conſpire a 
To ſerve the Whole, and Nature's Ends acquire 3 
To form the Beauty, Order, Harmony, 
Which we thro? all the Works of Nature ſec. 


Ready we this Aſertion will allow, 

For what can more exalted Wiſdom ſhow ? 

With Zeal we this Neceſſity delend 1 
Ot Means directed to their uſetul End . | 
But *eis not chat, which Faralifts intend, _ j 


Nor That, which we oppoſe in this Debate, 

An uncontrouPd Neceſſity of Fate, : 

Which all Things blindly does, and muſt produce, A 

Unconſcious of their Goodneſs and thcir Uſe, 

Which cannot Ends deſign, nor Means convenient 
chuſe. 


H 2 IF 


— : 


With all the Parte, and different but in Name? 


Have you a Juſt Idea in the Mind 


By which Effects u pon their Cauſes lean, 


And firm Coherence of th. extended Chain; 
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Tf you perſiſt, and fondly will maintain 
Of Cauſes and Effects an endleſs: Train; : 
That this ſueceſſive Series ſtill has been, 
Will never ceaſe, and never did begin: 

That Things did always, as they do, proceed, 
And no firſt Cauſe, no Wiſe Director need: 
Say, it vo Links of all your fatal Chain 
Free from Corruption, and unchang'd remains 
It of the Whole each Part in Time aroſe, 

And to a Cauſe its borrow'd Being owes; 

How then the Whole can Independent be? 
How have a Being from Neceſſity? 

Is not the Whole, ye learned Heads, the ſame 


Could &erthat Whole the leaſt Perfection ſhow, 
Which from the Parts, that form it, did not flow! 
Then, tell us, can it from irs Parts derjve, 

Whar in themſelves thoſe Parts had nor to give? 


' Farther to clear che Subject in Debate, 
Inform us, what you underftand by Fate. 


Of this great Cauſe of Things by you aſign'd ? 
If you the Order and Dependence mean 


The long Succeflionof th? efficient Train, 


Then 
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Then Fate is Nothing, bur a Mode of Things, 
Which from continu'd Revolution ſprings 3 

A pure Relation, and a meer Felpet _ 

Between the Cauſe effeRtive and th Effect. 

H Cauſes and Effects themſelves are That, | ; 
Which your clear-ſighted Schools intend by Fate; 
Then Fate by no Idea can be known, 

'Tis one Thing only, as a Heap is One. 

You no diſtinguiſh'd Being by it mean, 

But all the Effects and Cauſes, that have been. 

It you aſſert, chat each cfhcient Cauſe 

Maſt act by ſix d inevitable Laws + 

If you affirm this Neceſlary State, 

And tell us this Neceſſity is Fate; ren 
When will you bleſs the World with Light to ſee 
The Spring and Source of this Neceflity ? 

Say, what did fo diſpoſe, ſo Things ordain 

To formthe Links of alt che caſual Chain * 

That Nature by inevitable Forte 

Should run one Ring, and keep one ſteady Courſe > 
That Things mult needs in one ſer Order flow, 


And all Events muſt happen, as they do? 


Can you no Proof of your Aſſertion find ? 
Produce no Reaſon to convince the Mind, 

That Natute this'determin'd Way muſt go? 
Are all Things thus, becauſe they muſt be fo 7 
we grant with Eaſe there is Neceſfity, 
Ihe Source of Things ſhould Self- exlſtent be 


H 3 N 
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But then he's nor a Neceſſary Cauley - 
He freely acts by arbitrary Laws. 
He gave ro Beings motive Energy, 
And aQive Things to paſſive did apply; 

In ſuch wiſe Order all Things did diſpoſe, 

That of Events Neceſſity arofe : 

Without his Aid, ſay, how you will maintain - 
Your fatal Link of Cauſes 3 hence tis plain 
While the Word Fare you thus affect to uſe, 

You coin « ſenſeleſs Term th* unwary to amuſe. 


& 


You, who aſſert the World did nor commence, 
Prepare againſt this Reas' ning your Defence, 
If Solar Beams, which thro? th* Expanſion We. 
Cor poreal are, as learned Schools aſſert, 
Since ſtill they flow, and no Supply re pays 
The laviſh Sun his diipated Rays, 
Grant, that his radiant Orb did ne er Bezin, 
And that his Mot ions have Bternal been, 
Then by eternal, infinite Ex pence, 
By unrecruited Waſte, and Spoils immenſe, 
By certain Fate to ſlow Deſtruttion doom'd, 
His glorious Stock long ſince had been conſum' d. 
Of Light unthriſty, and profuſc of Day, 
The ruin'd Globe had fpent his lateſt Ray: 
Diſperſt in Beams eternally diſ play d, 1 
Had loſt in Ether roam'd, and. looke in Atomes 
| ray'd. 


* 


Grant 
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Grant, that à Grain of Mattet would outweigh 

The Light, the Sun diſpences in 2 Day, ö 5 

Thro? all the Stages of his bew u Wey + 

That in a Year the Golden Torrents vrt 

From the bright congrats irs Locus . zug- 

ment z 

Yet withour End If you the Waſts * 

Th? eternal Lols grows infiakety great?” - 

Then ſhould the gun of finite Bull f, 

In ev*cy Age, the Lobs but of « Giatng/"! | 

If we ſuppoſe theſe Ages ini nte 

Could chere rend ons Pardcle of Vii gp 


Reflect, that Motion muft dar its Forces,” 
As more or leſs obſtructed in its Courſe 2 
Thar all the bear Ords, while rorning wound, 
Have ſome Reſiſtance from mommy vere oy a 
Be that Re ſiſtance n er To falt ahd weeks,” | 
If *tis Brern#17 *rwilt-altMorion break” * 

I in each Age you grant the leaſt Decreaſe, 

By ini nite Sucteſſion it muſt ceaſe.” 

Hence, if the Orbs have ſtill reſiſted been 

By Air, or Lights or Ethey ne er ſo thin; | 

Long ſince their Motion muſt have been ſappreſf,” | 

The Stars had food, the Sum bad lain at reft, 

O vain, fo wild a A you Fataliſts have 
3-2 
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| of Ariftorle's School, who's pleag'd to ſay 
| Nothing can, move it ſelf, vo inward Pow'r 


ah 


| The Stagyrite thus undertakes t0 prove: 
He ſays, of Motion Time che Meaſure is; 


Motion thro* Ages wichout Limit flows, fre 


eee e wi th Ground 


| Limes no Meaſure — Motion mete. f 


Elſe Motion mitzht not have Eternal been. 
That Matter never did begin to move, 0 


Let us the wiſe Poſitions now: ſurvey 


To any Being Motion can procure. ; 
Wharte*er is mov'd, irs Motion muſt derive 
From ſomerhing elſe, which muſt an Impulſe give. 
And yet n6 Rejog orion could begin, 


But in th* Immenſe from endleſs: Ages ſtrove, 


Then That's Eternal too, as well as This. 


Since Time, its Mcaſure, no Beginning knows. 
This feeble Baſe upholds — ks 
And all bis mighty Saperſtructure props. | 
On this be all-bistow'ring Fabric a, 
Sequel on Sequel heaps, to reach the revs 
t if rhjs Definition you deny Jas 
Time, on which his Building does a 


You bring his lotry Babel from the Sky. Ny. 
A thouſand fine Dedu8ions you confound 94 
Scatter his waſte Philoſopby around, 


we — this Definition * deset 3 
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For Men of reas ning Faculties will ſee 5 

That Time can nothing but Duration be 

of Beings, and Duration can ſuggeſt 

Nothing, or of their Motion, or their Reſt = 2 

Only proleng'd Exiſtence it implies, 

Whether the Thing is mov'd, or quiet lies; 

This ſingle Blow will all che Pile ſubvert, 

$ proudly rais d, but wick ſo little Art. - 


But face the Author h has ſuch Fine acquir'd,, 
And as 2 God of Science been admir'd ; 
A ſtricter View we'll of his Syſteme take, 
And of the Parts a ſhort Examen make. 4 
Let us obſerve, What Light his Scheme affords, 
His uudigeſted Heap of doubtful Words. 
Gteat Sragyrite, the loft Enquirer ho] 
The Spring, whence Motion did.for ever flow. Fe 
Fince nothing of it ſelt &'er moves or ſtrives, - 
Tell whar begins, whar the. firſt Impulſe gives... 


+ 


Por Motion's Spring and Principle accounts. 
To his Supream,, unmoy*d, unactive God 
le the firſt Sphere appoints, a bleſt Abode: N 
us ds ſupinely on his Azure Throne, a 
In Contemplation of himſelt alone; 
Wal mindleſs of the World, and void 
nne and unemploy d. 
H 5 To 


g Hear how the Man, who all in Fame furmounts,. | 


r [ 
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To all the Spheres Inferior are aſſign la 
Gods Subaltern, and of Interior kind, , 
On theſe he Self-Exiſtence does conter, 5; 
Who, as the God Supream, Eternal are. - 
With Admiration moy'd, and ardent Love, 
They all their Spheres around in Order move, 
And from theſe Heay*nly Revolutions flow: 

All Motions, which are found in things below. 


If you demand by what Impulſive Force 

The Under-Gods begin their circling Courſe: 

He ſays, as Things defirable excite 

Deſire, and Objects move the Appetite 3 

So his firſt God, by kindling ardent Love, 

Does all the Gods in Seats Inferior move: 

Thus mov'd they move around their might 

Spheres, 

wich their Refulgent Equlpage of Stars, 

From Sphere to Sphere communicate the Dance, 

Whence all in Heav*nly Harmony advance. 
And from this Motion propagatcd riſe | 
All Motions in the Earth, and Air, and Skies, 


And thus by Learned A- iets Mind 
All Things were form'd, yer Nothing | was de- 
| ber. 
He owns no Choice, no Arbitrary Will, 
No Artiſt's Hand, and no exerted Skill. 


3 & 


— * — 1 


Kok v. e 17 


All Motion flows from Necelary, Fare. 

Which norhing does reſiſt, or can abate. 

Things fink and riſe, a Rein doſe, ar gais - - 

In a coherent, undiſſol ing Chain - | 5 

ol Cauſes and Effects, which Memes Gogh Gf 
ſtain, 

Ti? Unmoveable erg the reft does move, 

As proper Obje&s raiſe Defive, and Love. * 

Ny; mov'd, without their, Choice, witbour Cone 
ent, 

Move all their Spheres around without e 1 0 

Whate'er he calls his moving Cauſe, to chuſe 

He gives that Cauſe no Pow'r, or to refuſe. 

And thus from Fate all artful Order ſprings, 4 

This reer*d the World, This 1 e Thing. 

rler 

hy a ts Seagyrite © or 

ow the firſt God th? Interior does encite. 

df his own Subſtance: does he Parts conveys | 8 


ht 


zole Motive Force the Under-Gods obey ? 

{ ſo, he may be chang u, he may decay. | 
ut it by ſtedfaſt Gazing they are mov'd, k 
Ind Admiration of the Object lo d:: 

thoſe below their Motive Free acquire 

om che ſtrong Impulſe of Dieine Deſiro z 
al us, what Good your God Supream can grant, / 
kich thoſt beneath, to make them happy, want · 


de- 


Al * 


TEA 6 of the God Supream, 


8 EY > . : 


Might not each Second God unactive lye 


On the Supream Unmoveable, and ne er 
Be fore'd to rol! round: his foltd Sphere 7 


— 4 ͤ»ͤ«ͤ r 2x 22 —kͤp— 
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Who can to Reaſom this Affront ehdure? 


. 
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And Hear aly" Raprures' men their Beaſts; in 
flame, 

Is chat Se eee, * 

Ot Motion conſtant to Eternal Laws? 


On his Blue Sphere, and fix his raviſh'd Eye 


$25,” how cwuld Wonder drive” them from their 
Place ? 

How in a'Citele'make'them run their Race? 

How RO ſteady A certain Pace 


He his © Patlaimental Maxim lays, 
That Nature wiſely acts in all her Ways: 
That ſhe purſues che Things, which moſt conduct 
To Order, Beauty, Decency and uſe. 


Should it Deriſton cauſe, or Anger more, 
To hear a deep Philoſopher aſſert 

That Nature, not endu'd with Skill or Art, 

Of Liberty, of Choice, of Reaſon void, 8 
Still wiſely Acts, where- ever ſhie s employ d? 


Can Actions be denominated Wiſe, wer! 4d ©: 


Which from a Brute Neceſſi y ariſe,! 
Which the Blind Agent nevet did intend, 
The Means unchoſen, and unknown the End? 
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What wiſely = —_— _ my, 
The Means and End:maſt firſt be underſtood 3 
The Means, as proper, and the End, as good. 
The Act muſt be exerted with intent 
By uſing Means to gain the wiſh'd Event. 
But can a ſenſeleſs and unconſcious Cauſe 
By foreign Impulſe mov'd, and fatal Laws, 
This Thing as good, and that as fit OY - 
Deſign the End, and then the Means elect ? 
Nature you grant can no Event intend, 
vet chat ſhe acts with Prudence you pretend, 
So Nature wiſely act, yer aQs without an End. 


Yet while this Prince of Science does declare 
That Means and Ends were never Nature's Care, 
That Things, which ſeem with perfect Ar con- 

triv'd, 
By the refiſtleſs Fotce of Fate arriv'd : 
This cautious Maſter to ſecure his Fame, 
And ſcape the Atheiſt's ignominious Name, 
Did to his God's of all Degrees allow © 
| Counſel, Deſign, and Pow'r to Chuſe and Know. 
Yer ſince he's pleas'd ſo plainly to aſſert | 
His Gods no Act of eas ning Pow'r exerr, 
No mark of Choice, or Arbitrary Will, 
Employ*d no Prudence, und ex preſs d no Skill 


- —. > 
* - E N "X Eo - 
** : - * N 7 
1 - 0 " l . 
. \ * 2 . f 
— . „ 
% 


158 CREATION. Boo. 
In making; er direcking Nitiite's Frame; "ep 
Which from his Fare inevitable came tf 
Theſe Gods muſt, 48 to us, be Brute ame, 
And as unuſeful, as if void of Mind; © - - | 
Acting without Intent, or Care, or Aim, 

Can they our Prayer regatd, or Praiſes claim ? 
Ot all the Irredligious in Debate, 

This ſhameful Error is ihe common Fate + 
That cho“ they cannot bur 'diftinMy fee 
In Nature's Works, and whole — 

Deſign and Judgthent in a high depree 3 
This Judgment, this Deſign, they ne'er allow 
Do from a Caufe endu*d with Reaſon flow : 

The Art they grant, th" Artificer rejeR, 

The Strulture own, and not the Architect. 
Thar unwiſc Nature all Things wiſely makes, 
And prudent Meaſures without Prudence * 


— 
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Grant that their Admiration S, their Love. f 

Of the firſt God, may all th* Inferior move; 
Grant too, tho? no Neceſſity appears, 

That wich their * mov d, they moy'd * 
N Cas 
Theſe Queſtions let the Stagyrite 3.6 | 

Why they at all ? Why in this Way revolve « 
Declare by what Neceſſity comroul'd N 

I one determin'd Manner tbey are rolf d ? 


Why 
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Why is their ſwift Rotation Weſt and Faſt, .. 

Rather than North, and South, or Eaſt and Wen ? 8 

' Whydo not all zb. loferior Spheres obeyß 1 
The higheſt Sphere's inevitable SV Way ?? 

Tell us, if all Celeſtial Motions riſe 

From Revolutions of the Starry Skies, 

Whence of che Orbs the various Morions.come ? 

Why ſome. the gen*ral Road purſue, and ſome- 

In Ether ſtray, and diſobedient roam; - , 

If yours the Source of Motion is, declare : - — 
Why This is fix'd, and That a-wand”ring. star? 

Tell by what Fate, by what reſiſtleſs Force 

This Orb bas one, and that another Courſe ?. 


How does the learned Greek the Cauſe unfold 
With equal Swiftneſs. why che Sun is roll'd | 
Kill Eaſt and Weſt, to mark the Night and Day? 
To form the Year hy thro? the Ecclypric Way ?. 
Wbat Magic, what Neceſſity confines | 
The Solar Orb berween the Tropic Lines ? 

What Charms in thoſe enchanred Circles dwell; 
That with controuling Pow'r the Sun repel ? 
The Stagyrite to this no Anſwer makes; 
Of the vaſt Globe ſo little Thought be takes, 
That he to ſolve theſe Qyeſtions never ſtrives, 
No Cauſe, or of its Place, or Motion gives. 
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But farther yer, applauded Greek, ſuppoſe = 
Cœleſtial Motions from your Spring aroſe ; 
That Motion dow to all the Worlds below 
From the firſt Sphere may propagated flow: 
; Since you of Thing: to ſhew th? efficient Source 
K Have always to Neceſſity recourſe; 
From what Neceſſity do Spheres proceed . 
With ſuch a meaſur*d; ſuch a certain Speed > 
We fain would this myſterious Cauſe explore, 
' Why Motion was not either leſs or more 3 
Bur in this due Proportion and Degree, 
3 As ſuits with Nature's juſt OEconomy. 
| This is a Cauſe, a right one too, we grant, 
© But tis the Final, we th' Efficient want. 
Wick treater Swift neſz if the Spheres were whirl'd, 
The Motion giv'n to this Toferfor World | 
Too violent had been for Nature's Uſe, 
Of too great Force mix d Bodies to produce: " 
The Elements, Air, Water, Earth and Pire, © 
Which now to make compounded Things con- 


'By Boe: 9 Shocks could never have combin'd, 
Or bad been diſengaged, asſoon' as join d. g 
But then had Motion in a leſs degree 
Been given, than chat, which we in Nature ſee 3. 
Of greater Vigour ſhe had ſtood in need, U 
To mix and blend the Elemental Seed: 
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To temper, work, incorporate and bind 

Thoſe Principles, that thence of 'cy*'ry Kind 

The various Compound Beings might ariſe, 

Which fill the Earth and Seca, and ſtore the Skies. 

Say, what Neceſſicy, what fatal Laws _ 

Did in ſuch due Proportion Motion cauſe, 

Nor more or leſs, but juſt ſo much, as tends „5 
To frame the Va and IN mum. * 


Ask whiy — higheſt of the rolling Spheres, | 
Deck d to Profuſion wich refulgent Sears, 
And all with britzut Excreſcencies emboſt, 

Has the whole Beauty of the Heav?ns engroſt: 
When of the others, to diſpel the Night, 4 
Each owns a ſintzle ſolitary Light. — | = 
Oaly one Planer in a Sphere is found, 7 1 
Marching in Air bis*melancholy Round: 

Nature, he tells us, took this prudent Care, 

That the ſublimeſt and the nobleſt Sphere 

Should be with nobler Decoration bleſt, 

And in Magnificence out- ſhine the reſt : "0 
That ſo irs, greater Ornament and State 8 
Should bear Proportion wich irs grearer- Height, 

It ſeems then Nature does not-only find 

Means to be Good, Beneſicent and Kind, 

Bur has for Beauty and for Order car'd, 4 + 
Does Rank and State and Decency regard. i 


—— 
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Now ſhould he not conſidering Men forgive, 
It, ſway*d by this Aſſertion, they believe, © 

That Nature, which docs Decency reſpect, 

Is ſomerhing, which can reaſon; chaſe, refle& > 
Or that ſome wiſe Director muſt. preſide ' 
Ober Nature's Works, and al ber Motions guide > 

You here ſhould that Neccffity declare, © 
Why all the Stars adorn the higheſt Sphere: 

Say, how is this th* Effect of Fatal Laws, 
Without reficQing ona final Cauſe Þ- ? 

One Sphere bas all. che Stars 3 we ask you! Why? 
When you to Beauty and to Order fly, 

You plain aſſert the Truth, which you deny: 
That is, char Nature hes wiſe Eads in view, 

yu Foreſight works, rr 


Thus all the . Witz, that have ell 
Jo explicate the Means, how Things ate made 
By Nature's Power, without the CT WM 
The final Cauſes of Effects aſſigu. 
They ſay, chat This or That is fo or ſo, 
That ſuch Events in ſuch Succeſſion "Inc ah 
Becauſe Conveuienee, Decency and Uſe - 
Require, that Nature hinge ſhould thus produce. 
They in their Demonſtrations always vaune” © 
Efficient Cauſes, Which hey always want; © 
on thus they yield the Queſtion- in debate, 

And grant the CORR) of Chance and Fate. 

For 
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594 


For *cill they ſhow, by what Neceſſity , . 
Things have the Diſpolizion, which we ſee, 


Whether it be deriv'd from Fatc or Chance, . 
Not the leaſt Step in Science „ 


Grant, Nature furoiſh'd, at ber vaſt Expence, 
du tack of State- wich ſuch Magnificence, 
That it might ſhine above the others bright, 
Adorn'd with num*rous burniſh'd Balls of, Light. .. 
Does the on one by decent Rules difpence 
Of Conſtellations ſuch a Wealth immenſe, 
While the next Sphere in Amplitude and Heigbe 
Rolls on with one Erratic, lonely Light ? 
But be it ſo, the Queſtion's ſtill the ſame, 
Tell us from. what 5 * ? 


Let us the great Philoſopher atrend, a 
While to the Worlds below his Thoughts . 
His Elements, Earth, Water, Air and Fire, 

He ſays, to make all Compound Things conſpire. 

le in the midſt leaves the dull Barth at Reſt, 

In the ſoft Boſom of the Air carcſt. ' 
The red-intz d Fire muſt to the Moon ariſe, 

p Horer in Alr, and lick. contiguous Skies. 

No Charms, no Force can make, the Fire deſcend, 
Nor can the Earth to Seats Superior tend. | 
both unmoleſted Peace tor ever e 

This in the Middle, chat beneath the Moon. 


For | Water 
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Water and Ate at 8; for they by Fate 4 

Aſſign d to conftant Dary.. Sage wait; 

Ready by Turns to riſe or to deſcend; 

Nature againft a Vacant to defend: 

For ſhould a Void her Monarchy invade, 

Should in her Works the ſmalleſt Breach be made, 

That Breach the mighty Fabrick would N 

And in immediate Ruin all involve. :; | 

A Conſequence fo diſmal to prevent, 

Water and Alt ave RUI (as faid) intent 

To mount or fall, this Way or that to fly, 

Seek ſubrerrancan Vaulrs, or climb the Sky. 

While theſe with ſo much Duty are oppreſt,. 

The Earth and Fire are privileg'd with Reſt... 

Theſe Elements, tis clear, have not diſcern'd 

TheInt*reft of the Whole, nor are concern d 
Leſt they, when once an interpoſing Void 

Has Nature's Frame nn Wal be de- 
ſtroy d. 7 4 


rell, e e e 
Why juſt ſo many, why not lefs or more ? 
Does this from pure Neceſſity proceed? 
or ſay, does Nature juſt that Number need 7 
If This, you mock us, and decline the Tusk, 


You give the Final Cauſe, no #11, Ing 
abk. 
I 
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if That, how often ſhall we call in van 
That you would this Neceſſity explain - 

But here forgive me, famous Stagyrite, © 

If 1 eſteem it Idle to recite 

The Reaſons, ſo you call them, which you gion | 
To make us this Neceſſitq believe: 

Reaſons ſo trifling, ſo abſurd, and dry, 

That thoſe (macs diuth, who wake 2 grave Reply. 


How you to form compounded Things prepare, 
And mix your Fire and Water, Farth and Air ? 
The ſwift Rotation of the Spheres above,” | 
You ſay, muſt all inferior Bodies move: 

The Elements in Sublunary Space 8 

are by this Impulſe foro d to leave their Place 1 * 
By various Apitatſons they combine d un hk 
In diff rent Forms, by diff rent Mixtures Se a 
Blended and juſtly temper d, they compound 

All Things in all th? inferior Regions found. 

Thus Beings from th Incorporated Four 

Reſulr, by undefigning Nature's PD] r. 

Hence Metals, Plants and Minerals ariſe, 

The Clouds, and all the Meteors of: che Skies. 
Hence all the Clans that haunt che Hill or Wood, 
That beat the Air, or cut the Lmpid Flood: 


Your in wi ber ir de ches 5 


Ev'n 
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Ev*n Man, their Lord, hence into Being, came, 
Breath*d the pure Air, and felt the Vital Flame, 
Say, isnot this a noble Scheme, a Piece 
Worthy the Stagyrite, and worthy Greece ? 


But now, acute Philoſopher, declare + 
How this Rotation of the heav*nly Sphere 
Can mingle Fire and Water, Earth and Air? 
The Fire, that dwells beneath the Lunar Ball, 
To meet aſcending Earth, muſt downward fall. 
Now turn your Sphere. met ro the Fire, 
Will from its Seat that Element retire ? _ 
The Sphere could never drive its e. down, 
Bur give a circling Motion, like its own. + 

So give the Air Impreſſion from above, 

It in a Whirl vertiginous would move: 

And thus the rolling Spheres can ne*r Kiſplace 

The Fire or Air, to make a mingled Maſs: 
The Elements diſtin& might keep their Seat, 

Elude the Ruffle, and your Scheme d efeat. 


| But fince the applauded Author will demand 
For Complex Bodies no Director's Handy © 
Since Art without an Artiſt he maintains, 
A Building reers without a Builder's Pains: 
He comes at length to Epicurus? Scheme, 
pleas d by his Mode! compound Works to frame. 


/ 
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One all his various Atomes does unite 
To form mixt Things, the famous Stagyrite 
y his invented Elements combin'd, 
Compoſes Bcings of each diff*renr Kind, 

Bur both agree, while both alike deny _ 

The Gods did Cer their Care or Thought apply 
Jo form, or rule chis untverſal Prame, 
Which or from Fate, or Caſual Coucoutſe came. 
Whether to raiſe the World you are inclin'd. 
If This Man's Chance, or That Mais Fate, es 

blind ä 

If ſtill Mechanick, Necellary Laws 
of moving Matter maſt all Beings cauſe; 
If artful Works from a brute Cauſe reſult, _ 

om Springs unknown, and Qualities occult 
ith Schemes alilee abſurd our Reaſon you wo 


lad now to finiſh Dees pleafiine Tusk, ; 
df our renown'd Philoſopher we ask, 

w was the Earth determin d to its Place? 

Why did it firſt the middle Point embrace? 

ut Blandiſhments, what ſtrong attractive Pow? , 
hat happy Arts adapted to allure, _ Tl 
ere by that ſingle Point ot all che void... 3 
0 captivate and chatm the Maſs employ'd ? hs 
what Machines, What Grapples did k caſt 


_ Earth, to fix it to the Center faft ? 
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But if the Earth by ſtrong Enchantments caught, 


This Point of all the Vacant fondly ſought, 


Since it is Unintelligent and Blind, 


Could it the Way, the neareſt could it find ? 
When at that Point arriv'd, how did it know -- 
It was artiv*d, and ſhould. ne fartber zo? 

When in a globous Form collected there, 

What wondrous Cement made the Parts cohere? - 


Why did the Orb fuſpended there remain 


Fix'd and unmov'd ? * does its Weight * 
ſtain ? 

Tell what its Fall prevenss 3 can liquid Air 

The poridrous Pile on its weak Columns 2 

The Earth muſt, in its Gravityꝰs cate 


' Uphold its ſelf ; our careleſs Stagyrite 


For irs Sapporr has no. Proviſion made, * 
No Pillar reer d, and no Foundation laid. 

When by . and unknown Gravity | 
*Tis to its Station brought, it there muſt lye 


In undifturb'd Repoſe, in vain we n him Why ? 


Say, if rhe World mms 442 ner benje; 
It Nature, what it Is, has always been; "age 
Why do no Arms the Poer? $ Song.<mploy.. 
Before the Theban War, or Siege of Troy 2. . 
And why no eldet Hiſtories-relate 115 
The Riſe of Empires, and the Turns of state“ 


It 
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If Generarions Infinite are gone, . 

rell, why ſo late were Arts and . Fi 

Their Riſe and Progreſs is of Recent Date, | 

And ſtill we mourn their young malen. 

[f unconfin*d Duration we regard, 

And Time be wich Frernity compar'd 

But Yeſterday the Sizes ot the Eaſt * 

firſt lome crude Knowledge of the Stars expreſt. 

In ſacred Emblems Egypr's Sons conceal'd 

Their myſtic Learning, rather than reveaPd. 

Greee after this, for ſubtle Wit renown'd, 

The Sciences and Arts improv*d or found; 

firſt, Cauſes ſearch*d, and Nature's ſecret Ways; 

Firſt taught the Bards to ſing Immortal Lays. f 

The Charms of Muſick and of Painting rais'd 5 

, and was for Building: firſt, zo bt for cure 

prais'd., 


\ Man in Mechanic Ars did late "mY N. 
That ſuecoar Life, and noxious Pow'r tepel; 
Which yield Supplies tor neceffary Uſe; 
Or which to Pleaſure ot xd Pomp conduce. 
How late was tound the Loadftone*s\magick Force, 
Thar ſeeks the Menn, and guides 8 Sailor's - 
Courſe 2. a 
How newly did as Printer's curious Skit > 
The ba Wann with hana * fin 2 
I | 1 | 1 


ts 


'  Fill'd the deep Caves and num'rous Vaules — 
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But late the kind led Powder did explode e 
"The waſſy Ball, and the Brafs Tube unload. 

The Tube, to whoſe loud Thunder Albion cwes 
The Laurel Honours, that adorn her Brows. 
Which awſul, during Eight renown'd Campains, 
From Pelgia*s Hills, and Gellza's- Frontiet Plains, 
Did thro? th* admiring Realms around proclaim 
Malbre's fulleſt, Deas 


By this the 2 of the 11 Pow'rs | 
Shook Menin, Lilla, and high Ganda's = 
Next his wide Engines levelFd Teurnay's — 
| Whoſe lofty Walls advancing Foes dely d. 
Tho? nitrous i empeſts, and clandeſtine Death, -- 


Which form d with Art, and wrought With endlck 
Toil, 
Nan thro? the faithleſs excavated Soil; 
See, the intrepid Briten delves his Way, 
And to the Caverns lets in War and Day: 
Quells ſubrerrancan Poes,. and riſes crowd 
Wich Spoils, from Martial Labour under Ground. 
Men), to reward Blarig nia a glorious Field, 
To Marlive*s Terrors did ſubmiſſive yield. 
The Hero next aſſaiPd proud Doway's' Head, 
And ſpite of confluent Inandations ſpread 
Around, ia ſpite of Works for ſure Defence 
* with confarmens Art, and Coſt immenſe, 
8 Wich 


— 
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wich unexampKt Yalour did ſuceced g/ 6 

(Uillars, thy Hoſt beheld whe hardy Deed: * 

4 in, Penantia, Bethune and Beucha in 

0: his long Triumphs cloſe 4 IMuRtrfois Train. 
White chus his Thunder did his Wrath declare, * 

dad ttt Lighenings nath-d ulong the n 

Snena's Caſtles wich th* impetuous Roar 

Aſtoniſh'd tremble, but their Warriors more : 

Luis lofty Tow*rs with Terror ſtrook, 

Caught the Contagton, and at diſtance ſhook, 

Tell, Gallic Chiefs, for you have often heard 

Hi; dreadfal Cannon, and bis Fire rever'd. 


Tell, how you r gd," when 2 9 i 


From Marthre's „ the Battle ſchfce 
th, ren Calin Legia rell, how to e 
dick far righryd Wares In nner: Errors feds 


* 


\ 


While Marlies Canyon thus prevails by Land, 
biiin's Sea, Chiets, by Anne's high Comgand, 
eliſtleſs o der chez Thwſco Bi lows ride” 
And ſtrike rebellowingDaves owEtther Side. 
heir Sulphur Tempeſts ring from Shore to Shore, 
Now make the Ligur ſtart, and now the Moor. 
unk how the Sound diſturbs imperious Nome, 
lakes her proud Hills, and rolls from Dome te 
Dome 
er mĩter d Princes hear the ecchoing Noiſe, 
Ind, 477 dread thy Wrath, and awful Voice. 
5 12 Aided 


af 


With 
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Aided by thee the Auſtrian Eagles riſe 

Sublime, and triumph in Tberian skies. | 

What Pannic Fear, what Anguiſh, what Difre, | 
What Conſternation Gallia's Sons expreſs, , 

"While trembling on the Coaſt, they from afar | 
Wiew the wing'd Terrors, and the ren 


— 


NM. >» VN , 


* 
- »* 1 


> | * 
_— ©. 
8 — oy 
— ” » * 2 89 — 
ä 1 
' NI 1 
3 


. 1 , 
581 [173 J 
4 wy ro, 3 } * * 


—  —— 


— — _ Kro 
. . . * — 


— 


— 


— W 


— — * * _— — „ 
N WM ff 


CREATION 


200K VL. 


The ARGUMEN F. 


Tre fabulous "Account of | the Fe. Ke of | 
Mankind given by the ancient Byets. "4 
Opinions of mam of the Grech. Paal. 17 
2 ng 'thas Paine; eſs rids- a 
culou g., T A ö 
bis Followers, ; | 
the ſpont . — Fal of the Earth, 
moſt fed and incredible. The true 
Origine of Man enquired into. He is 
prov d to be at firſt Created by an Intelli. 
gent, Arbitrary Cauſe ; from the Cbarac - 
ters and Impreſſions of Contrivance, Art, 
and Wiſdom, which appear in his Forma- 
7 of it. The 
Figure 


* SY 
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Figure, Situation and Connexion of the 
- Bones. The Syſtem of the Veins, and that 
"of the Arteries. "The manner of the Cir. 
_—_ of t rh deferib'd. Nutritia 

perform'd. The em of the Nerve 
of as pro Spirits, how made, and 
how employ d in Mu Marian and 
Senſation. A wiſe Intelligent Cauſe is 


ferr d from theſe anden ben 
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came. 1 
lnzuided in the, Daus hey ho © _ 
wich truilpſs Teil, enn Kind. 


The Heathen, Bards; LE idle Fables dreſt, 
luſve Dreams in Myſtic Verſe expreſo d 3 
And Foes to Natural Science and Divine, 5 
I beauteous Phraſe made impious Notions ſhine : 

I Strains ſublime-tbcir di tent Fictions ſung, 
Whence the ſuſt Parents ot our Species ſprung... 


1] STI 

Prenet bent, ſo Me elder Ports fay, $11 * 

per d and form u u Paſte ol puter Clay, 
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To which, well mingled with che River's Stream, 
is artful Hand gzve human Shape cd Frame: 

Then with warm Lite bis Figures. to 1 
. eee Celefdial Tt. 


The crude Conceptions pteſt the 'bending Trees, 


| Ripe Children dropp'd on all che soil argund, 


Of fabled Gods the Father and the King, 


— ſl 22 


Wii eben 02] no ben the Bata Dsl 
Ow'd their Produftions to the fruittul Wood. . 

How from the Laurel and the Aſh they ſpr 

And Infants on the Oik, like Acorns 


Till cheriſh'd with the dun- beams, by degrees, 


Pcopled the Woods, and ovetſprend the Ground, 
Great Jupiter, fo ſome were pleas'd to fing, 


The moving Pruy'r df Sacks did grant, 
And into Men and W the Au. 


PF SUPP UuESS 


Some tell, Hansel, and ki Phyrrhd threw 
Obdurate Stones, which Oer their Shoulders flew, cou! 
Then ſhitting Shape received a vital Flame, 

And Men and Women, wovdrous Change! became. 
And thus the hard and ſtubborn Race of Man 
From animated Rock, andFline began. ould 


Now to the Learned Schools e Gres repair, 
Who Chance the Author of the World declare 


Ther 
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Then judge if wiſe Philoſophers excell 
Thoſe idle Tales, which wanton Poets tell. 


They ſay, at firſt to living Things the Earth 
At her Formation gave ſpontaneous Birth. 
When youthful. Heat was thro* the Glebe diffus d, 
Mankind, as well as Inſects, ſhe produc'd. 
. Wombs by r Chance were 
orm d 

Azpted to the Soll z which after ward. 
And cheriſt d. by the Sun's ealivening Beam, 
Wich human Offsprings did in Embryo team. 
Theſe nouriſh*d there a while impriſon'd lay, 
Then, broke their riglding Bandy, ; and. eV * 

Way. „ d iu 
The Field a Crop oxtas ning creatures Ree 
And crying Infants grovell'd on the Ground. 
A milky Store was by the Mother Earth | 
Pour'd from her Boſom, to ſuſtain the Birth. , 
e 5 "4 

Race - -:;, | 4 
„„ Could move, and wally [Ad ready change: 2 =. 

place: | 4 

ne. Yer ey ry Hill and verdang Paſture ftray, 129 il 
tip o'er the Lawns, and by the Rivers plaß: | ia 
ould eat the tender Plant, and by degrees bill 
Irouſe on the Shrubs, and crop the budding Trees; þ 


13 The 1 
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| 
The fragrant Fruit from bending Branches ſhike F 
And with the Cryſtal Stream their Thirſt ar Pleafire Y 
flake, | N 
0! 
The Earth by theſe pins Schools, tis ſaid, Tc 
This fingle Crop of Men and Women bred ;; I 
Who grown adult, fo Chance it ſeems enfoin'd, 
Did Male and Female propagate their Kind. | 
This wiſe Account Lucret ian Sages give, 
Whence our firſt Parents their Deſcent derive. WI 
Gr; 
geraraly on this Subject to diſpute, No 
And Tales ſo wild, ſo fenſelefs to co Wi 
Were with jngloxiots Aa e Def 
The Schools, and Reaſon's Dignity debaſe. g | 
Bur ſince; with this of Man*FOriginal, - 9 
The Parts remaining of their Scheme muſt fat; Mut 
(Yet farther to purſue the preſent Theme ; ) Gay, 
Behold how vain — may dream, Of 1 
In 
Grant, Epicurus, that by caſual Birth * 
Men ſprung Spontaneous from rhe fru ful Farth, 
When on the Glebe the naked Intants lay, In 


How were ihe helpleſs Creatures fed ? You ſay, Woe 1 
The Teaming Soil did from its Breafts exclude For d 
A ſoft and milky Liquor for their Food. 

J wilt not ask what this apt Humour made, 
Nor by what wondrous Channels *rwas convey'd. 
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For if. we ſuch Bnquiies wake, we know 
Your ſhort Reply, It happen d to be lo. 6 n 
Wirhout aligning oc a proper Can 
Or ſolving Queſtions by Mechanic 5 
To ev ry Doubt your Anſwer is the ſame, , 
nn benennen, 


How ſha the New-born Race ber Food 9 
mand... 
ho cannot change their. Place, or am. 
Grant that the Glebe beneath will never drink 


Nor thro? its Pores let the ſott Humour fink 3 
Will not the Sun with his exhaling Ray 8 
_— the babe, and drow wie Food away - 


Since for, @ long a Space the human bh 
Muſt lye expos*d, and naked on the Earth; 
iy, could the tender Creature, ia deſpighs- _, 
Of Hear by Day, and chilling Dews by Night, . 
i ſpite of Thunder, Winds, and Hail aud Rain, 
And all inclement Air, its Life maintain? 


in vain, you ſay, in Earth's primeval State, 
vt was the Air, and mild the cold and Meat. 2 
for did not then the Night ſuccced the Day? 

ic dun as now roll chro' its annual Way? 
Effects then on the Air muſt be the fame. 

Ide Froſts of Winter, and the Summer's Flame. 


Is 
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In the firſt Age; you lay, the pregnant Ground | 


With human Kind in Eubrys did aboing,” 

And pour'd her Offspring on the $6iVaround. 

Bur tell us, Epicurns, why the Field 

Did never fince one human Harveſt yield ? 

And why we never ſee one ripening Birth + 

Heave in the Glebe, 112 firuggle thro? 18 ? 
* 23 Nee 23221 11 

Tou fax, that Kory the Earth was freſh — young 

White her prolific Encrgy was ſtrong, 

A Race of Men the in ber Bodom bred,” 

And all the Fields with Infant People ſ * 

Bat that ſirſt Birth her Strengrh did ſo ene, 

The Genial Mother ſo much Vigour loſt, 

That waſted now by Age, in vain we hope 

She ſhould again bring forth a T 


Mean time ſhe*s not with Laboae ach worn, 
But ſhe can ſtil] the Hills with Woods adorn. 
See, from her fertile Boſom how ſhe pours - | 
Verdant Conceptions, and refreſh'd wich Show'rs 


Covers the Field with Corn, and 4 rhe — 


with Flow'rs. 
See, her tal! Sons, the Cedar, Oak; and Pine, 
The fragrant Myrtle, and the juicy Vine, 
Their Parent's undecaying Strength declare, 
Which with freſh Labour, and unwearied Care, ; 
Supplics new Plants, ber Loſſes to repair. | 


The! 


L. 


— —— 


Ther 


% 
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Then fince the Earth retaing her fruictul Pow'r 
To procreate Plants, the Foreſt to reftore 2.: |. |; 
$2y, why. to nbbler Animals alone —_ OY 
Should ſhe be ſeeble, and unfruirful, grown? 
After one Birth ſhe ceas d not to be Young, 
The Glebe was ſucculent,” the Mould was 

Could ſhe at once ſade ia her perſect Bloom? 
Waſte all ber Spirits, r 


Gram that her Vigour might 10 pare ds 
From like Productions muſt ſhe ever ceaſe ? 
To form a Race ſhe mjght have till inclin'd, 
Tho? of a monſtrous, or of a dwarfiſh | kind. 
Why did ſhe never, by one crude Eſſay, 
Imperfect Lines and Rudiments diſplay ? 


| 


In ſome ſucceeding Ages bad been found 


A Leg or Arm unfiniſh'd in the Ground: 
And ſometimes in the Fields might ploughing 


Swains 
Tarn up ſoft Bones, and _— unfaſhion'd Veins. 


But grant the Earth "was laviſh of her Po r, 
And ſpent at once her whole prolific Store: 
Would not ſo long a Reſt new Vigour give, 
And 211 her firſt Fertility retrieve? _ 
Learn, Epicurus, of th* ex perienc'd Swain, 
When frequent Wounds bavg worn th? n 
Plain, 


Le* 
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Let him'a/while:the/Furtowinor: maleſt., i 046, 
But leave the Glebe to bea ny 8 101 
It chen be Till and Sow: therhartow'd Feld,, 
W nnn N n 


2 1 


The 85 by you, Want is ac 
The other Parent of all human Kind. 
But does he ever languiſh or decay? 
Does he not equal Influence diſplay, . 

And 71 the — wth Wh! ſame 
If then the Glebe car's with the Solar Flame \ 
Men once Peu d, ie ſtill ſhould do the ſame. 

— $ | . 75 

You ſay, the Sun's prolific Beams can form 
Th? induſtrious Ant, the gaudy Fly and Worm: 
Can make cach. Plant, and Tree, the Said weil 

Care, 

Beſide their Leaves, their proper Inſe&s bear: 

Then might the Heav®ns in ſome peculiar” Srate, 

Or lucky Aſpect, Beaſts and Men create. 

But late Enquirers by their Glaſſes find, 2 5 
That every Inſect of each diff redt Kilc. 
In its own Egg chear'd by the Solar Rays, „ * 
organs invalv'd, aud latent Life dif plays: 7 . 
This Truth diſcover'd by Sagacious Art, 

Does all Lucrezian Arrogance ſubvert, 


Proud 
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Proud Wits, your Frenzy own, and . 
By Reafon's Force, be now dor ever dun. 


If, head Epicurus, we allow 
Our Race to Barth Primeval Being owe, 
How did ſhe Male and Female Sexes frame, 
Say, if from Fortune this Diſtinction came ? 
Or did the conſcious Parent then foreſee, * 
By one Conception ſhe ſhould Barren be, 
And therefore, wiſely provident, defign's 6c 
Prolific Pairs to propagate the Kind 3 
That thus preſerv'd, the Godlike Race of Man, 


Mighr not expire der yet it ſcarce 


Since by theſe nl 
The reaming Mould did not our Parents bear; 
By more ſevere Enquiries let us trace El 
The Origine and Source of Human Race. OY 


I think, I move, I therefore know 1 am; 

AWhile 1 have been, I ſtill have been the ſame, 
Since from an Infant, L a Man became, C 
But tho? I am, few circling Years are gone, 
Since I in Nature's Roll was quite uoknown, . 7 
Then fince tis plain I have not always been, 
I ask, from whence my Being could begin ? 

I did not to my ſelf Exiſtence give, 3 e 
Nor from my ſelf the ſecret Pow*r receive, 

By which I reaſon, and by which I live. N 


* * 


| The Midday eee from; when my Motion 


Had they deſign'd and rais d the curious Frame, 
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I did not. build this Frame, nor do I know -- . +» 


If 1 had form'd my ſelf, I had defign'd 
A ſtronger Body, and a wiſer Mind, 
From Sorrow free, nor liable to Pain; 
My Paſſions ſhould obey, and Reaſon reign. 
Nor could my Being from my Parents flow, 
Who neither did the Parts, or Structure know: 
Did not my Mind or Body underſtand, 
My Sex determine, nor my Sha pe command. 


Inſpir*d my — veins with vital Flame, 
Faſhion'd the Heart, and hollow Channels made, 


Thro* . which the . — of Life are 
play d; 


Had they che Organs of my Senſes 8 


And form d the wondrous Principle ot Thought; 
Their artful Work they muſt bave better known, 


Explaiu'd its Springs, and its Contrivance ſhown. 


II chey could make, they mighit preſerve me too, | 
Prevent my Fears, or diflipate my Woe. oh | 4 
When long in Sickneſs languiſhing 1 lay, © * 


They with ' Compaſſion touch d did mourn and 
pray © 


To 
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To ſooth my Pain and mitigate my Grief, | 
They: ſaid ans * AE me n u 
lief. 
or wharſoever ee de gang; 4 
The Power that made me, can its Creature ſave. 
It to my ſelf I did not Being give, 
Nor from immediate Parents did receive; 
It could not from my Predeceſſors flow, Þ 
They, than my Parents, could not ass bebe 
Should we the long depending 'Scale-aſcend”' 
Ot Sons and Fathers, will it never end“? 
If *ewill, then muſt we thro* .rhe Order run 
To (ome one Man, whoſe Being ne*cr begun. 
If that one Man was Sempiternal, Why — 
Did lie, ſinee Inde pendant, ever dye? * 1 0 
It from himſelf his own Rxiſtence came, 
ers that could. deſtroy his Being, DAME. 


"Toſcek my Maker, Gus in vain 1 ace | 

The whole ſucceſſive Chain of human Race, 

Bewilder'd I my Author cannot find, ; 
Till ſome firſt Cauſe,; ſome Self-exiftent Mind, 
Who d- ant rules all Nature, is 7 
massen trade Embryo bold, 
What ſhap'd the Pan? What a 2 Limbs unn 
fold ? $1623 17 


+ vx 


Ga 
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Ver the whole Work. iarſecret did prefide;. + 
Give ick ning Vigdur,..and, each! Motion guide. 
What kindled in the Dark the vital Flame, 
And e' er the eee ; pull onrhered ning 
Sercamy +, - 163.200; $6701 
Then for the Hear the apteſt Fibres "In ? 
And in th* Breaſt xy impulfive. Engine hung? 
Say, what the: yarjons; Bones ſo wiſely wrought? 
How was their. Frame to ſuch 2 . 
What dil their Figures fos their Mies ſic, I 
Their Number fix; and Joints ada pteil kalt 3 
And made them all in "that juſt Order 3 a 
Which Motion, Strength and Ornament demand ? 
What tor the Sine ws ſpun ſo ſtrong a Thread? 
The curious Loom to weave the Muſcles fpread:? 
Did the nice Strings, ot tender? Membranes drill 
And perforate the Ney with-fo much Skill . 
Then with:\the:-aftive W | St: 
> 
The purple Mazes of the Vejns display d, 
And all th, Arterial Pipes in Order lad, 
What gave the bonding Current to the Bloody, 
d BY TIS eq Flood - 


131 1 24 els 110! G.. 1 
"The uving Pabrick — in pieces rake, | 
Of-ev'ry Part de Obſferyatibn make ; * 
» Als whichiſucly Art, difenver; — g 2667 
J0. Beauty, Vigour, and each deſtin'd Uſe 3. '' : 


The 
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The Atheiſt, if 20; ſearch- tor Trath inetin'd, 1 
May in bimfelf-bis full Commdton Edd. »Q- 
And from ant wi S peer v 


when ne dee dat i 
See how ſhe Works, and how her Work proceeds? 
While thro* the Maſs her Energy the darts 
To free and well the complieared Parts; 

Which only does untavel and untwift 

Th' invelopꝰd Lim bs, that previous there exift. 

And as each val Syeck, in which remain? ' 

Th* entre, but rumpled Animal,” contains 8 

Organs perpleut, and Clues of ewining Veins oy | 

So ev'ry Fetus bears a ſecret Hoard,' 

With ſleeping, unexpanded Iiſue Mr 3 

Which numirons, but unquicken'd Projeny: 

Claſp*d'and inwrap'd within each other lye '> = 

Enyendring Hears theſe one by ons unbind, 

Stretch their ſmaff Tobes, and nerd Nerves un- 
wind; 

And chus when Time mall rain each Magazine 

Crowded wich Men unborn, unripe, — | 

Nor yet of Parts unfolded; no Incteaſe 

Can kene, aſt Fame Power wad eaſe.” 


on Elabse spre which OW oY 
In the ſtrait Lodgings of che Brain compteſt, 


* 


White | 
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While by the ambient Womb's enliv'ning Heat 
Cheer'd and awaken'd, firft themſelves dilate ; 
Then quicken'd and expande&ev'ry way* 

The Genial Lab'rers all their Force diſplay. h 
They now begin to work the wondrous Frame, 
To ſhape-the Parts, and raiſe the vital Flame 
For when th* extended Fibres of the Brain 
Their active Gueſts ne longer can reſtrain, 

They backward ſpring, which due Effort compels. 
The lab' ring Spirits to forſake their Cells? 
Thpe Spirits thus exploded from their Seat, ; 
Swiſt: from the Head to the-next- Narrs retroat, | 

Force their Admiſſion, and their Paſſage beat: | 

Their Tours around th* unopen'd Maſs they take, 
And by-a thouſand Ways their Inroads make: 
ill there reſiſted they their Race infleR, | 

And batkward to their Source their way direct. 
Thus with a ſteady and alternate Toll 

They iſſue from, and to the Head recoll: 

By which their plaſtic Pun&ion they diſcharge, 
Extend their Channels, and their Tracks enlarge. 
For by the ſwift Excurfions which they make, 
still ſallying from the Brain, and leaping back, 
They pierce the Nervous. Bibre,; bore the Vein, | 
And ſtretch th* Arterial Channels, which contain 
The various Streams of Life, that to and fro é 
Thro? dark Neanders undirected ſfom: 
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Th* inſpected Egg, this gradual Change betrays, 
To which the brooding Hen expanding Heat con- 
veys. 


The beating Heart demanded firſt for Uſe, 
Is the firſt Muſcle Nature does produce. 
By this impulſive Engine*s conſtant Aid 
The tepid Fldods ute eV ry way convey d: iy: 
And did not Nature's Care at fiſt provide 
The active Heart to puſh the circling Tide, 
All progreſs to her Work would be deny'd. 


The Salient Point, ſo firſt is call'd the Heart, 
Sha p'd an · ſuſpended with amazing Art, a 
By Turns dilated, and by Turns compreſt, 
Expels, and eutertains the purple Gueſt. 
It {ends from out its Left contradted Side 
Into th? Arterial Tube its vital pride: 

Which Tube, prolong d but little from its Source, 
Parts its wide Trunk, and takes à double Courſe ; 
One Channel to the Head its way dit᷑tcts, 

One to d inferior. Limbs its Path inſiects. 
Both ſmaller by degrees, aud ſmaller grow, x 
And on the Parts, thro? which they branching 5 
A thouſand ſecret, ſubtle Pipes beſtow. , 

From, witicb by num*rons Convolutions wound, 
Wrap'd w:th $h' attending Nerve, and twiſted round, 


_ 
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The complicated Knots and Kernels riſe, 
Ot various Figures, and of various Size, | 
Th* Arterial Apts, when thus involv'd, product _ 
Unnumber'd Glands, and of important Uſe. 

But after, as they farther Progre is make, 

The Appellation ot a Vein they rake. © ,'/ 

For tho? ch* Arterial Pipes themſelves entend 
In ſmallcſt.Branches, yer they never end 

The ſame cootinu'd: circling; Channels tun 
Back tothe *. where firſt ene 


© The Heart, 18 ſaid, * 8 matted Gave * 
On the LefeSide, ejects che bounding Wave. 


Ex ploded thus, as 1plizting Channels lead. 
Upward it ſprings, or downward: is convey d. 


The Crimſon Jets rais d wich Elaſtic Force 
Swift to the Seats of Senſe purſue their Courſe 3 
Arterial Streams thro? the ſoft Brain diffuſe, 
And water all its Fields with vital Dews. 

From this 0'erflowing Tide the curious Brain 


Does thro? irs Pones the purer Spirirs ftrain's ?: 


Which ro irs inmoſt Sears their Gaſſage niake, 
ence their dark Riſe thꝰ extended Sihews take, 


nne 


/ drink, ; 
Which thro? che Cells of the fine Strainer fink, 
Theſe all the channel d Fibres ov ry way 
For Motion and Senſation ſtill convey, 


. 
. 
* a 
2 4. a 
460 


. 
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The greateſt" Port jon of th Arterial Blood, 
By the cloſe Structure of the Parts withſtood, 

Whoſe narrow Meſhes ſtop the groffer Flood, +. 

By apt Canals and Furtows in the Brain, 
Which here Jifcharge.che, Office of a Vein, L 


Invert — "20% n. ee. 
Mig ON 10 * 
The hooting Scams, mich the? ae 
Road 2 

The beating Engine farm did explode, 
To all th* Inferior Parts deſcend, and ve 
The Members with, their circalaving Wave. 
To wake'th?. Arterj i] Treaſure thove as flow! - : 
As Nature's Ends demand, the Channels grow . 
Still more contracted, as they farther go. 
Beſſdes rhe Glands, which er che Body ſpread, 
Fine complicated Clues of nervous Thread, 
Involy*d and twiſted with th" Arterial morn 
The rapid Motiou of the Blood obſtruct: 
Theſe Labyrimhs the cireling — | : 

For Wer N 0 ft 
$006 25 tha Ae Had paſt * winding Ways. 
And various Turuings of the Wondrous Mare, 
From the entangled Knot of Veſſels freed, 
It tuns its vital Race: with greater Speed 2 


And 


#- 


] 
1 
q 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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And from the Parts and Members moſt remote 


By thele-Canals the Streams are backward brought, [ 
Which are of thimer Coats and fewer Fibres 1 
wrought 3 B 


Till all the confluent Rills their Current join, 
And in the ample Porta Vein combine. xt 
This larger Channel by a-thouſand Roads - 
Enters the Liver, and its Store-unloads. 
Which from that Store by proper Iulets ſtra ins 
The yellow Dregs, and ſends them by the Veins C 
To the large Ciſtern which the Gall contains. 

Then to the Vein, we Cava name, the Blood 
Calls in the ſcatter d Streams, and recolle&s the 
Heek. : 50 12 | 
As when the Thames advances thro? the Plain, 

With his freſh Waters to dilute. the Main; 

He turns and winds amidſt the flowry Meads, 

And now contraQs, and now his Water ſpreads, 

Here in a Courſe direct he forward tends, 
There to his Head his Waves retorted bends. - 
| See, now the ſportive Flood in two divides 

His Silver Train, now with uniting Tides 

He wauton claſps the intercepted Soil, 

And forms with erring Streams the Reedy Ifle 3 

At length collecting all his Watry Band, 

The Ocean to augment he leaves the Land, 
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the red Currents in their ſecret Mare 
In various rounds thro? dark Mcanders 
'Till all aſſembled in the Cave Vein 

bring to the Heart's right Side their Crimſon * 


Train; 


Which now compreſt with Force Elaſtic drives 
The Flood, chat thro? the ſetret Paſſes ſtrives. 


The Road that to the Lungs this Store tranſi, ich 


Into annamber'd narrow Channels ſplits. 


The venal Blood crowds thro? the winding Ways, 


The large Arterial Diſs that thither lead, 
ty which the Blood is from the Heart convey'd | 
Thro? either Lobe ten thouſand Branches ſpread. 
Here irs bright Stream the boundi 
and thro? the various "Paſſes (wife 
uch ſubtle Pipe, each winding Chahitel fills 


b 


And chro? the Tubes the broken Tide conveys : 
Thoſe num*rous Streams, their Roſy Beauty gone, 
Poor by Expence, and faint with Labour grown, 
kre in the Lungs enrich'd, which reinſpire 

The languid Juices, and reftore their Fire. 


current parts, 


darts 2 


With ſprightly Liquors,” and with purple Rills: 


The Pipe, diſtinguiſh* d by its griſtly Rings, 
To cheriſh Life Aerial Paſture brings 3 


* ® 


Which the ſoft breathing Lungs with gentle Force 


Conſtant embrace by Turns, by Tur us divorce : 


* 


The 
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The ſpringy Air this nitrous Food impells } | 


Thro? all the ſpungy Parts and |bladder'd, Cells, 
And with dilating Breath the Vital Bellows. bella 
' Th? admitted Nitre agitates the Flood, 
Revives irs Fire, and referments the Blood. | 
Bchold, the Streams paw change their langpid Blue, 
Regain their Glory, and their Flame renew, 
With Scarlet Honour: re-adorn d the ride 
Leaps on, and britht with more chan Tyrian pride, 
Advances to the Heart, and fills the Cave 
On the Leſt Side, which the firſt Motion bave. 
Now thro? the ſame involy'd Arterial Ware, 
Th * Jers th W Engine . 


Or of thꝰ Ionic, tothe — * 


From thee, Democrirus, it lay conceal'd, , 
Tho yielding Þ Nature much to thee reveaPd. 
? with the curious Knjfe thou didſt invade | 
Her dark Receſſes, and haſt aft diſplay'd. , 
The Crimſon Mazes, and che hollow Road, 
Which to the Heart conyeys che refluent B 
It was to thee, great Stagyrite, 8 7 Mg 
And thy Preceptor of 9 74 Repo wn, 
Learning did nel er chis ſecrer Truth impare 
To the Greek Maſters of the healing 72 7 
?Twas by the Coar's piercing Eye unview', 
And did attentiye Galen s Search clude, 


A 


Mz 


And circling Life*s dark Labyrinth diſplay; / 
Atentive from the Heart thou'didfſt purſue 


The ſtarting Flood, and keep ir fi in view, 
Till thou with Raptu re ſawꝰſt the Channels bring 
The __ Currents nn * * Fame : 


nr 


dee, . the . Animal is fedy + 
How Nouriſhment is wrought,” and how 
The Mouth wich proper Fatukies endu d 
firſt entertains, and chen di vides the Food. 


Two auyerſe Roms of Teeth the Meat prepare, Te 
on which the Glands fermenting Juice confer, ... 


Nature has various tender Muſcles plac d, 
I which the artful Gullet is embrac d- 
vme the long Funnel's curious Mouth extend 


ſhro* which ingeſted Meats with Eaſe deſcend. - 


Other cortederate Pairs tor Nature's Ule 
ſontract che Pibres, and the Twitch produce . - 
Which gently puſhes. on the grateful Food 
Tothe wide Stomach, by its hollow Road. 
That this long Road may unobſttudc q go, 

kit deſcends, ir hores the Midriff thro”,  -. 
The large Receiver for Concoction made 
old amidſt the ann nid. 


* 1 Min 


* 
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Thou, wondrous Harvey, whoſe Immortaf Fame 
By thee inſtructed, grateful proclaim, 

Thou, Albien's Pride, didſt firſt che winding n 


1 


* 
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The spleen to chis, · and do the adverſe side 


"The glowing Liver's Comfort is apply d, 
Beneath, the Puncreas has its proper Seat, 


To cheer its Neighbour, and — 
More to affiſt-ic for irs deſtinꝰd · Uſe, 


This ample Bag is ſtor'd wich active Juice, 


"Which ea with Eaſe ſubdue, with Eale unbfnd 


-Admineed Meats" of ev 'ry dP rent Kind. 
"This pow'rful' Ferment mingling with the Parts, 
"The leven'd Maſs to thilky Chyle:conveirs,  * 
"The Stomach's Fibres this concocted Food 
*By their Conttactionꝰs gentle Force exclude 33 
Which by the Mouth on the ght Side deſcends 
Throꝰ the wide Paſs, which from that Mouth depends, 
In its Progreſſion ſoon the labour d Chyle 
| Receives the conluent Rills of bitter Bile, 


An-ftriving thro? the Gall-pipe, here unload 
Their yellow Streams, more to refine the Flood.” 
The complicated Glands, in various Ranks 

Diſpos d along the Neighb*ring Channel's Banks, 

By conſtant weeping um rheir watry Store 
With the Chyle*s Current, und dilute it more. 
I imeſtine Roads inficaed amd inch ůñt 
In various Convolutions turn and wind, 
That theſe Meanders may the Progreſs ftay, 8 


Which by the Liver ſever' d from the Blood, ö | 


And the deſcending Chyle by this Delay 
AAM cr che milky*Vellcls find its way: 
. 8 Whoſe 
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Whoſe little Mouths in the large ChannePs Side 

Suck in the Flood, and dffnkthecheering Tide. 

Theſe num*rous Veins, ſuch is the curious ds 

Receive the pure inſinuating Strem, 

But no corrupt or dreggy Parts admit 

To form the Blood, or ſeed the Limbs unfit. 

Th Inteſtine ſpiral Fibres theſe protrude, F 

And from the winding Neben at length exclude. 
Obſerve, theſe ſmall Canals conſpire to make 

With all their Treaſure one capacious Lake, 

Whoſe common Receptacle entertains 

Th? united Streams of all the Lacteal Veins. . - 

Hither the Rills of Water are convey'd 

In curious Aquæducts by Nature laid . 

To carry all the limpid Humour ſtrain'd, 

And from the Blood divided by the Gland 5 * 

Which mingling Currents with the milky juice 

Makes it more apt to flow, more fit for Uſe. 

Theſe Liquors, which the wide Receiver fill,” 

Prepar?d wich Labour, and reſin'd with Skill, 

Another Courſe to diſtant Parts begin, | - 

Thro* Roads that ſtreteh along the Back within. 

This uſcful Channel, lately known, aſcends, - 

And in the Vein near the left Shoulder ends; 
Which" chere unloads its Weakb, "that with the | 
Blood: | 

Now flows in one ncorperated Flood. 


= 3 m 
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| And is by char Elaſtick Bngive.play'd 


Ho fibrous Strings for Nourifhment are wrought; 
By what conveyance to the Muſcles brought; 


W ich Rapyure own the wiſe Director's Hand, 
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Soon by the Vein *ris to the Heart 


1 5 


Into the Lungs, whence, as deſcrib'd before, | 
It onward ſprings, .and makes the wondrous Tour. 


Now all the Banks the branching River laves 
With dancing Streams, and animated Waves 3 
New. florid Honours. and gay-Youth- beſtows, 
Diffuſing viral Vigour, where it flows 3 
Supplies freſh Spirits to the living Frame, 

And kindles in the Eyes a brighter Flame. 
Muſcles impair'd receive new. fibraus Thread, 
Ard ev'ry Bone is with rich Marrow fed - 
Nature reviyes, cheer'd with the wealthy Tide, 
And Life regalVd diſplays its purple Pride. 


JW 


But how the wondrous Diftribution's. made, 
How to each Part its proper Food convey d; 


How rang d ſor Motion, how, for Beauty mix'd 3 
With vital Cement how th*-Extreams are ſix d; 
How they agree in various Ways to join, 

In a tranſverſe, a ſtraight, or crogkedLine.; 
Here, loſt in Wonder we adoring ſtand, _. 


W OO my. WH = ww mg 


, WhoNature made, and does ber Works command. 


EG ike + i 
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Let us howeter the Theme as far purſue, 
As learn'd Obſervers know, or "ith ey do 


Mixe with the Blood is We he cirelfig Tide 
The Rills nutritious thro? che veſſels glide * ee 
Thoſe Pipes ſtill len ing as hey further paſs, 
Rerard che prbgreſs of the flowing Mas. ; 

The Glands, chat Nature o'er the Body ſpreads 

All artful Riots of various hollow Thread, 

Which Lymphe duct, an NH, Nerve and Vet 

Involvꝰꝗ and eloſe rogether wound' contaih, : 

Make yet the Motion oi the Streams more "ow, 

which thro* thoſe Mazes intricate muſt flow. | 

And hence it comes the interrupted Blood 

Diſtends its Channels & ith its ſwelling Flood. 

Thoſe Channels eur tic with th” obſtructed "Tide b 

ny their mall Holes, and make welt Mcſhes 
de, Aint q 

By skilful Nature fred bn eU abe 

Mean time che labour 4 Chy le pervades . 

In all the arterial per ſorated Shores. 

The liquid Food, which thro* theſe due 

To ev'ry Part ſuſt Rc paration gives : 

Thro* Holes of various Figures various — 

Inſinuates, to let ve for Wature's Uſes: . he | 

See, ſofter Fibres to the Fleſb are — 

ww 22 — 0 —— : 
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The tough and rere. 
And to the Bones the harder are conveyd. 

But what the Maſs nutritions does divide, 

To diff rent Parts the diff rent Portions guide z 
What makes them aptly to the Limbs adhere, - 
In Youth increaſe them, and in Age repair, 
The deepeſt-Search could never yet declare. 


Nor tef Contrjrance,. n nor « leſa — 400 
Surprize, and pleaſe in-cy*ry other Part. 
See, how the Nerves with equal Wiſdom made, 
Ariſing from the tender Brain, pervade ' ©, | 
And ſecret paſs in Pairs the channell'd Bone, 
And thence advance thro? . Paths and Roads un- 

known. 
Form d of the fineſt complicated Thread, . | 
Theſe, num rous Cords are thro? the Body — 
A thouſand Branches from each Trunk they ſend, 
Some to the Limbs, ſame to the Bowels tend. 
Part in ſtrait Lines, part in Tranſverſe are found, 
One forms a Crooked Figure, one a Round. 
The Entrails theſe embrace in ſpiral Strings, 
Thoſe claſp th? arterial Tubes in tender Rings 
The Tendons ſome compacted cloſe produce, 
And ſome thin Fibres. ed 2 diffale. 


Theſe e buch js e 
Fer vital Functions, Senſe, and Motion ſerve. 
* In- 
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Included Spirits chro their ſecret Road 
Paſs to and fro, as thro* the Veins the Blood. 
Some to the Heart advancing take their way, 
Which move and make the beating Muſcle play. 
Part to the Spleen, part to the Liver go, 
Theſe ro the Lungs, thoſe to the Sromach flow. 
They help to labour and conco@ the Food, 
Refine the Chyle, and animare the Blood : 
Exalr the Ferments, and the Strainers aid, 
That by a conſtant Separation made, 

They may a due Oeconomy maintain, 

Exclude the noxious Parts, the good retain. 


Yet we theſe wondrous Functions ne'er per- 
ceive, . 

nada, by which we moves by whith we tives 

Unconſcious we theſe Motions never heed,” 

Whether they err, or by juſt Laws 'proeced. 


But other Spirits govern'd by the Will 
Shoot thro? their Tracks, and diſtant Maſcles fill. 
This Sov* raign'by his arbitrary Nod - 
Reſtrains, or ſends bis Miniſters abroad. 
Swift and obedient to his high Command, 
They ſtir a Finger, or they lift a Hand; 
They tune our Voices, or they move our Eyes; 
By cheſe we walk, or from the Ground ariſe :. 


K 5 
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By theſe we turn, by theſe the Body bend; 

Contract a Limb at Pleaſure, or extend. 

And tho? theſ: Spirits, which obſequious go, 

Know not the Paths, thro* which they ready flow, 

Nor can our Mind inſtruct them in, their Way, 

Ot all their Roads as ignorant, as they 3 

Yer ſeldom erring they atrain their End, 

And reach that ſingle Part, which we intend. 

Unguided chey a juſt Diſt inction make, 

This Muſcle ſwell, and leave the other lack. 

And when their Force this Limb or that laflects, 
Our Will the Meaſure of that Force directs, ; 

The Spirits which diſtend them, as we plcaſe 

Exert their Paw'r, or ſrom ther Duty ceaſe. 


'Thefe Out- guards ot the Mind are fent abroad, 
And ſtill paxrolling beat the acighb*%ing Road: 
Or to the Parts iemote obedicnt fly, _ 

Keep Poſts advanc d, and on the Frontier he, 
The watchful Centincls at ev'ry Gate, ws 

Ar evxy Paſſage to the, Senſes wait. 

Still. travel to and; fro the Nervous way, 

And their Impr:Gons to the Brain, convey, , 
Where their Report the Vital -Buvays make, 
And with new Orders are commanded. back, 
Quick, as a darted Beam of Light, they go; 
Thro? diſt "tent Paths to diff? Organs ff, 


Whence 


Book VI. CREATION: 207 


Whence they refic& as ſwifely to — 
To zire it Pleaſur. ot ta gire 1. Pain 


Thus has che Muſe à daring wing diſplay'd,. 
Thro' trackleſs Skies ambicious Flight eay d. 
To ſing the Wonders of the Raman Frame 3 

Bit 6h ! bewails her weak, uncqual Flame. 
Ye skiltul Maſteri bt Mache Mee 
Who Nature's mazy Intricacies trace. 
And to ſublimer Spheres of Knowledge riſe 
By manag'd Fire, and, late - invented Eyes 3. 
Tell, how your Search has here eluded bern, 
How oft amaz d and raviſh'd you have ſeen 
The Conduct, Prudence, and e . Ate. - ol 
And Maſter-ſtrokey in Ay Mech hanj : 
Tell, What deligheful Myſteries Tow flag 


4 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The Introduftion, in Imitation of Nin So- 
lomon's Ironical Conceſſions to the Liber. 
tine. The Creator aſſerted from the Con- 
templation of Animals. Of their Seuſe of 
Hearing, Taſting, Smelling, and eſpeci- 
ally of Seeing. Of the ations 
. of Animals call d Inſtinfts. The 
Creator — fartber from the Con. 
remplation of Human Underſtanding, and 
the fas noe 7 * _— Vi. 
N Swiſtneſs - Simple 
; unto, Refleftiom. Of the Mines 
Power of Abftrating, Uniting, and Se. 
ating Ideas. Of the Faculty of Res. 
ing, or deducing one Propoſition from 
| | wo 
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two others. The Power of buman Under- | 
ft 11 5 in * 92222 iu Works, 2 * " 8 
in other Inſtances. Ibe Mind's felf de- 11 
ter mining Power, or Freedom of Choice. 4 
Her Power electing an End, and chung 1 
Means to attain that End. Of controling - 1 
c 
% 


our Appetites, rejetting Pleaſures, and 

 chuſong Pain, Want, and Death it 
in bopes of Happineſs in « diſtant unknown 
— of Life. The r * 4 
ſort Recapitulation of the Whole ; with 4 
Hymn to the Creator of the Warld. 


— 
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| am tobe Youth its pere bloom 
5 maintains, 14 

I thoughtlcl of Age, ind ignorant 
* of Pains : 

While from the Heart rich Stteams 
— with Vigour ſpring, 
Bound thro* their Roads, and dance their\Vital 

Rin 
And Spirkes, ſxitt as Sun- beams thro? the Skies, 
Dart thro* thy Nerves, and [Parke in thy Eyes; 
While Nature with ful! Strength thy Sinews arms, 
Glows in thy Cheeks, and rriunfpbs in her Charms, 
Indulge thy Inſtincks, and intent dn kaſe 
With raviſhing He light thy Senſes pleaſe, 


Since no black das be ace the Sky, 
No Winds, but balmy gent Te phirs, fly, 
Eager embark, and to th*inviting Gale 
Thy Pendants looſe, and (pread thy Silken Sail z 
Sportive advance on Pleaſure*s wanton Tide 
Thro” flow ry Scenes, diffus d on eicheir Side. 


19 


Se 


* 
0 
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* See how the "Hours their painted Wings dſphy, 
And draw, lite tarneſ#d Doves, the ſailing Day? 
Shall chis glad Spring, when active Fermemnts: climb, 
Theſe Months, the taireſt Progeny of Time, 
The brizheeft Parts im all Duration's Train, 
Ask the (ſeize thy Bliſs, and ack in vain? 

_ To their prevailing Smiles thy Heart reſign, 
And witly make the prollet'd BleGihgs — 


Near ſome fair River, ane Lead > | 
Midſt Graves and Fountains let thy Palace ftand. 
Let Parian Walls-unrivalPd Pomp difplay, ' - 
And gilded Tow*rs reflect augmented Day. * 
Let Prophyry Pillars in high Rows uphold _ 
The azure Roof entich'd wich Veins of Gold: 

And the fair Creatures of the Sculpror's Art- . - 
Part grace thy Palace, and thy Garden Pt. 
Here let the eters opening Flowrs 


Breath from thy Citron, Walks, and 9 
Bow*rs, ., 
Heſperian Bloſſoms ia thy Boſom ſmell ; 


Let all 4 in 8 dwell. 


That al Sn and Jelicicus Feats 
May crown thy Table to regale thy Gueſts, 
Ranſack the Hills, and ev'ry Park and Wood, 
The Lake nupeeplc, and deſpoil che Flood. 

„ 4 W * - pro- 


1 
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Procure each feather d Luxury, chat beats 

Its native Ait, or from its Clime retreats, 

And by alternate Tranſmigra tion flies 

O'er interpoſing Seas, and changes Skies 2 


Let artful Cooks ro raiſe their Reliſh ftrive, 


Wich all the ſpicy Taſtes the Indies give. *. 


While Wreaths of Roſes round «by Temples 
twine, 
Enjoy the ſparkling Bleſfings of the Vine 3 
Let the warm Nectar all thy Veins inſpire, 
Solace thy Heart, and raiſe the Viral Fire. — 
Next let the Charms of heav'nly Muſick cheer 
Thy Soul with Rapture liſt'ning in thy Ear. 
Let tuneful Chiefs exert their Skill, to ſhow 
What artful Joys from manag d Sound can flow: 


a Aa a « 2 


No hear the melting Voice and trembling String, 


Le Pepuch touch the Lyre, and Margarita ing. \ 
p 

While wanton Ferments ſwell thy. glowing Y 
Veins, | 8 

To the warm paſſion give the ſlackenꝰ d Reins. 1 


Thy gazing Eyes with blooming Beauty feaſt, 


Receive its Dart, and hug it in thy Breaſt, 
From Fair to Fair with gay Inconſtance rove, 
Taſte cy*ry Sweer, and cloy thy Soul with Love. q 


But 
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| Bur midft thy boundleſs Joy, unbridled Youth, 

Remember ſtil} this ſad, but certain Truth, 

That thou at laſt ſeverely muſt accourr 

To what will chy congeſted Guilt amount ! 


W | 
Allow a God ; he muſt our Deeds regard ; 

A Righteous Judge muſt puniſh and reward: 

Let that he reers no high Tribunal here, 

Impartial Juſtice to diſpence, is clear. 

His Sword anpuniſh'4 Criminals .defic, 

Nor by his Thunder does the Tyrant die: 

While Heav'n's Adorers, preſt with Want and Pain, 

Their unrewarded Innocence maintain. | 

See his Right Hand he unextended keeps, 

The? long provok'd, th* unaRive Vengeance fleeps. 


Hence we a World ſucceeding this infer, 
Where he his Juſtice will afferr 3 prepare 
Ta ſtand arraign'd. before his awful Bar. 
Where wilt thou hide thy ignominious Head? 
Shudd'ring with Horror what haft thou to plead ? 
Deſparing Wretch , he'll frown thee trom his 


| Throne, | 
And by his Wrath will make his Being known. 


ver more Religion's Empire to ſupport, 
To puſh the Foe, and make our laſt Effort; 
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Let Beints wirh Attention be review d, 
i Which, not alone with viral Power cdu d, 
Can move chemſelves, can Organizd perceive: 


The various Strokes, Which various Objeds tte. 
By Laws Mechanic can Lucretius tell 


How living Creatures ſee, or hear, or ſmell $1 
How is the Image to the Senſe convey d? 

on the tun'd Organ bow the Impulſe made ? 
How, and by what mote noble. Part the Brain 
Perceives th'.Idea, can their Schools — 
*Tis clear, in that Su petior Seat alone ö 


The Judge of Objects has her ſeeret . 


Since, a Limb ſever'd by. —— a; rg 
We Fill may n W m 


0 Mark — cbe-Gpieles — in the he 
Seize undulating Sounds, and catch the vocal ab. 
Ne how: others that the Tongue poſſeſs, 
Which Salts of various: Shape ant Sie e, 
From their affectd Fibres upward dart, 
And diffrent Taſtes by diffrent Strokes . 
' Remark, how thoſe, which in the Nan Gl, 
That artful Organ deſtin'd for the Smell. 
By Vapours moved their Paſſage apward rake, | | 
And Scents W nun make. 
C6407 #} 02 nige + 
If in the Tongue, he Nofttil-avd de 
No Skill, no Wiſdom; no Deſigu appear, 


* 
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Eucret ian next regard the curious Bye, * F 
Can you no Art, breed er de. $51 

By your Mcchanic Principles in vain & 5 

The Senſe of Sight, you labour to explain. 

. You ſay, from all che Objects of the Re, 

Thin colour'd Shapes unintertupted „12 4 

As wandrin; Ghoſts, ſo ancient Dory teign,... 

Skin thro' the Air, and ſweep th? Infernal Pl 

So theſe light Figures roam by Day and Night. 
Bur undiſcover'd, *ill betray d by Light, . 


But can corporeal Forms with 10 much Eaſe 
Meet in their Flight a thouſand Images, © 
And yet no Couſlict, n Colli five Force 


Break their chin Texture, and diſturb theit Courſe? 


What ſix'd their Parts, and made them fo chere, 
That chey che Picture of the Object wear? 2 
What js the Sha pe, that from a Body flies? 

* What moves, What propagates, what mulciplies. 

And paints one Image in a thou'and Eyes? 
When to che Eye the crowding, Figures pals, 
How in a'Þoint can all pollels a Place, 
And lye diſtinguſſh'd in ſuch narrow $ 1 
Pere all Preception in che Brain is made, 
(Tho? here an, how was be ver pet difplay'd) 
And ſince ſo great a diftance lies'berween 

The Eyé. ball, aud the Seat of Senſe wicking * 


- 
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While in the Eye th* arreſted Objects ſtays, 
Tell what th* Idea to the Brain conveys ? 


| You fay, the Spirits in the Optick Nerve, 
Mod by the intercepted Image, ſerve . 


To bear th* Impreſſion to the Brain, and gire 
The Stroke, by which the Objet we perceive. 


How docs the Brain tonch'd with a difF'rent 


Stroke 


The Whale diſtinguiſh from the Marble Rock 3 
Pronounce This Tree a Cedar, That an @®ak ? 


Can Spirirs weak or ftronger Blows cxpreſs, 
One Body Greater and another Leſs ? 


How do they make us Space and Diſtance know? 


At once diftin& a thouſand Obſefts ſhow ? 


The nobler Actions of the Animal, 


"Which Inftin& ſome, ſome lower Reaſon call. 


Say, what Contexture did by Chance arrive, 


Which to Brute Creatures did that Inftin& give 
Whenoce tlicy at Sight diſcern and dread their Foe, 
Their Food diſtinguiſh, and their Phy fick know ? | 


By which the Lyon learns to hunt his Prey, 
And the weak Herd to fear and fly away 5 
The Birds contrive Inimizable Nets, 

And Dens arc haunted by the Foreſt Beaſts 3 


* % 


Whence 


SES & 
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Whence ſome in Subterranean Dwellings hide, 


Theſe in the Rocks, and thoſe in Woods abide 3 

Whence tim'rous Beaſts theo” Hills and Lawns Page. 
id - ; 

By artful Shifts the LL Foe elude. 


What various Wonders may Obſervers ce 
In a ſmall Inſe&, che ſagacious Bee! 
Mark how the little taught Builders ſquare | 
Their Rooms, and in the Dark their Lodgings reer! 
Nature's Mechanic ks they unwear ed ſtrive, 
And fill with curious Labyrinths the Hive. 
See, what britzht Strokes of Architecture ſhine - 
Thro' the whole Frame, what Beauty, what Deſign! 
Tach odoriferous Cell, and waxen Tow'r, 
The yellow Pillage of the rifled Flow'r, 
Has twice three Sides, the only Figure ſit 
To which the Lab' ters may their Stores commit 
Without che Loss of Matter, or of Room, 
In all the wondroh#StruGure of the Comb. 
Next view, SpeQator, with admiring Eyes, 
In what juſt Order all the Apartments tiſe! 
$0 regular their equal Sides cohere, 
Th* adapted Angels fo tach other bear, 
That by Mechanic Rules reſin d and bold 
They ate at once upheld, at once uphold. 
Does not this Skill ev'n vie, Eg Reaſoy's Reach 3 
Can Kuclid mote, can more Palladis teach? 
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Each verdant Hill d Induſttfous Chym iſts climb, 
Extract che Rielies of the blooming Thyme, - _ 
And provident of Winter long before, 
They ſtock their Caves, and hoard their flowry 
Store. 


In Peace they rule their State with n. 
. Wiſely defend, or wage, offenſive Wa or, He, 


Mare, the'e Wonders offer*d to his Thought, CO In 
Felt his known Ardor, and the Rapture caught ; "= | I 
Then rais'd his Voice, and in Immortal Lays,, _. | _ 
Did, bigh as Heavy! ny the Inſet Nation raiſe. g x 

If, Epieurus, this whole artful Frame, © The 
Does not 4 wiſe Creator? s Hand pen. Nor 
To view the Intellectual World advance; 370 — 


Is this the Creature too 'of Fate or Chance * 
Turn on it ſelf thy God-like Reaſon? $ Ray, 2 
Thy Mind contemplate, and irs Powers ſuryey, . 


What high Perſe&tions grace the buman Mind, | 


1 a4 


And, like the Flame, 12 Flies to Hass N 
By Day her Thoughts in neyer-ceaſi ing streams ap 
Flow rs by Night they ſtrive PRO Dreams. 


whe 
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- She draws ten thouſand Landſchapes in che Beal + 
Dreſſes of airy Forms an endleſs Train, ö 
Which all her Intellectual Scenes prepare, 

Enter by turns. the Stage, and £7" pf 

To the remoter Regiops ot the Sky. 

Her ſwifr-wipg?d Thought can in a — * 
Climb to che Heights of Heaviny-ro be employ*d .. -- 

+ viewing thence. dh Interminable Yoids 

Can look beyond the — fre.. lb 285 

The ſtagnant Ocean of Eternity, | | - | 

Thoughts in an Inſtant thro? the Zodiack.ru, 

A Year's long Journey ſor the lab*ring un- 

Then down they ſhoot, as ſwift as darting Light -:- _ 

Nor can oppoſing Clouds retard thejr;Flighs 2: - -/ 

Thro? n with Zaſe they. \weepy: + | 

And ſearch N &n Monden ef the Der. 


wben Man with. 8 dgnify dis bord 
No Images his naked Mind adorn ;.. 
No Sciences or Arts enrich bis Brain, 
Nor Fancy yet diſplays her piQur'd Trae. 
He no Innate Ideas gan, diſcern de v4 vl 
of Knowledge deſtitute, tho". apt go n renn 
Our Intellectual, like the Body's Bye, 537 
whylſt in the, Womb, 0 Object can an 3 k 
Yer is diſpos*d to entertain the Light, 84 


And ipdge of Things) when offe1'd to che wo > 


Whey 
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When Obj eds thro? che Senſes Paſſage gain, | 
And fill with various Imag*ry the Brain, 

Th? Ideas, which the Mind dees thence perceive, 
To Think and Know the firſt Occafion' give. 

Did ſhe not uſe the Senſes Miniftry, n 4 
Nor ever Taſte, or Smell, or Hear, or ser, = 
Cou d ſhe poſſeſt of Pow'r perceptive be ? oy 
Wrerches, who fightlels into Being came, | 
Of Light or Colour no Idea frame. 

Then grant a Man his Being did commence, © 
Deny'd by Nature each external Senſe, 1 
Theſe Ports unopen'd, diffident we gueſs, 

Th? unconſcious Soul no Image could poſſeſs, 

Tho? what in ſuch a State the reſtteſs kd * 2 
Of Spirits would produce, we ask in vais. U 
The Mind proceeds; and t6 Reflection ge, nB 
Perceives ſhe does Perceive, and knows ſhe Knows. 
Revicws her Acts, and does from thence conclude 
She is wich Reaſon and with Choice endu'd. 


A 
From Individuals of diſtinguiſh'd Kind, 
By her abſtracting Faculty, the Mine 
Preciſcly General Natares can conceive, 
And Birth to Notions Univerſal give. 
The various Modes of Things distinctly ſhows, 
A pure Reſpect, a nice Relation knows, 
And ſees whence each Reſp and: each Relation 
a By 
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By her abſtraqting Por in Pieces tanes 
The Mix: and Compoand Whole, which Nature 


On Objets of the Senſes the refines, _ NG 


And ſevers Qualities, which that combines. 
The Mind from Things repugnant, ſome Reſpects 
In which ther Natures ave «like, {cleſts, 

And can ſome Difference and Unlikeneſs * 

In Things which. ſeem entirely to agree 3 

She does Diſtinguiſh here, and there Uvice, . 
The Mark of Judgment That, and This ot Wit. 


As ſhe can reckon, ſep rate and compare, ) 
Conceive what Ordet, Rule, Proportion are, 
So from one Thought ſhe ſtill can more infer, 
Maxim from Maxim can by force ex preſs, | 
And make om b aſſociate ve con- 

ſeſs. 
On plain —— which. our Reaſon lays,.. 
She can ſtupendous Frames ot Science raiſe : : 
Notion on Notion built will row'ring riſe, . 
Till-ch? Intellectual Fabricks reach the Skics. | 
The Mathematic Axioms, which appear 7 
By Scientific Demomitration clear, ir 
The Maſter Builders on two Pillars reer. 
From two plain Problems by laborious Thought 
Is all be © wondram — wrought, 


1 The 
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The Soul, as mention'd, can her #6 zulpea, 1 
By Ada reflex aan, view ber med $- & 2% „ 1 
A Task too hard for Senſe ; for tho? yy 7 
Its own reflected Image can deſcry, ö A 
Yet it ne er ſaw the Sight, by which i bes y 
rr e e FO 1 A 
014018 enn IH HS C: 
The Mind's Tribunal can Reports reſecæk 17 4. A; 
Made by the Senſes, and their Nute den. 05 W 
The Magnitude of diſtant Stare it kno , In 
Which erring Senſe, as twinkling Tapers, N | Or 
Crooked the Shape our cheated Bye believes, Dit 
Which throꝰ a double Medium it receives; ia 
' Superior Mind does a right Judgment make, Wi 
— POT 8 Miſtake. 
1 f . E 
Where 1 PET Arbre Sou, | m Per, 
Which does che human Ammal control), 8. Wh, 
Inform each Part, and atitate the Whole? p By R 
Oer Miniſterialsenſes does pred © 1 non 
To all their various Provinees divide, 8 ideas 
Each Member move, and ev ry Motiod pendet o | Telt 
Which by het ſecret unconteſtetf Noc 3 And! 
Her, Meſſengers the Sptrits' ſends abroad: 0, How 
Theo ev*ry nervous Piſs, adgad tree oer ht. How 
Io ſetch from ev*ty diffart Part 1 AR nr What 
Of ourward Objedts 20 enrich che Braſs," * ala o 0 What 


2 8 d | | Where: 2 
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Where firs this bright Hnerlligence'earhrol gy 2 * 0.4 | 
Wich numberleis Idea pour round NO 2:12 e 17. 
Where Wiſdom, Prudence, Contemplation ſtand, 

And base Pancoms wifch her high CAA? 
Where Sciences and Arts in order Wit, 
And Truths Divine compoſe man eee — 8 
Can che diſſctiaꝝ Sedel/the rah Up 
And the auguſt Aphrrmcht open lay, ils 592 1 
Where this greut Omen tu chuſes c EMO 
In Iorellectunl Pop; m beige lden Felde canis V7 
Or can the Eye ad y whe GMs O 
Diſcern the Maſt, Ne Hoſpiadble nter 


In which ten thoufumd Images remain” = 5 
Withoat mg and heir Rahk An? 8 
by nie bat oor eee a 6 


How does this ae Prinei pie of Though 

Perceive the ObNWP"thE WIE Fim r gre 

What Philtdſoptie Bailde tf HA?) del: 70 * «4-0 

By Rules Ae chf — l pres hog 
© Wh How a Machine fffüft de pot: da F 

ideas bod Ara and Noc cb M) 
Tel us Euer Epil ten, n nen 
And you . Met wi 2 
How throꝰ e bar Senft © Ie. 0 9 
How inthe suf Her Tina uit. ! 4 50 1 * 
What Wü — 7 4 565 W. e 4 
What ax NL Uf UE 

2 ul 2 2 18% 
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How to the Mind a Thought reſleched goes, | 
And hw te coo bus ors Knows 


The Mind.a thouſand Alltel Works can frame, 
 Cantorm deep Projects to-procure her Aim. 

Merchants for Eaſtern Pearl and Golden Gar 

To croſs the Main, and reach the Indian Shore, 
Prepare the ſloa in Ship, and ſpread the Sail, 
To catch the-Impulſe of the breathing Gale. 
Warriors in framing Schemes their Wiſdom ſhow, 
To diſappoint, or circumvent the Fre. r 
Thꝰ ambitious Stateman labours dark Deſigus, 
Now open Force employs. now undermines : 
'By Paths dire his End he now purſues, 
„* — . Wee dn 


See, how reſtleſs omen W * 
Draw out their Forces, and the Heart invade: 
Touch ev*ry Spriog and Movement ae 
This appetire excite, and That controul. 

Their pow'rful Voiee can lying Troops arreſt, 
'Confirm the weak, and e eee 
"Chace from the bad their melancholy 4 
Sooth Diſcontem, and ſolace anxious 
When thtca”ning Tides of Rage and 
Uurp the Throne, and Reaſons Sway 
When in the Scats of Life this T 


wy 
piſc, 
reigns, 


Bears tro“ the Heart, and drives along the Veins, 
| dee, 
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See, Eloquencc wich Force perſwaſive binds 
The reſtleſs Waves, and charms the warring Winds: 
Refiſtleſs bids tumuknous Uproar ceale,. | 
Recals the Calm; ant gives the-Boſom Peace. | 


Did nor the Mind; on heavily Joy hene, 
The various Kinds of Harmony invent? 
She the Theorbo, ſhe the Viol found, | 
And al the moving Melody af Sound. 
She gave to breathing Tubes a PO unknown, 
To fpeak inſpir'd with Accents nor their own. 
Taught tuneſul Sons of Muſic how to fing, . 5 
How by Vibrations of th* extended Srring,s = 
And manag d Impulſe on the ſuff*ring Air, , 
I extort the Napture, and mc dren 


See, how Celeſtial vi does command 
The ready Pencil in the Painter's Hand; 
Whoſe Strokes affect with Nature's ſelf to vie, 
And with falle Life amuſe the doubrful Eye. 

Behold the ſtrong Emotions of the Mind 
Exerted in the Byes, and in the Face deſigu' d. 
Such is the Artiſt's wondrous Pow'r, that we 
Ev'n piftur*d. Souls, and colom'd Paſſions ſee, , 
Where without Words (peculiar Eloquence), 
The buſie Figures ſpeak their various Senſe. 
What living Face does more Diftreſs or Woe, - 
More finiſh'd Shame, Confuſion, Horror know, . 
Than what the Maſters of the Pencil ſhow ? 


222 CREATION 'Book:VIt. 
Mean time rhe Chizel with the Pencil A. , 
The Siſter Arts diſpute. the doubtful Prize. 
Are human Limbs, en in their vital Se, 
More juſt and ſtrang, more free ad dens. - 
Than Bounoreta*s curious Tools create ? 
He to the Rock can vital Inſtings giro. 
Which thus transform d can rage, tejoice os grieve. 
His skilful Hand does Marble Veins inſpire 
Now with the Lover's, now the Hero's Fire. 
So well the imagin'd Aors play their bat. 
The filegt Hy pocrites ſuch Pow x exert, a 
That Paſſions, which they ſeel not, they beſtow, 
Aﬀright us wich their Fear, and melt us with their 
| Wor, 

There Njohe leans weeping on her Am, 
How her ſad Looks, and beauteous Sorrow charm ? 
See, here a Venus ſoft in Parian Stane, 
A Palla there to ancient Fables known 3 
Thar from the Rock aroſe, not from the Main, 
This aot from eus, but from the Sculptor's Brain, 


Admire the Carver) fertile 
With raviſh'g Eyes his happy Offs pr*ng fee. 
What beauteous Figures by th unrivald Art 
Of Brit iſb Gibbons from the Cedar fart ? 
He makes that Tree unnative Charms aſſume, 
Warp gay Honours, and another's Bloom. 


' 


The 


w__ Oak SS ©. oo . -s am Sod 0c 


% 
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The various Fruits, which different Climates bear, 
And all the Pride the Fields and Surdens wear © 
While from unjuicy Limbs without a Noot 

New Buds devis d, AY Branches ſhoot, 


As human Kind mu an — 
perceive and xo then Reaſon and "—_— | 
So the Self- mqving Sprint has Power to Chuſe, | 
Theſe Methods ta · rect — forge . 
She can deſign-and. proſccare an Bud, 

Exert her, Vigeur, or her AG ſuſpent. 

Free from the Inſults. of. all toreign Power, - 

She does her Gadlike-Liberty ſecure : a 

Her Right and high Prerogative maintains, 

Im patient of the Yake, and ſcorns coercive c. 
$he can her airy Train of Fon dicband, 
And makes new._Levess. at. her on Command. 
Oer her Idea Sovereign the preſides, | 1 4.5 
At Pleaſure Theſe. ynices,, and Thoſe divides. - 


The ready Phantoras at her Nod advance, 
And form the buſe Imellectual Dance: 
While her fair Scenes to vary, or ſupply, 
She ſingles out fit Images, chat ys 
In Memory's Records, which fafthfal hold 
Objects immenſe in\fecver Marks into d, 
The ſleeping Forms at her Command awake, 
—_— now return, and now their Cells ſorſake 5- 
L 4. On 
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On aQive Fancy*s crowded Theater, 
Denn 


— the Senſes make rhelr Way, 
And juſt Impreſſions to the Soul convey, 

Sire her Occafion firſt her ſelt to move, 

And to. exert her Hatred, or her Love, © 

Ideas, Which to ſome impulſive feem, ' | © 

Act not upon the Mind, but That on them. 

— mourn 

Their Strokes 4nd Motions in dhe nt pete, 

As theſe Perceptions we Ideas name, 

From her own Ho. r and aQive Nature came, 


So when diſcern'd by Intellectual Light, | 
Her {lf ber various Paffions does echte, = 
To Ill her Hate, to Good ber Arras: dg 

To ſhun the firft, the" latter to procure, / 8 


} 


She chuſes Means by free mende rer. 

She can their various Habſitudes ſurvey, 
Debate their Fitveſs, and their Merit AY 
And while the Means ſuggeſted ſhe compares, 
she to the Rivals This or _ — ; 


By ber Coyerlor Pow/rithe'Rewihig Seal Ha 
Can each reluftant Appetite contro? ** 
— INI” 

Change Nature s , Courſe, and with her Laws diſ- 
- penſe : 


Our 
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Our Breathing to prevent, ſhe can arreſt uy 
Th* Extenkon, or Contraction of the Breaſt : 
When pain'd with Hunger we can Food refuſe, - 
And wholeſome Abſtinence, or Famine chuſe. 
Can the wild Beaſt his Inſtin& difobey, | 
And from his Jaws releaſe the Captive Prey . 
Or hungry Herds oa verdant Paſtures he 
Mindleſs to eat, and reſolute to die? 

With Hear expiring, can the panting Hire 
Patient of Thirft from the cool Stream de part? 
Cam Brutes at Will impriſon*d Breath detain ? - 
Torment prefer to Eaſe, and Lite diſdain? 


From all Reſtraint, from al! Compulſion free, 
Unſore d, and unneceffirated, we 
Our ſelves determine, and our Freedom prove, 
When This we fly,” and to that Object move. 
Had not the Mind a Pow'r to will and chuſe, . 
Oue. Object to embrace, and one retuſe; 
Could ſhe not act, or not her Act ſuſpend, 
As it obſtructod, or advanc'd her End; 
Virtus and Vice were Names without a Cauſe, 
This would not Hate deſerve, nor That Applauſe. 
Juſtice in vain has high Tribunals reer'd, 
Whom-can her Sentence puniſh, whom reward ? 
If impious Children ſhould cheir Father kill, 
Can they be wicked, when they cannot Will 3 


L 5 


When 


. 
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When only Canſes Foreign'and, unſgen ou 
Strike with reſiltle(s Force the Spriges,within,. - 
Whenee 6 the ae Map aka 


Sia. 


0 


Are Vapgurs guilty, which the Yiorage blaſt ? 
Are Storms proſcrib*d, which lay the Foreſt waſte ? 
Why lies the Wretch chen rortur'd on the Wheel, 
If forc'd to Treaſon, or compell'd to, ftcal ? 
Why, does the Warrior, by auſpigious Hae 
With Laurels crown'd,. and clad in Robes of State, 
In Triumph ride amidſt the gazing Throng, 

Deat with Applauſes, and the Poet's Song ; 

If the Victorious, but the. Brute Machine 

Did only Wreaths Ine vitable ũWin 
And no wiſe Choice or Vigilance, bas bens IE 
Mov'd by a fatal Impulſe, 9%, his awe? 1 . 


Should Trains of Atomes hywan Schſe wigs, 
Tho? not ſo fierce, ſo ſtrong, ſo viſible. 
As Soldiers arm'd, and do not Men arteſt 
with Clubs upheld. and Daggers. at their Kreaſky 
Yet Means Compu] five are not .plaings, ſhawn, - 
When r drive, or Congy?rors — 
As much we're ford, when. by an. Atome's Sway 
Controul'd, as when, a Tyrant. vwe.obey :t r 7 o 
And by whatever Cauſe. conftrain'd. to, a& 
We merit no Reward, * contract. 


' 


- 


hoc alk. 


we : n 

4 7 
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Our Mind ef Ruler feet s Senfeteat hae, 
Reveres their Juſtice, am regards their EAW. 
She Rectitude und Devittion E- ß 
That Vice ſrom one, — Bette | | 
Ot theſe ſhe feels unlike Effets withing n, 
From Virtue Plenſure; and Remorſe from Sm. 
Hopes of a Juſt Reward-by that are fed)! 
By This of Wrath Vitndi@ive beurer Ded 
The Mind, which thus can Rules of Duty learn, 
Can Right —— from Hr diem. 
Which the ſhit Strolte of JaRieo'v6 frebenee U 
Can Shame expreſs, ern prieve; reſſect, repent ; 
From Fate or Chance her Nit can never draw, 
„ _ or Laws 4 


itt 0 

She can a 7 Liſe bereue hn wum 
Of Bliſs or Woe an endliſti Start mme i; Nn 
Dreading the juſt and un HN D © 1 | | 
And aw'd by Furs of — 1 eqaif 1; | 
By Hopes excited of a glorious Crown, | 
And certain Pleaſures u A World unknown z 
She can the tond"Defires 'of Senſe reftrain, 
Renounce Delight, and chuſe Diftreſs and Pain: 
Can ruſh on Danger, cin Deſtru hon face * 
Joyful relinquiſh Life, and Death embrace. 4 
She to afffifed Virrne can adhere n. 
And Chains- ani Want to D rous Guilt · yteſer·3 4 


unmov'd - 


1 
— 


128 
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Unmov d theſe Wild tempeſtuous Sears ſurvey, : 
And view ſcrene this reſtleſs rolling Ses. 
In vain the Monſters which theCaaſt infeſt, . 
Spend all their Rage to interrupt her Reſt : 
Her charming Song the Syren ſings in vain, 

| Shecan the tuneful Hypocrke difdein - 
Fix d and unchany'd the faithleſs World behold, 
Deaf to its Threats, and to irs Favour cold. 


| ; Pw fy; =— gr CE1F Get fagt > 7 
. Saget remark, we labour not to ſhow. . 


The Will is free, but that the Man is fo. _ 
For what inlighten*d Reas'oer can declare 
What Human Will and Underſtanding are ? 

What Science from thoſe Objects can we frame 
Ot which we little know, befides the Name? 

Diſſect the Mind, and thinking Subſtance part, ; 
Aud various Pow'rs and Faculties aſſert z 

Perhaps by ſach Abſtraction of the M - | 
Divide the Things that are in Nature joyn d. 
What Maſters of the Schools can make it clear 
Thoſe Faculties, which Two to them appear, 

Are not refiding in the Soul the ſame, 

And not diſtinct, u 


Thus has the Muſe purlu'd, ber bardy Theme, - 
A Fung the Wonders of this art;ul Frame, 


Eet 
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Fer yet one Subtertuneam Arch was made, 

One Cavern vauked, or one Girdey laid: 
Ber the high Rocks did der the Shores ariſe, 
Or ſqowy Mountains tower'd amidſt the Sies; 
Before the watry Troops fd off from Land, 
And lay amidft the Rocks entrench'd in Sand 3 

' Before the Air its Boſom did untold, 

or lu niſh'd Orbs in blue Expanſion roll'd 3 
She ſung how Nature then in Embryo lay, | 
a CID eee . 


mee eee high: Commntd; 
Obedient Waves divided from the Land 


And Shades and lazy Miſts were chas'd away, 
While roſie Light diffas'd the tender Day: 
When Uproar ceas d, and wild Confuſion fed, 
And new-born Nature rais'd her beauteous Head, 
She ſung the Frame ob this Terreſtrial Nie, 
The Hills, the Rocks, rhe Rivers and the Soll. 

She view d the ſandy Frontiers, which reftrain 

The noiſie Infulks of-th* impriſon'd Main- 

Rang d o'cr the wide Diffuſion. of the Waves, 


— 


The moiſt Cerulean Walks, and ſearch's the Coral 


Caves. 


came francs | Bad Fiels of Air, 
And the crude Secds of Meteors ſaſtuon d there. 


Then 


- 
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Then with continu'd Flighe he- ſped ber — 
Mounted, and hold purſu dd dhe Source of — 

Wich Wonder of Celeftiak Morions/aog; + - | = 
How the poi d Orbs ae inthe Vacant hung: 
How the brigbe Sluces of Echerial Light ro): 


Now ſhat, detend the Empire of the Night, 

And now drawn up with Wiſe alternate Care 
er 

Air. e 


hen wich 2 ks Wing the ard — ; 
From Realm to Realm, from Qrb to Orb did climb. 

Swift thro* the ſpacious. Gulph ſhe uz d her * - 

At length emerg'd in Empyrean Day'-> 

Where far, — —.— 

Is the void Diſtnifes of Immenſiry, 

The Mind now dung, call ci wighovey - 

And yer Mp RAY nt" n e 3-4 


o {1 07 


Thus 10 bold Numbers did the . Muſe | 
To fing the lifele(s Parts of Nature chuſe, | 


And then advanc'd to Wonders yet behind, 


QJurvey'd, and ſung the Vegerable Rind. 
Did ſoſty Woods, and humble Brakes review, 
Along the vary N and o'er the nnn 


flew. . ; 


Then ase wendest eee Grove, tr 4 
And unfatigu'd with grateful Labour ſtrove 
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To limb. ch eg heben of Sense, and, ſing 
The Pow*r preceprtincy and the — 
Which ayhurs eee ee e. 


; — Bmbexo's Rilo to; traps 1: 12 
From av unfaſhion'd,. wude, vachannoll' Mass 
And ſung how Spirits waken'd in the Brain 
Exert their Foce and genial Foil maintain z 
Erect the beating Meattg the Channels frame,” - 
Unfold entaggled Limbs, and kindle vital Flame. 
How the {mall Pipes are in Meanders, lad. 
And. bouading Life is to and fro co « 
How. Spirits, which, for-Senſt and Motion ſerve, 
Unguided, find. the. pexforazed) Nerve. 
Throꝰ every dank Receſs porſus their Blight, 
Unconſcious ol che Road- and void. of Sight, 
Yer certain of, the, End: fityll.gnide their 
right,” a 4c 28 wth urn © als! f ＋ 
From thence 8 nobler Flight the did eſſay, 


The Mind's extended / Empire to ſurvey, h 
She ſung the Godlike Principle of Thought, : 


And how from Objects by the Senſes n 
The Intellectual Imag*ry- is wrought. 
How ſhe.the. Modes of: Beings can diſcern, 
A nice Reſpect, a meer Relation learn 
Can all · the thin abſtracted Notions reach cg 
Which Grecian Wirs, or, Britain, Thine can teach. 
still, 


"I 
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6 . 

And hard in Ecror ſtill refuſe to yield? )ꝰ 

— — — Sat 

And ignominious Rout deforms the Ground. 

Be U iſe, and once admoniſh d by a Foe, | 
— Where Nes your neagehy and where your Wenkors - 

know. 


> Mees er besten Minen Bet apps 

Hardy no more Scholaſtic Weapons bear. 
© Disband your feeble Forces, and decline 
The War, no more in Tinſe} Armour ſhine; 

Nor ſhake your Bullruſh Spears, ſwiſt repair 
To your ſtrong Place of Arms, the Scoffer's Chair ; 
And thence ſupported with a mocking Ring, 
zarcaſtic Darts and keen InveRives fling 
—— —u— 2 

ligion vanquiſh with decifive Jefts : 
3 with refiſtleſs Laughter Hea wn affail, 
* and let Mirth prevail. 


- Good Hearn b den Men, whe vaunt diſcerning 
"4 he, ©: ; 

— Wiklem's ditear Helghs 
Look down on vulgar Mortals, who revere 
. ſhould their proud Building 


avdiicis ons Prop the pondrous Pile to dear. 


l 
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How much che Juidge, 'who does in Hea vn prefide, 
Remocks the Seoffer, and comernns" his Pride! 
Behold,” che fad Unfufferable Hour © 
Advances near, which will his Error cure ; . - 
When he compell'd ſhall drink the wrathful Bowl, 
And ruin'd teel Immortal Vengeance roll 
r 

Hail Kitig,Supream 1 of Pow? 3 
Father of Lighe? Exhauſtleſs Source of Bliſs ! Ne 
Thou Uncreated, Self: exiſtent Cauſe; > 
ControuPd by no Superior Reing's Laws; 
F're. Infam Light eſſay d to dart the Ray, | 
Smil'd heav*nly ſweer, and try d to kindle Day 3 
Fre the wide Fields of Erber were diſplay d, 

Silver Scars Cerulean Spheres mnlaid ß 

yet che eldeſt Child of Time was born, | 
Or verdant Pride young Nature did adorn, 
Thou Art z- and didſt Erernity employ - 
N eee e- eee 


its Ideal Frame the World defign'd 
3 Ages paſt lay Gnift'd in Thy Minde. 
Conform to this Divine Imagin'd Plan, 
With perfect Art th* amazing Work AP 
Thy Glance ſurvey'd the Solitaty Plains, 
Where ſhapeleſs Shade inert and ſilent reigns 3 


A 


* * 


* 
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Then in — . — 
Untroicſel, poigeles'd and wild cf Face, 


Thy Compaſs for the World tenden 


Place. 

Then didſt thou, *. Gn Eields of bc 
Night 

Go kate, cellefied de Creating Bigler. TH 0 15 


Where Thou Almighty Vigor didſt exert, 


Wuich Emicant did This and That Way dart 


Fhro tbe back Boſom of e empty Space: * 
The Gulphs confeſs th; Omnipotent Embrace, ö 
And pregnant grown with Blemental Seed N 


Unfiniſh'd Ords, and Worlds in Embryo breed. 
From the crude Maſs, Omailcient Architect, 
Thou for each Parr Materials didſt ſeled, »  » 
And with a Maſter» hand Thy World erect. - 
Labour*d, by Thee, the Globes, vaſt lucid Buoys, : _ 
By Thee uplifted fat in quid Skies. 
By Thy cementing Word their Paras eohere, 
And roll by Thy Impulſire Nod in Ai. 
Thou in the Vacant didſt the Earth ſuſpend, 
Advance the Mountains, and the Vales extend; 


People ebe hies with Flocks', 8 3 


Wood, elende . "I 
And tore wit Sealy Colonies the Flood. 


: Next Man aroſe eee en mit 
of Thy Terreſtrial Realms Vicegerent Lord. 


10 
1 
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His Soul more arshnl Laboure more gefiu d. 
| _ And.Emuloyy,gf hei tut Scraphic c. Mindy» i - 5 
Ennobled by Thy Image ſpotles bone, 
Prais'd Thee her Author, and ader'd Thy —— 2 
Able to Know, Admire, Enjoy her G. 
She did her high 0 applaud. | 
| GH wats city 1 2... 
Since Thou Add a "the: ſpacious, Worlds: di. - 
| play, ee oh 19 ruth ? — 
Homene to Thee let all Obedient b (2 
Let glirt'ring Nars that dance their a 
Ring 
Sublime in Sky, with. Vocal Planers fing - 
Confed rate Praiſe to mo. n. Creator | 
King. I. 
Let the chin Diltrifs of che waving Airy” 
Conveyancers of Sound, Thy Skill — 
Let Winds, the Baeathing Creatures of the Ses, 
Call in each-vig*rous Gale, that roving flies f 
By Land or Sea, then one loud Triumph raiſe, 
And all theis Blaſts employ in Songs of Praile. 


| While ai Herald «Birds Thy Dodds pro- 


And on theiy ſoroading Wenne 


Let Eagles, which in Heav'ns Blue Concave am 


Scoruful 2 Earth ſugerior Scats explore, 


* 
* 


And 


7 , 
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And riſe with'Breaſts ere& againft the Sun, = 


| *Be Miniftery'o dear Thy bright Renown, 
enam. 


| Ye Fiſh Ae Voice, with Praiſes fill 
The hollow Rock, and loud reactive Hill. 
| + Ler Lions with cheir Roar their Thonksexpreſs, 
/ - AWih Acclaniaticns ſhake the Wilderneſs. 
Let Thunder Clouds, that float from Pole to Pole, 
'Wirh Salvos loud ſalute Thee as they roll. 
Ye Monſters of the Sea, ye noifie Waves 
Strike with Applauſe the repercuffive Caves. 
Let Hail and Rain, let Meteors form'd of Fire 
And lambent Flames in this bleſt Work conſpire. 
Let the bigh Cedar and the Mountain Pine 
Lowly to thee; Great King, their Heads incline,” 
Let e ry ſpicy Odoriferous Tree 
1 . 2d its Balar to Thee. © 


And Thou, Heav'n's Viceroy Ger this World below, 
In this bleſt Task Superior Ardor ſhow: 
To view thy Selt infle& thy Reaſon's Ray, 
Nature's repleniſh'd Theater ſurvey 3 
Then all on Fire the Author's Skill adore, . 
And in loud 9 extol Creating. r. 


Degenerate Minds in mazy Error Joſt | 
May combat Heav'n, and Impious Triumphs boaſt z 


» But 
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